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high up in his solitary pastoral realm the dairyman sang of-his
love and longing and of the joys of his vast, free domain. Face
to face with the sublime majesty of the mountains singers and
listeners alike were deeply conscious of a conservation, by. Nature
herself, and these feelings found expression inïïï^ihe"Äusic,

In the beginning yodeling was confined to its original home.
Later, however, the Swiss who went on military expeditions into
foreign lands began to yodel on. their weary marches, ..with the
result that many a tough warrior began to long: for-home. Early in
the 19th century some music-loving Swiss began to take notes of the
words and melodies of different yodel songs. Many of the best
Swiss yodelers belong to a line of such Alpine singers, their
particular vocal gifts having been handed down through generations.

The Swiss yodels differs somewhat' in their cadences. In the
beginning all yodels contained long drawn, far sounding tones whioh
echoed in the mountains. According to his individual gifts a
singer would.know how to form and vary the tones. -Especially in
the Bernese, and Lucerne mountain regions, yodel melodies came into
being which contained a wider range and demanded more skill. But
on the whole the Swiss yodel of the different, cantons is one of the
main objects of the Swiss Yodelers Association.

This association was founded in I912. Its immediate object
was to promote characteristic Swiss pastime and; -customs, such as
yodeling, alphorn-playing, singing of folk-songs and flag-swinging.
Thé" Swiss Yodelers Association now has mernbera-throughout the
country and in normal times arranges a national, festival at intervals
of three years. The last fete of this kind was held in. Zurich, in
1939, when the largest of Swiss cities was hostess to the Swiss. '
National Exposition.

1ST AUGUST BADGES. •

The Swiss Committee for the'1st August celebrations has already
mailed to us a sample of the 19.46. badge which represents; part of"the
globe, in metal, surrounded by ribbons in the-Swiss colours and
surmounted by the national flag; This symbol has been designed
because the proceeds of the sale of the 194-6 badges will be used to
assist needy Swiss abroad.

Upon the suggestion of a number of our compatriotswe have
already placed an order for 200 badges (instead of I50 as in previous
years) and these should reach New Zealand in the near future. We

would"ask the different local Swiss communities to let us know now
how many badges they would like to have (price 2/6 each, as usual).

It will no doubt interest our members to read part of the letter
which the Swiss committee for 1st August celebrations has addressed
to us:-

"Seit Dezennien sind wir regelmässig um diese Seit an unserediplomatischen Vertretungen im Ausländ, die Gesandtschaften undKonsulate gelangt. Wir mochten das auch dieses Jahr tun, und Ihnenzum ersten danken für das Interesse, das Sie immer wieder unsernBundesfeier-Aktionen entgegengebracht haben. Dieses Interesse wirktzurück auf die Angehörigen Ihrer Schweizerkolonie; ihm danken wirdie gute Aufnahme, die unsere Bestrebungen auch dort finden.
Das war auch im vergangenen-Jahre-wieder der Fall. Rund 50000Stück Bundesfeier-Abzeichen sind, zur Hauptsache durch Vermittlungdes Eidgenössischen Politischen Departements, ins Ausland gesandt

worden, dazu ganz vereinzelt auch Bundesfeierkarten und-marken;rund 62000 Schweizerfranken sind uns von dorther zugekommen.
'

Für diese Unterstützung sprechen wir auch an dieser Stelle allenBeteiligten unsern besten Dank aus. Dank werden Ihnen allen auchdie notleidenden Mütter, für welche die Sammlung bestimmt war, wissen



8o

Im weitern möchten wir auch unsere kommende Aktion Ihrem
Wohlwollen bestens empfehlen. Sie soll auf Ansuchen der
Auslandschweizer-Kommission der Heuen Helvetischen Gesellschaft den
Schweizern im Ausland zugute kommen.

Darüber,wie wohl berechtigt diese Zweckbestimmung ist,brauchen wir hier keine. Worte zu verlieren. Dem Schweizervolk,
das w'àhrend des Krieges so viel geholfen hat, soll durch die
Bundesfeiersammlung die Möglichkeit geboten werden, auch der
notleidenden Miteidgenossen im Ausland zu gedenken.

Fü'r das Bundesfeier-Komitee bedeutet das zudem eine erwünschte
Gelegenheit, seiner Anerkennung für die rege Anteilnahme der
Schweizer im Ausland an den Bundesfeier-Aktionen Ausdruck zu geben.

SCHWEIZERISCHES BUMÜESFSISR-KüMITEE
Fur den Ce s chaf t s aus s chus s ;

Der Präsident; Der Sekretär;
• • * o e » • • o o

ARRIVAL OF HEW CHANCELLOR FOR SWISS CONSULATE. WELLINGTON. Word
has now been received that the Blue Star vessel *Troj an star" on
which the new Chancellor of the Consulate, Mr. Ernst Fretz, is
travelling to Hew Zealand with his wife and baby, is expected to
reach Auckland some time between April 19—23.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. Your fee to the S.B.S. became due on October
1st and we request you to remit either to the Secretary; to the
Treasurer, Mr. W. Ungemuth, Clarence Road, Northcote, Auckland; or
to the district collection agents, Mr. A. Payer, 48 Moa Road,
Auckland5 Mr. John Steiner, Eastport Road, Waihou; Mr. C. Gebert,
P.O., Opotiki. Please make our task easier in remitting PROMPTLY.

We also wish to encourage those members in more fortunate
positions, to remit whatever sum they care, to donate, apart from the
fee of 10/-, so that our Society can continue on a prosperous basis.

» c © o • o « " 0

NEW MEMBERS. With much pleasure we publish the enrolment of
Mr. Henry Eisenhut,' Waipipi, Waiuku, Auckland.
Mr. Werner Schicker, Pungarehu, Taranaki•
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ADVERT I SEMENT S.

MR. L. LEUTHARD, NEW PLYMOUTH? Visit his ^Hygienic Dining Rooms''.
MR. L. ZÜRCHER, 212 PATTISON ROAD, I945 Apple Older, 5/- per gallon

HASTINGS? in two gallon lots, plus freight;
samples free of charge; in
ordering state dry or sweet..
Jars to lend.
nMoscht muends aim gha.H

CORRESPONDE NOE.
Please address to the Secretary -

Mr. E. Merz,
P.O. Box 85,

AUCKLAND.
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