
Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand

Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 11 (1945-1946)

Heft: 7

Artikel: The war economy of Switzerland

Autor: [s.n.]

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-942821

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 28.10.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-942821
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


productive capacity of the labor occupied in agriculture« These few data should
suffice to show the importance of exports to the standard of living in Switzerland,

which,before the war,was one of the European countries whose foreign trade
was most active in comparison to the number of its inhabitants.

TEE WAR ECONOMY Or SWITZERLAND.

The aggravation of the international political situation after the failure
of the Disarmament Conference in 1932 obliged Switzerland to strengthen and
reorganize its national defense. At the same time the need was felt to prepare
the economic defense of the country in case of war. On October 14,1933s'khe
Federal Chambers enacted a decree concerning measures of economic defense
against foreign countries,for the purpose of combating unemployment,safeguarding
national production and developing exports. At the time when Switzerland found
itself compelled,for the first time in its history and under foreign pressure,
to adjust the parity of its currency,on September 27,193b,the Swiss Confederation
issued the first series of the first National Defense Loan»amounting to 80
million Swiss francs. In an outburst of patriotism and understanding,the Swiss
people subscribed an amount of 332 millions,which,at the time,was regarded as a
huge sum,especially as the rate of interest offered was only 3$>for about l/2$
to 3/4$ below the rate then prevailing on the money market.

At the beginning of 1937»the Federal Military Department created a "Section
for War Economy1' attached to the General Staff and on April 1st, 1938»Parliament
enacted a law which specified that "the Confederation take proper measures
necessary to insure that the population and the Army be provided with all supplies
that will be essential for their maintenance in case of an economic blockade
or in time of war11.

By virtue of this law,numerous measures were enacted in Switzerland to
assure the economic life of the country and when,on September 1,1939s the
general mobilization of the entire army was ordered for the following day,she
had, thanks to her vigilance and fore sight, a. complete organization for war
economy ready to operate and which,to a large extent,contributed to the
maintenance of comparatively satisfactory economic conditions throughout the
entire war,from 1933 'ko 1945»
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NEWS LETTER FHOM ZURICE.

Like the rest of Switzerland,the city of Zurich was,during the war,almost
completely cut off from the outside world. The otherwise active international
life of this greatest trading and .commercial centre of Switzerland' had almost
disappeared. For some months,however,travel- and commercial intercourse with
foreign lands have begun on a large scale. Reciprocal relations with'.other
countries were everywhere restored again,new connections sought and existing
ones renewed, so that the stream of foreign visitors to Zurich has greatly
increased. The hotels are accordingly well filled up and booking in advance
has therefore become essential. The varied picture of busy life presented
by a cosmopolitan city,which distinguishes Zurich from all other Swiss towns,
is animated by the uniforms of the many hundreds of American soldiers 011 leave,
who indulge here in the attractions of the great city,with it's beautiful shops,
its elegant cafes and bars and numerous places of amusement.

As a result of the present insufficient train-services on"all the
international railways,the aeroplane is the most popular means of communication.
The air-services to and from Zurich are usually taxed,some weeks in advance,to
the utmost of their capacity in the- furtherance of passéngers and freight.

Air Communications. The project for the building of the intercontinental
airport Switzerland in Zürich-Kloten has been completed and. the Zurich
Parliament has unanimously granted the necessary credit of 35 million francs
for the development o-f this aerodrome for main traffic. The people of
Zurich will,of course,have the opportunity of voting, at the beginning of May,
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