
Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand

Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 11 (1945-1946)

Heft: 4

Artikel: Heinrich Pestalozzi by Max Zollinger

Autor: Zollinger, Max

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-942807

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 19.08.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-942807
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


5.

Corporal Edna Wenger,of Smyrna,Del..was the first American girl to whiz
down the 300-foot drop,hut it remained for Sergeant Clementine DeLong,of
Princeton,N.J.,to he the first American girl to pilot a hobsled down the course.
Lieutenant Colonel Howard Faulkner,of Leavenworth,Kan.,was Sergeant DeLong's
hrake.

One mishap marred the day. A bohsled piloted by Felix En.derich,a Swiss,
failed to make a turn and overshot the ice wall. Enderich,Mary Anderson,of
Indianapolis,and First Lieutenant Robert L.McCormick,of Wilkes Barre,Pa.were
thrown to the icy surface of the run as the sled caromed off the wall. They
suffered minor bruises.

Every five days 300 Americans on furlough are expected to visit this onetime

resort of nobility and millionaires.

DUTCH HONOUR FEDERAL COUNCILLOR VON STEIGER.

As a token of gratitude for the help Switzerland has extended and is still
extending to Holland for,her reconstruction,the Dutch Society for Reconstruction
has presented Federal Councillor von Steiger with a'beautiful bowl of Delft
pottery bearing the following inscription in Dutch: "Year of Liberation 1945».

SUBSCRIPTION TO ILLUSTRATED SWISS NEWSPAPERS-.

The well known publishers of the »SCHWEIZER ILLUSTRIERTE ZEITUNG» and
the "L'ILLUSTRE» in Switzerland,are inviting our Compatriots to subscribe to
their papers. These publications are known the world over and chiefly depict
current illustrations of important happenings. Most of you have no doubt
seen the papers.

The annual subscription of one publication is approximately £2 and we
would undertake to forward the remittance in bulk to Switzerland,provided the
number of interested parties is large enough. Will you please notify the
Secretary within 4 weeks,whether you would be willing to subscribe either to the
»ILLUSTRIERTE» or to the publication »L'ILLUSTRE» in French.

In addition the publishers for the following papers also solicit your
patronage:

»Schweizer Familien Tuchenblatt»
"Meyers Schweizer Frauen-und Modeblatt»
"La Patrie Suisse"
"La Femme d'aujourd'hui»

We are not able to state the subscription-fees for these papers,but shall
make enquiries for any member interested. The Secretary has been promised
a number of free copies by Messrs.Verlag G.Meyer's Erben Zurich,and when these
are available they may be borrowed by members for perusal.

HEINRICH PESTALOZZI BY MAX ZOLLINGER.

It is my heart which has
made me what I am.

On January 12, 1946, Switzerland has celebrated the second centenary of
the birth of one of her greatest men. The world will join with her in
commemorating the great philanthropist whose name has come to stand for love as
the moving force in education wherever the voice of the human heart is heard.

It was no preconceived plan of action, but trouble and want which brought
Pestalozzi to his mission as an educator. Everything he created in the passion
of his heart at the Nouhof, at Stans, at Burgdorf and Munchenbuchsee failed or
was wrested from his hands by others. The crowding achievement of his work at
Yverdon came to grief amid the unhappy dissensions of his collaborators. The

last weeks of his long life were embittered by base slander of his selfless aims.
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It was not his own inclination, hut the feeling that he "fitted nowhere" which
made him take to writing after the collapse of his institute for the education
of the poor at the Ueuhof. His literary work, some of which has been
unpublished to this, day, was horn of sheer need, and his rustic novel, Lienhard
and Gertrud, remains above all the imperishable monument to a faith'in the
human heart which could be shaken neither by outward hardship nor by ingratitude
and humiliations of all kinds,

Pestalozzi1s educational principles are founded on the conviction that man,
as the creation of God, has his place in the immutable process of nature, and
hence must be educated in accordance with the fundamental laws of natural
development, Even education, he declares, can do nothing but "lend a hand" to
nature as God's creation. Like the plant, the child first requires physical
care; the mother is its first physical and spiritual nourisher, the "sanctuary
of the home" the soil in which all education has its roots. It is nature, not
the conclusions of rational reflection, which is the educative mission of the
mother. For that reason Pestalozzi makes the humble wife of the village mason
the prototype of the mother in her educational function. Yet even in his view,
education is not exhausted in a loving care which would accustom the growing
human being to be sustained and cared for all his life. True motherly love is
"thoughtful love", and as such it sets the child on its path to the supreme
goal of all education - the power to help and educate itself. Because
Pestalozzi had himself learned that nobody on God's earth can help the human
being unless he can help himself, it was, from his time at the Neuhof on, his
central aim that even the humblest of the humble should be put in a position to
help themselves and maintain themselves in their own station. Posterity rightly
honours in Pestalozzi the friend of the despised and the u.feast, and as the
defender of the defenceless, who found, and taught others to find, the essential
dignity of man in every human being, even the weak in mind and the erring.
But what Pestalozzi as a social educator had in mind as the ideal of the human
community was not merely the welfare state, which seeks to relievo every ono of
its citizens of as much moral responsibility as possible. It was rather the
living community of active human beings who, each in his station, should do all
that lay in his power for himself and for others.

The troubles of the revolutionary period made Pestalozzi realize that a
sovereign people without political education is a child playing with fire and
threatening the house with ruin every moment. But true humanity is the
foundation of every healthy state, and man is only a citizen in proportion as ho
is a man. We have recently been the horrified witnesses of the depths of
inhumanity to which nations can sink when they reverse that truth. The only
thing that can preservo our world from future catastrophos of unimaginable
horror is the v/arning which Pestalozzi gave to the peoples of Europe at a time
of crisis not unlike our own;

"For a continent in a state of intellectual, moral and political
degeneration, there is no salvation save by education, by the education of
humanity, the formation of men".

SWITZERLAND AND THE RIGHTS OF THE VICTORS.
Translation from the "Journal de Genève"

As soon as victory was won, the Allies let it be known that they would take
all the necessary steps to prevent the national- socialist leaders from finding
a refuge in neutral countries, and their successors from being able to organise,
sooner or later, a new hegemony with the help of funds which, on the eve of
defeat, they were able to deposit in a safe place, Switzerland had good reason
to applaud that policy. Although generous, and always ready to grant asylum to
persecuted peoples, she would not help criminals to escape the punishment they
deserve. While resolved to justify the confidence which foreigners have always
shown in her by entrusting her with the safeguarding of their property,
Switzerland was not willing to play the part of a receiver of war-loot, or to
become involved in a war of revenge in which she would be amongst the first to
suffer. She has said so time and time again in her press; her Government has
confirmed it in a diplomatic note. She made it plain that she was ready to
co-operate in plans for moral reconstruction and general security, and she is
still of the same mind.
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