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NEWS FROM SWITZERLAND,

The results of the investigations on German capital in Switzerland were
published on November 26, About 250,000. cases,many of them extremely
complicated,have been examined ond verified by the Swiss Office of Compensation
in Zurich, According to official reports, 752 million Swiss francs have been
found to belong ic¢ persons living in Switzerland, Germany,Austria or other
regions formerly part of Greater Germany. Four thousand cases representing

an additional 245 miilion francs have not been clarified as yet, . Taking them
into account Germon funds of about 1000 million Swiss francs,are deposited

in Switzerland,

National Councillor Ilg submitted to the Federal Council a question in writing
concerning military construction still in progrcss in Switzerland., According
to the Federal Council's reply. fortifications along our Eastern frontier are
insufficient. In 1945, the General Staff requested and obtained from the
Federal Council a credit for new constructions, The greater part of this

work has already been finished. :

The Federal Council révoked a number of laws concerning the extraordinary
full powers it exercised during the war,as their cxistence is now no longer
Justified. : -

The -International Time Table Conference at Lugano hag improved considerably
Switzerland's communications with foreign countries,especially as far as the
Simplon route, the Paris-Bernc line,connections with Bolgium,Holland and
England and resumption of dircct communications with Prague are concerned.
The conference docided to introduce on Januvary 7th direct Simplon-Orient
oxpress trains,and direcct train tickets betweon Switzerland and Italy will
be issucd again., Arrangements,of cour se,require the consent of Allied
military authorities,

Traffic on the Rhino botweon Holland and Switzorland has boen ruoponbd after
five years of interruption.

'Iﬁ the name of the Swiss Governmont and the Swiss people, the President of tho
Confcderation congratulated King Haskon of Norway on the 40th anniversary of
his accoession to the throne.

On Tuesday morning,November 28,the Swiss film, "The Last Chance! was shown
for the first time at the Loew's Criterion Theatre,at Broadway and 45th Strect
in New York City. The Locw's Criterion is one of New York City's foremost
movie theatres. At 8.45 a.m.,a large crowd was standing in line alrcady
expecting its oponing at 10,00 a.m, The film is well worth secing. Critics
in New York City are very enthusiastic about thils splendid motion picture.

The New York Times! describes this film <as one of the best of World War IIM,

Having completed smaller aid actions for southern Germany's border rogions,
the Swiss Gift for War Victims is now carrzying out in Germany large scale
actions for children in need and in the fight against epidemics.

Pivo hundred sixty Austrian children and sixty-scven Swiss children from
Vienna safely rcached Switzorland aboard a Swiss hospital train, Fiftoen
porsons reprosenting the first Swiss contingent from the Russian zone of
occupation in Austria arrived on tho same train. Four hundred sixty of the
childron have been able to come through the holp of the Czechoslovak section
of tho Swiss Red Cross, They travelled with difficulty from Vienna to Lodz,
where the Swiss train wag awaiting them, and arc now looking forward to
staying for a while with familics in the cantons of Aargeu, Bernoc,Solothurn
and Zurich, More Austrian children arc cxpected soon.

fixty~four prefabricated barracks were shipped from Switzorland to Denmark
and Holland by a train of the Swiss Gift. BSixty-two of those barracks will
gholtor. war-stricken families in Denmark,whercas two barracks will serve as
dentel clinics in Arnhem ,Holland,
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During the next few days, the ropatriation of 20,000 German and Austrian war
prisoners, captured by the Allics in the course of the invasion,will bogin,
The trains will pass through Basle and the first convoys of several hundred
returning war prisoners have been announced already.

As a token of gratitude for the help Switzerland has extended and is extending
still to Holland towards her reccongtruction,the Dutch Society for Reconstruction
has prescnted Federol President von Steiger with a beautiful bowl of Delft
pottery bearing the following inscription in Dutch: "Year of Liberation 1945",

Die gefundenen 5 Milliarden.

Bundesrat Nobs hat kidrzlich das vorléufig crmittelte BErgebnis der Steuorammestie
fir dic gesamte Schwoiz bokannitgegeben, Bs stollt sich auf viercinhalb
Milliarden Franken,und man glaubt,dass dic ondgultige Ziffer otwa boi finf
Milliarden Pr. liegen wird,

Finf Milliarden sind ein schones Stick Gold, und vorab dlc Kantone als
Hauptnutzniesger -~ fir den Bund fallen nur cinige wenigo Millionen ols
Stouorertrag ab -- werden mit Schmunzeln feststellen, dass ihmen da mihelds ein
fetter Brocken zugefallon ist,der ihnon die Erfillung bevorstchender sozmialor
Aufgabon wesentlich orleichtern wird, In welchem Verhfltnis sich das neu
zutage gekommeno Stoucrkapital auf die verschicdenen Kategorien verteoilt,
dariber liogen zur Zeit noch keine gonouen Ermmittlungen ver, Man darf jedoch
annehmen, dass die Vertcilung ungefdhr diecselbe ist wic bein Wehropfer,d.h.dass
ctwa jo cin Finffcl bel don Aktien - und Obligationsgeldern und rund rund ein
Drittel bei den Sparguthaben hinterzogen war, Von der Stocucramnestie habon
also zweifellos auch diec Kkleinen und kloinsten Sparer, die Inhaber der Qber 4
Millionen Sparbuchlein, Gebrauch gemacht, Und damit diirfte auch die Annahme
widerlogt scin,dass nur bel den grossen Vermdgen Steucrhinterzichungen gang
und gibe gewesen seicn,

Ry S Yy R S

The Federal Council approved the budgets on the ordinary and extraordinary
account of the Confederation for 1946 to be submitted to the Foderael Chambers.
A deficit of some 1220 million francs is calculated,as against 1688 million
francs in the 1945 bLudget.

Tho administrative account for 1945 will probably close with a deficit of
100 million frencs more than foreseen in the budget owing to the very small
customs revenue.

The Federal Councilis comment on the budget containg a cortain amount of
interesting information. Concerning the crcation of opportunities for
employmont, for example,it deoclares that the budget for 1946 only allows a sum
of 30 million froncs should a state of uncmployment set in owing to the end
of the war, It has not yet been docided to which of the numerous plans :
established for this cevontuality the monoy will be devoted. If against all
expectation unemployment should become so grave as to need the crcation of
soveral schemes of work absorbtion,special credits will have to be voted.

The Foderal Council declaration also throws an interesting light on the
financial position of the Confederation. The deficit from previous years is '
estimated at 8528 million francs to which must now bo added the expected
doficit for 1946, thus the total deficit at the ond of 1946 will be some

9000 million francs. :

4 delegation from the Australian government has boen staying in Boerne during
the past fow days. Two conferences were arranged with representatives from
the Fodeoral Office for Industry,Tradé and Labor, The delogation has revealed
that Austrolia is showing a strong interest for Swiss emigronts,

Swiss food rations in Docember will amount to about the some quantitics as in
Octobor and November. The total fat and oil rations will be 1450 grams.

In consideration of tho Chrigtmas holidays,the chocolate ration will be
increased from 50 to 150 points and tho candy ration from 100 to 200 points,
The ration of macaroni products will be 750 grams and the meat ration will also
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be highor than in. the provious month, Purthermorc,cach citizen will rcceive
four meal coupons as a spcecilal Chrigtmas gift, According to the goencral
gupply situation further improvements are still possible.

* Shoe rationing in Swifzerland will be abollshod on Monday,November 12, The
compe'tent authoritics declare, howbvor, that the country's supply of leather is
gtill far from suf ficicnt and that factories and shoe shops will contlnuo to
be controlled.

At the same time various other commodities are being frced from restrictions,
The sale of dried vegetables is being taken off the ration list,

Concerning hoteols and restaurants, cortain restrictions on the combination of
mnenus and the gcrving of certain dishes are being lifted, Restaurants and
hotels still continuc to have three mecatless days por weck, however, and the
authoritics remark on the continucd necessity of using all Loodstuffs with
the greatest care and without waste,

The first plane inaugurating a new airway between London and Geneva arrived on
November 5 at 4,10 pen, at Cointrin (near Geneva), It made the flight in

3,09 hours, The planc took off again on Novembor 6 loaded with passcngers
for the roturn trip to lLondon, From now on, thore will be a regular service
of two plancs a week between London and Goneva,on Mondays and Thursdays from
London to Geneve and on Tuesdays and Fridays in the opposite direction.

At the International Transport Conference which recently took place in London,
it has been decided that in the course of November a rail comrmnication
between Basgle and Rome via St.Gotthard and Milan and with connection to the
Arlberg Orient Express will be egtablished. Thus direct rail communication
between Switzerland and Rome will be rbgumed aftor an interruption of more
than two years.

At the present moment,the Swiss Rallways have a particularly difficult task on
hand, Out of the 18,000 freight cars which they possess, 5,000 are being used
outgide the country ior the transport of goods botweon sea ports and the Swiss
frontier, To this must be added that transport abroad takes much longer than
usual owing to the great shortage of cars, . And inside Switzerland there is
the same shortage, The Swigss Railways would much prefer to be able to use all
their freight cars inside the country. 4broad where all the cars move much
more slowly they only receive much smaller sumg from the leasc of the rolling
stock, Despitc this,the Swiss railways have decided to rcleasec tho greatest
number of freight cars possible for the intcnsification of the traffic between
Switzorland and tho soa in order to insurc o more reogular supply of provisions.
To this c¢nd the railways proposed to use road trucks for the transportation of
goods ingide Switzerland, particularly for the urgent trangportation of ‘certain
catcgdrios of goods and of mail in the industrial centre of the country.
Trials .on a large scale are now taking placc in Bernce. In this way almost 400
additional freight cars will be set free for the trangportation of imports.

In the election in the Canton of Goneva last Sunday 55 of the 100 scats in

the cantonal parllamont were gained by the Bourgeois partics while the parties
of the Left werc only ablc to win 45 seats. The rcpartition is thus exactly
the same as after the celections in 1933. .0f the 45 reprosentatives of the Left,
36 are from the Labor Party and 9 arc momburs of the official Social Democratic
Party of Switzerland.

The Noble Peacc Prize for 1944 is to be awarded to. the International Committee
of the Red Cross for its activity in comnection with prisoners of war., This
nows has been received with grcat satisfaction in Switzerland. It is a
testimony of esteem and comprehension for fhis organization and the honor is
in some degrec shared by thoe whole of Switzerland.

Dr.Karl Kobelt,hcad of the Fodcral:Milifary Department,has been clectcd
Progident of the Federal Council fon,l946, Dr.Philipp Ettor,head of the
Federal Department of the Intorior,has been elected Vice-President.



8.

The National Council olected ir.Robert Grimm of Berne,social democrat,
prosident for 19406. ,

The Council of State electod Dr.Joseph Piller of Fribourg president for 1946,
Dr.Piller belongs to the conservative porty. Mr.Walter Ackermann of Appenzell,
o menber of the radical party,was clected viece president.

The Federal Council authorizsed the Swiss Office for Compensation in charge of
investigations on German capital in Switzerland to open safes and locked
~deposit boxes,if necessary.

Foderal Councillor Kobelt,head of the Foderal Military Department,reveals that
Switzerland's military expenditures from 1939 to 1945 amount to 723 million
Swiss froncs. :

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION,

Your fec to the S,B.,S. became duo on October lst and we request you to remit
either to the Secretary; to the Treasurer, Mr,W,Ungemuth,Clarence Road,
Northco te, Auckland; or to the district collection agents,Mr.A.Poyer,48 Moa
Road, Auckland; Mr,John Steincr,Bastport Road,Waihou; Mz, C.Gebert,P,0.,
Opotiki., Please make our task easier in remitting PROMPTLY,

We also wigh to encourage those members in morc fortunate positions,to remit
- whatever sum they carc to donate, apart from the fee of 10/-,s0 that our
Socicty can continue on a progperous basis,

NEV_ME{BER,
We have pleasure announcing the onrolment of:

Mr,Joscph Boudhor,
34 Ngato Street, PAIMERSTON NORTH,

ADVERTISHEMENDTS,

MR, 7. GRAEDEL, ORINI R.D., TAUPIRI: Manufactufing Mountain Chalet Cream
Checse, 4d, per cake - plus postage,
Orders promptly dealt with,

‘MR, L. LEUTHARD, NEW PLYMOUTH: Visit his "Hygionic Dining Rooms!,
MR,L. ZURCHER, 212 PATTISON ROAD, 1945 Applo Cider,5/- por gallon in two.
HASTINGS: gallon lots,plus freight; samples freo

of charge; in ordering state dry or
swoet.,  Jars to lond, .
"foscht miends aim gha, !
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CORRESPONDENCE,

Please address to the Scoretary -

Yr, B Morz,
Py Oo Box 85,
AUCGKLAND,
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