Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand
Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 11 (1945-1946)
Heft: 1
Rubrik: Sundry news from Switzerland

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 28.10.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

4.,
SUNDRY NEWS FROM SWITZERLAND,

With deep regret the death of Mr,Walter Thurnheer, former Swiss' Minister to London,
has been amnounced. Mr. Thurnheer passed away at the age of &1 in Switzerland,

He returned to the homeland in bad health in December 1943, In 1915 he entered
the service of the Political Department as Assistant Secretary of the Foreign
Affairs Division. - He held posts in Berlin,Paris,Washington,Montreal,Tokio.

In 1940, he succeeced Mr, Paravicini as the head of the Swiss Legation in London,

The Italian press points out in big headlines that Italo-Swiss commercial
negotiations have ended in a general agreement,which will be signed shortly,

It is expected that the agrecment includes arrangements on Italian commercial
debts to Switzerland,trade relations between the two countries and a convention
placing the ports of Genoa and Savona at Switzerland!s dlsposal for the neceds
of Swiss overseas traffic,

The Federal Militory Department has crecated an employment office for the large
number of perscanel which it engaged during the war and which has now become
superfluoug, The office functions also for other services of the Federal
Administration. So far some 700 Jobs have been offered to this office,while the
number of cmployees looking for another position is about 1400,

In its session of August 3rd, the Federal Council has taken important decisions
with regard to the High Command in the Swiss Army, Division-Colonel Louis de
Montmolin has been appointed Chief of the General Staff with the rank of an
Army Corps Commander, Colonel Maurer has been made Chief of the Artillery with
the rank of Division-Colonel,and Army Corps Commandcr Hans Frick will be Chief
Instructor of the afmya g :

Until Junu 1,1945, Switzorland has offered refugv to some 275,000 people from all
countries. Avout 183%,000 of them have returned home while more than 92,000
(53,000 military internees and 39,000 civilian refugecs) are still in our
country. The rcpatriation of Italian intornces via Chiasso was concluded on
July 31, :

Saturday afternoon thc Band of the 13th Battalion of French Alpine Troops arrived
in Geneva for a two days' visit, The band gave a concert at the Bastions
Promenade after a march through the cityie main streets., Sunday,the musicians
laid a wreath on thé monument srected to the Sw1ss soldiers who died during the
mobilization of 1914~1 918

In order to ehcouracs the creation of possibilities for work,the Federal Council
has approved a decree according to which larger subsidies will be. granted to the
cantons undertaking the coastruction of buildings congidered to be of Federal
interest, Such subsidiss can even be granted to cantons in which the number of
unamployed workers is small but which arc willing oand able to cmploy people from
other cantonsL ‘ - g\

'The preliminary project for a new federal law on labor,commerce and trade has

Just been published by the Federal Department of Public Economy. This project !
has been worked out by @ speclal consultative commission presided by Mr,Willi,

head of the Federal Office for Industry,Trade and Labor. The text has been

sent to the various cantonal governments as well as to the employers' and workers!
organization which aro cxpocted to givc their opinion on the new law before the

ond of QOctober 1945. The project which is based on corresponding articlées in

the Foderal Constitution providos for the protcetion of those workers who are not
under the fedeoral factory law. ‘ : -

It is well known that Japan's surrconder, brlnpiﬂg the end of the war,is considercd
by Japanese military circles ag a moral failurc, In keeping with the traditions
of his country, Lt, Gencrol Okamoto,Japancse military attache in Switzerland,
commit ted guicide in Zurlch,uhurp he had been under m”dlCQ“ treatment since

the start of the year.
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The uncertainty prevailing honceforth regarding the ovmership of Japanese
holdings in Switzerland led the Federel Council to issue a decree blocking the
holdings of all persons residing in Japan or-of Japanese citizens residing in
Switzerland or in other lands. This mcasurc 1s dcsigned to protect Swiss
interestg, ALl payments to persons belonging to one or the other of the above
categorics must be made to the Swiss National Bank, - It is understood that
Jopanese subjects rcsiding in Switzerland can reccive payments and have access
to their holdings in the normal exercise of their profbsalonal aut]VItJ and

in order to satisfy thoir normal personal needs.

The Federal Council Department of Justice and Police has lssued new instructions
regarding the activity of forclgn political organizations in Switzerland,

These instructions basced on the experiences with National Soc1aL1Qt activity
during the war include the following points:

Foreign political organizations must notify the cantonal end foderal
authoritics of their existence and submit thblr by-~laws and the names of the
menbers of their committees,

Political organizations of an cxclusively party character are forbidden,
Foreign political organizations and their members are held to abstain from all
meddling in Swilss affairs, It is forbldden for them to bring pressure to bear
upon anyone else, It 1s also forbidden for foreigners to organize parades,
and to hold public agsecmblies of a political nature unless special authorization
hag been obtained, Even mectings in closed quarters can be forbidden or
controlled by the cantons, The members of foroilgn political organizations
are not authorized to wear uniforms,parts of uniforms or armbands indicating
thelir political membership,

In postal rclations with Great Britain,the Dominions and the British colonies,
as well as with the United States of America and its possessions,the maximum
weight for letters remains-at 2 kgs. or a little over 4 poundsg, Air connections
with North umurlca,oontral Ambrlca and South America make it possible to save
much time, ;

The Basel-Mulhouse conal which forms part of the Rhine-Rhonc canal was rcopencd
on Friday,dugust 10, Thus,Switzerland is again linked to the French canal
gsystem,but for the time bpinD it is still unknown to which-extent transports
between Switzerland and France can be recsumed through this canal,

Qur country is at prescent visited by a number of guests of honor. Twelve
members of the United States Senate who arc on a study trip in Europe arrived
in Berne on August 13 by plane, While in the Federal Capital thby will study a
number of questions concerning transportation, oducation and work On aAugust 15,
they will leave for ItalJ. :

The "Swiss National Gift" announces that the 1 Vorweglan ship Mfode! with a cargo
of foodstuffs is on the way to Norway. The food is for Norwegian school

children in Oslo whose state of health and food supply hds created great concemrn,
The food has been taken from the Swiss reserves in Lisbon, Shipment of these
goods to Switzerland is meeting with great difficulties,

The Mayor of the Italian town of Varese poid a visit to Chlasso where the
Swiss authorities presented him with 60 hundred w01vhts of salt, Salt is at
the moment one of the scarcest goods in Italy.

Statistics of the Swiss wage compensation fund for mobilized soldiers rcveal
that reserves have-been created during the past years. At the end of June the
fund amounted to 464 million francs. - More then 52 millions have been paid in
compensation for lost wages during the second quarter of 1945,

Through its minister in Berne,the United States Govemmment expressed to the
Federal Political Department its thankg and its recognition for Switzerland's
quick and efficient action with regard to the Japancse surrender, A similar
message has been sent to the Swiss Legation in Washington,
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On Thursday afternoon a truck train with 50 Swiss refugess from Hanover in
Germany arrived at Kreuzlingen from Constance, The transport had been organized
by the Swiss Consulate in Henover several weeks ago.

The cantonal police of Vaud published a communigue on a regrettable incident
which wos caused by Russian civil internees at Villars sur Ollon, In tho
evening of Awgust Zist,three Russian civil intcerneecs who bchaved scandalously
in a public restauvont were arrested by the local police. Two hours later

20 other Russian civil internces forced their way into the police station and
domanded the rcleoase of their comrades. After that they went ovor to tho pub
in question and threatencd the innkcoper with bottles and stones., The man was
badly besten up but finally in sclf defencoe fired scveral shots against his
aggressors, Onc Russian was killed and three were wounded. The cantonal
policeman who triod to broak up the fight reccived a blow with a bottle. The
district attornoy of Aiglc also arrcstcd the innkcoper, Immodiately aftor the
publication of this incident,tho head of tho Swiss delogation to tho Swiss
Russion nogotintions and the entirce Russian delegation inspocted the Russion
internoc camp of Chesiercs. The inhabitants of this camp should have beon
repatriated this morning end mcasurcs havo already been taken to carry out their
repatriation as soon as possible regardloss of the incident which was the
unfortunate conssquonce of too much alcohol,

The Swiss Prascns Film Company has found buycrs for their films Maric Louisc!
and "Lost Chance! in Bnglond. The first montioned of thesc films 'Maric Louisc!
has for a hero a little French war victim who came to Switzerland as a rofugce
while the socond doals with tho adventuro of a group of refugecs and prisoners
of war who cscaped from Italy and who finally found refuge in our country.

These two films will bo shown in London for the first time at the cnd of August
and on the Tirst of Scptomber.

Tho Federal Chambers opencd their ordinary avtwm scssion on Monday,Septembor 17,
and continved their work on Tucsdey. During thesc two daoys,the National Council
hag listencd to morc than five speakors on the postulate regarding the
maintcenance and devolopment of the labor peacc,i.c.the collaboration betweon
cmploycrs and their workers,in other words between capital and labor. Tho
speakers came from difforont political pertics. A Trade Union Socialist,as

woll as & Catholic Conscrvative could be-heard. All agrced on one point at
loast,that the future soclal logislation of the Confedoration ghould try to
bring about roconciliation and co-oporation betwoen the two elements of
production, The proof of the value of this systom hag alrcady becn given by

the experimonts made in the mcetallurgic branchos since 1937.

The Federal Council,in its mocting of Septembor 14, took notice of the protocol
which concludcd the negotiations with the Russian mission to Switzerland.

On Soptember 11, a joint final report was signed, Thigs means that the
investigations carried out regarding the troatment of Soviet internecs in
Switzerland “ave brought objective rosults inasmuch as tho Swiss delegates could
pign the final statements, This was the aim of the Foderal Council, The
protocol will bo published later whon tho Russian delegation has returncd to
Moscovw, :

The Federal govornment has grantod the Swiss Hotol Trustoo Socicty a credit of
2 million francs for the ronovation of Swiss mineral spas,

Conceming the cxportation of cattlc raised in Switzerland,the Federal Council
gave thig angwer in rosponsc to a quostion asked by National Councillor Barben
of Spiez: "Important deliverics of Swiss cattle wore among the items provided
for in thc rccent trade agrooments concluded betwoen Switzerland and France,
Italy and Czochoslovakia, Howover, because of the lack of transportation,

the purchases cannot be made right away,'!
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The Swiss harvest this yeor will be far below the average of the past fow yoars.
Thig is duc to the freeze that  hit Switzerland on the night of April 30 to May
ist., The sccretariat of Swiss farmoers has cstimatced the damage donc as to the
guantity end valuc of the fruits, For winge,thc loss is cstimated at 150,000
hectolitors for all Switzerland, This mcans a corrcsponding loss of about

18 wiilion francs, Only thc Contons of St.Gall,Graubunden and Thurgau and

the Lake region ox Zurich cscapoed the freeze., On account of hail storms, it

is cstimated thot around 2 million hundred weights of apples have been lost and
120,000 hundred weights of prunes and cherrics., This represonts a loss of
ovor 50 nillion francs, The freoze dameged the potato and beet crop as well

as vogotablos and cercalg, The loss of thoso crops amounts to a total of 90
nillion francs to which must be addod 10 million francs lost becausc of the
sunmeyr dirought, S

‘Portunately,this poor harvest comes at o time whon our reprovisioning is

glowly improving,though yet ¢till insufficicent, If it had come a ycar or two
ago, the consequences would have been grave indecd.

Until the middle of Scptemboer semc 50,000 mecubers of the American armies. have
passcd their onc weeck furlough in Switzerland. 20,000 of them entcered our
country at Chiasso on the Southorn border and 30,000 at Basle coning fron
Germany wnd Franco, ; -

The pocket monecy for Amcrican forces on furlough in Switzerland hag been raiscd
from 150 to 175 francs per weocks This measure has boen agrecd upon by the Swiss
authoritics and the represcntatives of the American hcadquarters in the
Mediterroncan. - The incrcasc was consldered necessary as the Amcrican Arny
touriste have so far had not sufficicnt money for their personal expenses such
as the prossing of clothes,tclophonc calls,souvenirs,ctc, and as imports into
Switzerland wiil probably incrcase before long, Tho cffects of the raise will
bo continuougly controllcd by both authoritics. In casc it should lecad to
disadvantagoous results,the mcagure will again bo abolished, On the other
hand, if our impori situation will inprove and satisfactory results will be
achicved,a furthor incrcase may be possible,

King Loonolid of th: Belgiang will take up residence at the property called the
© e Reposolr” at Pregny near Genova, He will stay for a few months there,

The royal family and the Kingis suite will numbor about 20 persons in all,

In the National Council,Federal Councillor Stampfli,head of the Federal
Departiment of Public Economy announced that the War Office for ‘Power and Hcat
succeeded in buying 100,000 tons of liguid fuel, It may be counted upon that
this fuel will arrive in Switzerland by April or May next year, and will bring
about a considerable improvement in our fucl supply. Howover, Federal
Councillor Stampfli warns not to give way to premature hopc Tror a spoedy
regsumption of unrestricted automobile traffic,

In the National Council,Fedcral Councillor Nobs,hcad of the Federal Department
of Finance,made a statement on the oconomic situation of tho federal personnel.
The Foderal Council is awarc of the unsatisfactory situation,particulariy of
the lower wage cabtegorics,and has,thorefore,granted thom a 100% increased cos?
of living bonus for 1_946Q Despite the larger demand for labor during the war,
these increcased cost of living bonuses have only reluctantly followed the
general increase of the living cost, . Foederal Councillor Nobs continued that
for their spontancousg efforts,the federal personnel dgserves the gratitudec of
the wholce Swiss pcople., However, it ghould not be forgotten that the financial
gituation of the Confederation I's at presont much less favorable than many
menbors of parliament belicve. Neovertheless,this ycar,the federal government
will pay 316 miliion francs of autumn bonuses and is planning further bonuscs of
a total of 21 million francs for 1946, . A complete wage adaptation to the
former standsrd,hewover, would be about 90 million francs.
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