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CONCLUSION CF ALLIED TRADE NEGOTIATIONS WITH SWITZERL.ID,

In its broadcast to New Zealand on the 13th March, the Swiss Radio made the
following comments on the conclusion of the allied trade negotiations with
Switzerlands -~

"After 35 weeks' negotiations witk the delegotions from U.S.4.,
Britain and France, the trade talks havo come to an end. Only a small part
of the agreement can be made public, but on the whole we can say thot
Switzorland may rogard 1t as o great economic and political succoss.

We have been accuscd of acts of which wo arc not guilty, and the
talks with thesc dclogations gave us an opportunity to crcatc a better
understanding, and to give thom a clecarcr idoa of our cconomic position and
our ncutrality,
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It was a mattor of "give and take!, and we only gave way to deomands
which were in accordanco with our noutrality. The dircect trade with Germany
wos alrecady rcduccd to such a lovel that it was hardly worth mentioning.

As rogards the trangport through Switzorland of coal and iron for
Italy, we had o good reason for stopping this, as it did not secem logical to
allow such transports through our country when these very badly nceded raw
matorlals wero denicd to us.

All German bonk accounts in Switzorland werc blocked and are being
investigatod,

We arc happy to say that we have becen granted a consgiderable
quontity of foodstuffs and, what is cven more important, doliverics of
industrial raw materials. The Allies will also assist us as much as possidblo
by granting transport facilitics through France for our imports and cxports.!

THE GREAT SWISS ALPINE TUNNELS.
ST, GOTTHARD, SIMPLON & LOZTSCHBERG.

o g lhry

¢ In thesc days, whon the strategic valuc of the St. Gotthard and Simplon tunncols
; in Switzerland is so often discusscd by the international press, a reviow of the
! history and foaturcs of those groat passageways which pilerce Nature's mighty
ramparts between the North and South may be timely.

The history of the St. Gotthard dates back to the carly Middle JAges,

Originally thero was merecly & narrow trail, but in order to facilitate
commereial transactions botween the citics on cither side of tho mountain it
was gradually widencd into a rcgular path for mulcs, Thig was the boginning of
its fame,
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In the 14th contury—-tho pass was alroady considerod to be the main route for
the transpsristion of-merehsnydico-fTom. Baglo, Zurich-and Imcerno to the rich
distwicts of Lombardy. It also wags much freguented by-travecllers in general.

Tho St, Gotthard saw no further improvements until 1707, when a 73-yard-long
tunnel was blasted through the base of the Kilchberg ncar Andermatt. It
became known as the Urnorloch and holped to make crossings casier, Pinally,
in 1830, congtruct.on of the prosent highway was begun, Twelvo ycars later
& daily servico with a horsecdrawn diligoncc accommnodating eight passengers

was lnaugurated. In due time this secrvico was taken over and operated by tho
Fodcral Department of Posts and Railroads. Several decadcs ago horsc~drawm
coachos gaveo way to modern buscs,

Morc and more thoe noccssity for swifter and better transit between the North
and South bocame apparent, The ocarlicst plans for a Swiss Alpine railway date
back to 1838, when onginocer La Niceca oxamined the Splugen and Iukmanior passcs
for this purposo. However, his plans did not materialize and in 1852 anothor
ongincor, Koller by name, advanced the first projcet for the St, Gotthard, Ho
had tho support of chicf cngincer ILucchini., Five yecars lator came the first
projects for a Simplon tunncl and soon after therc was a discussion in Borne
regarding a Grimscl railway.

But in vicw of the central location of tho St., Gotthard all other plans were
finally abandonod, cspecially whon Germany and Italy, who werc oqually
interested in a tunncl projoct, also docidod in favor of the St. Gotthard.
Aftor a scrics of conferences a treaty was signed by thesce three countrics in
1871, and a total building appropriation of 119 million Swiss Francs was
provided,

Boring of tho §t, Gotthard tunncl was begun at both cnds in the summer of 1872,
and on February.29, 1880, thc workmon met and shook hands in the centre. An
averoge of 2,500 workmen was cmployod daily and ot timos the numbor rose to

3,400,

Running from Gdschonen to Alrolo, tho tunncl is slightly ovor 9%-milos long.,
The doublo-track tunncl is 28 feot wido and 21 fect high.

Chiof onginoor of this hugo projcct was Louls Favrc of Goneva, Howover, fate
denled him the satisfaction of witncssing its full completion, On July 19,
1879, Favro suddenly diod of hoart failurc whilc on an ingpoction tour in tho
tunncl, Alrcady on Decomber 23, 1881, the first train passcd through tho
tunnol and on Moy 23, 1882, the formal inauguration took place.

A now and glorious era now began for the St., Gotthard, From itg beginning
the railway became world famous for the boautiful scencry through which it
passcs and for the astonishing technical foaturcs which it boasts., Alrcady
tho following yoar the sccond track provided for in theo tunncl had to be laid.

Still anotheor triumph was in storo for the St, Gotthard railway whon by 1924
the ontire linc from Baglo to Chiasso, together with the branch lino from
Zurich, wasg clectrifiod. Past cxpross trains pass through the St. Gotthard
tunnel in 12 nminutes,

While the St. Gotthard tunncl picrccs the Alps in a straight linc from north
to south, the Simplon trnnol follows o northwest-southcast dircction., Tho
Simplon ruuto thus is a vital link between France and Italy, and is by moans
of the Létschberg railway, inougurated in 1913, also of inportance to northemrn
Europc, In normal times the daily "Simplon-~Oricent! IExpress, with slcopors
fron Calais and Paris, travelled to Trieste, Bolgrade, Sofia, Athons, Bucarost
ond Istanbul,

The Simplon Pass dates back to the Roman cra.  Howcver, after the decling of
the Ronan cmpirc tho road was not used for mony conturios. A reovival of

traffic took offoct only in 1250 A.D. whon a trado agrocnent was signod botwoon
tho Bishop of Sion and o commcercial houso in Milan, stipulating that tho old

path across the Sirmplon should sorve as the conncetion,

Once moro the Simplon Pass would have bocome forgotton had it not boen for
Kogpar Stockalper, morchant princo and philanthropist of Brig.
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Napoleon Bonaparte developed the prinitive Simplon trail into a nodern highway
fron 18C0-1805. Whilc he had also planncd to build a large Hospice on the
sumit, fato prevonted hin from completing the project,

Tarious plans for the piercing of the Alps under the Monte Leone mountain group
in the roaln of the Simplon, wero under consideration for soveral decades before
a definite projoect could be workod out, Finally, after a satisfactory agrecnent
had been concluded with Italy, construction of the Sinplon tunnel was started in
the Fall of 1898, On Fobruary 24, 1905 the workers from both ends net on May
19, 1906 the inangiration took place. The total cost of consgtruction amounted
to 100 nillion S. FPrs,

The Simplon tunnel beotweoen Brig, in the Swiss Rhono valley, and Iscllo, in Italy,
+ 1s thce world's longest tunnel, It ig 12 niles and 537 yards long.

The Simplon ig the lowest great Alpinc tunnel, its highcst clovation being only
2,313 feect., Unlike the St. Gotthard, which is a wider bore with double tracks
throughout, the Sinplon was built with two gallerics, 56 foet apart, connectoed
by cross shafts overy 220 yards. At first just one gallcry was finished and
one gingle track laid. The sccond gallory was complcted in 1922, Electric
traction was used in the Simplon tunncl fron the gtart,

During the boring of the Simplon tunncl only 42 lives werc logt, while 177
worknen dled during the St. Gotthard tunnel construction, The course of the
Simplon line from Vallorbe to Laugannc, along tho lakc of Genova and up the
Rhone valley, spells scenic enchantnent throughout.

Connecting Goppenstein in the Valais, with Kandersteg in the Bornesc Oberland,
the Loctschborg tunneol, piorcing the Bernese Alps, is the third longost in
Switzerland, neasuring 9 milos, 140 yards. Coanstruction of this tunncl was
started on October 15, 1906, with the actual picrcing taking place on March 31,
1911, On July 15, 1913 the Loctschberg railway was formally inaugurated, It
starts at Spicz, on theo lakc of Thun, hag immecdiatc connections with Berne and
Interlaken and has boen operated clectricelly fron the start.

The Loctschborg rallway is noted for the glorious scencry it traverses.
Intoresting in the Valisan soction are the irmpressive avalanche gallerics and
other protective neasures againgt avalanches, a featuro which nay also bo
observed in certain parts of the St. Gotthard railway.

‘The great Swiss Alpine tunncls werc built in an cra of peace. They wero

intonded to promote international tradec and travel, bringing tho nations of
Burope into swifter contact with cach other.
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SWISS STUDY NEW L.ABOR POSSIBILITIES FOR POSTWAR PERIOD.

Tho Swigss goveornnent, in the framework of a vast programc destined for the
croation of ncew labor possibilitics for the postwar period, has carcfully
exanined tho problems of tho future of our export trade which is ono of the
ossential parts in the dovelopnent of our country's cconony, The governnont is
studying a better functioning and the facilitation of the financing of our
cxports although it adnits that thce present syston of cloaring will still remain
in force for tho time being. It is well known how liberal the Swiss authorities
are in all questions concorning advancos in clearing, If this policy has
gecured our factorics a normal activity during this war, it has also nade our
country a creditor to statcs whoge financial situation at tho nonent is
distinctly precarious. Thorcfore, the governnent will have to stirmlate the
activity of our foreign trade through an cxtonsion of its guarantces against tho
risk of oxportation. State intervention in the financing of cxports is
esgontial for the developnont of this branch. The various cxport onterpriscs
could cede the Pedeoral guarantces to thoir banks as sccurities for advances

they receivae, The Swiss oxporter will thus avold long immobilization of
capltal due to the slow functioning of clearing, and the accelerated circulation
of noney on the other hand will again help to stimulate purchases abroad, Thus,
practically everything will have been done in Switzerland to further our export
trade, The quality of our products, the qualification of our workers and the
far-sightedness of our industrial circles are naturally also favorable factors.



	The great Swiss Alpine tunnels : St. Gotthard, Simplon & Loetschberg

