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CONCLUSION CF ALLIED TRADE NEGOTIATIONS WITH SWITZERL.ID,

In its broadcast to New Zealand on the 13th March, the Swiss Radio made the
following comments on the conclusion of the allied trade negotiations with
Switzerlands -~

"After 35 weeks' negotiations witk the delegotions from U.S.4.,
Britain and France, the trade talks havo come to an end. Only a small part
of the agreement can be made public, but on the whole we can say thot
Switzorland may rogard 1t as o great economic and political succoss.

We have been accuscd of acts of which wo arc not guilty, and the
talks with thesc dclogations gave us an opportunity to crcatc a better
understanding, and to give thom a clecarcr idoa of our cconomic position and
our ncutrality,
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It was a mattor of "give and take!, and we only gave way to deomands
which were in accordanco with our noutrality. The dircect trade with Germany
wos alrecady rcduccd to such a lovel that it was hardly worth mentioning.

As rogards the trangport through Switzorland of coal and iron for
Italy, we had o good reason for stopping this, as it did not secem logical to
allow such transports through our country when these very badly nceded raw
matorlals wero denicd to us.

All German bonk accounts in Switzorland werc blocked and are being
investigatod,

We arc happy to say that we have becen granted a consgiderable
quontity of foodstuffs and, what is cven more important, doliverics of
industrial raw materials. The Allies will also assist us as much as possidblo
by granting transport facilitics through France for our imports and cxports.!

THE GREAT SWISS ALPINE TUNNELS.
ST, GOTTHARD, SIMPLON & LOZTSCHBERG.
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¢ In thesc days, whon the strategic valuc of the St. Gotthard and Simplon tunncols
; in Switzerland is so often discusscd by the international press, a reviow of the
! history and foaturcs of those groat passageways which pilerce Nature's mighty
ramparts between the North and South may be timely.

The history of the St. Gotthard dates back to the carly Middle JAges,

Originally thero was merecly & narrow trail, but in order to facilitate
commereial transactions botween the citics on cither side of tho mountain it
was gradually widencd into a rcgular path for mulcs, Thig was the boginning of
its fame,
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