Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand
Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 10 (1944-1945)

Heft: 7

Artikel: In defense of Switzerland

Autor: [s.n]

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-942760

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 18.08.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-942760
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

sLVET,

SWISS BENEVOLENT SOCIETY
in New Zealand

Monthly Publication of the

Group New Zealand of the N.H.G.

WELT INGTON .,
APRIL,1945. Vol.7,10th Year,

IN DEFENSE OF SWITZERLAND.

Pour La Victoire’,the distinguished Journal Francais d!'Amerique,published in itsg
isgue of January 13,under the title,'"In My Opinion”,an editorial: "In Defense of
Switzerland® by its editor Michel Pobers (a Frenchman). Among other cities

¥, Pobers has lived for many years in Geneva,Berne. He is well qualified to defend
Switzerland.

A tiny country in the heart of Burope is setting the world an amazing example of
dignity,hunanity,and the most enlightened liberalism.

Need we renind peoplc of the position and role of Switzerland since 19397 Need we
remind them that despite an encircling fcordon totalitaire" Switzerland has

yielded none of her proud traditiong,hag kept intact her democratic institutions and
her frce press, and has strained every effort to alleviate the hardships caused by
the war?

The Swiss,worthy he! s of the Henrli Dunants and the Gustave Adors,once more are
demonstrating that the soul of Switzerland cannot be gauged by the width of her
territory bubt rather by the majestic groatness of her mountaing,

Surely we might have believed that since Switzorland,from 1940 to 1944,had been
as an oasls in the fasclst desert, she would have been sparcd the misery of having
to defend herself againsgt ingratitude and slander.

Unfortunately,amidst the moral confusion of this sixth year of war, such strange
happenings arc not impossible.

Some newspapers are shooting poisoncd arrows at the only democratic country
" which has dared stand up to the passions of its ncighbors.

This started over the selection of the future home of the new Leaguc of Nations,
iNot Switzerland. Not Goenevall' people said, '"Too many unhappy memorics aro
attached to these nameg,.,

Certainly the name of Gencva evokes thoughts of a generous ideal betrayed by

some of the members of The lLeague of Natlong. But it also evokes the merciful
symbol of the Red Cross, the magnificent work of welfare organizations and so many
other fine achievemeats in which the Swiss people have never faltered.

It hag been suzgested that the new League of Nations git at Vienna,I am not oblivious
to Viennese charm, but does the former capital of the Austro~Hungarian Zmpire evoke
such pleasant memorieg? JAndgadbove all, what advantege would there be in establish-~
ing the league of the United Nationg in a German language city?
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An American review discussing the future of the free world, published an attack on
Switzerland which, to put it mildly, was uvnexpected. The Swigs press wasg said to
be pro-fascigt! The poor ignorvamus who wrote this monstrosity could not have

been acquainted with the Swiss press except perhaps for one or two inconsequential
sheets minug influence of circulation. He could not have heard of William Martin,
the master of internotional journalism of the Bazette of Zurich® -~ one of the three
or four outstanding newspapers in the world. Nor could he have heard of the
"Gazette de Lausannei"

No matter where we may look, 1f the seat of the new League of Nations is to be in
Burope, Switzerland is the only country truly suitable for such a purpose.
Everything about her makes it so, - her history, her tri-lingual culture, her
geographical position in the very heart of the continent, at the cross-roads of
the St. Gothard, - her democratic tradition.

But the extravagant press campailgn did not confine itself to the choice of a new
international capital. . Switzerland is accused of lacking in firmness with her
German neighbor. She 1s reproached for not breaking off commercial relations
with Germany. "Reporters, " who have ncver looked at a map of Europe, speak
gravely of the "tremendous economic aidf which Switzerland is giving to Germany.

At a time when Switzerland did not have onough to provide for her own children she
gsent food to French and Belglan children, and to bomb victims in London. She
invited the children of war prisoners to come to her mountain resorts as honor
guosts, A

The food which the Quakers and the Red Crosg were able to ship to France and other
occupled countries, could be obtained only with Switzerland's help.

Today, due to stringent restrictions in Allied shipoing, and since she can ask
nothing of liberated France or Italy (both starved and ruined), Switzorland
gallantly struggles with the mogt gerious difficulties.

Without access to the sea, unable to depond on coal or raw materials from overseas,
Switzerland fights hunger, cold and destitution as grimly as she fought totalitarian
contagion.

Doubtlecss there will be no sequcl to the press polomics. There will e no
"sanctions" against Switzerland. Tomorrow those news writers in. @ueco of
gengations will discover other subjects.

As for me, whonever I hear people talk of post war Zurope, my thoughts go back to
the pasgst, to those years which I was privilegod to spend in Switzerland, and I ask
myself: "Will they not try to find in Europe a constitution on the pattern of the
Helvetic Confoderation? And will the doy ever come when the world shall be
blessed with this spirit of tolerance, this respect for what i1s right, this happy
synthesls which embodies at once national sentiment ond e keen understanding of
the multiplicity of languages and cultures, and has made of tiny Switzerland a
country of which all REuropeans may Justly be proud.!
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ECHO REGARDING THE CONCLUSION COF ALLIED TRADE NEGOTIATIONS WITH SWITZERLAND,

1. Statement by Leuchlin Currie, Chiof of the American Mission.

Mr, Lauchlin Currie who led the Amcrican delcgation during the recent economic
negotiations in Berne said on March 19th in the course of a press conforonce that
in his opinion a perfect agrcemcnt was rcached on all points. The agrecment was
in all respects iIn harmony with Switzerland's policy of noutrality.

2, Through the Eycs of tho Swiss Pross (Swiss Radio Broadcast to New Zoaland),

The Swiss press gave consgiderable gpace to the cconomic agrceomoents rocently drawn
up botween Switzerland and thc Allies.' Wo road about this in the '"Noue Zurcher
Zoitung®: {True, the comprohension of our partners was deepencd by tho sovoral
wecks stay in our country of the spccial delegations. Howover, 1t is also

ombedded in the deterained will mado nccossary by the unprocedented totalization
of war. Switzerland's resolve to maintain ecconomic lifc in tho tecth of all the
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