Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand
Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 10 (1944-1945)

Heft: 12

Artikel: Dividing the cheese an important event in the Justis Valley
Autor: [s.n]

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-942786

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 07.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-942786
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

3.

In the world we have been confronted with the spectacle of totel war,
Vefy evidently the ‘defence of o ndtion implies the summoning of all the nation's
resources, The nation régponds with common consent to this summons, The
General is duty-bound to proclaim thig¢ and to thank on this day all those who
were not called upon to take the oath asked of the troops,but who,nevertheless,
served the same flag. These flags assembled before me are the outward sign of
the unity of the nution., The sélidarity which sustained us during the war must
remain our strength throughout the years to come, To ignore this,to deny it,
would be to put out to sed uwnguided despite the tempest which is still raging
across the world, To prolong this solidarity is to assure ourselves the
meximum chance of overcoming our difficulties, Soldiers of 1939 to 1945,
end of active service does not mean rest for you, It mcans,on the contrary,
manifold problems to solve. In other forms the fight for the nation'sg
existencce continues and requires the same fervor and the same faith,: Your
General now returns to his place in the ranks of the army; but the army
remains ready. Recruits who are here for this ceremony and who,tomorrow,will
toké the place of your elders,receive from their handsg the ordar which they have
so faithfully carricd out; for these flags will one day become your sacred
trust. Farowell noble hanner; today I entrust you intact to the authorities
of the land. . Moy thoge who have served under my orders during the past six
years never swerve or tire,!
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DIVIDING THE CHEESE AN IMPORTANT_EVENT IN THE JUSTIS VALLEY.

Not many things happen in the quiet little Justistal which reaches from Merligen,
on the right shore of thc lake of Thun,up to the mountains which kezp watch over
it in. the background, The valley is only 8 kilometers long and true to its"
destination dairying is its chief occupation. Geographically the valley belongs
_to the community of Sigrlsw11 but the villages of Oberhofen and Beatenboerg also
““have pasture rights, TUp to 400 head of cattle find excellent grazing in these
parts wherc the altitude has a pleasant averoge of 4,100 feet a/s.

 Big ovents in the Justistal arc the Alpaufzug,or departurc of the herds for the
“sumnmor pastures,early in Junc,and the Alpabfahrt,at the ond of. September,

' Thig descent to the winter homus is preceded by the all- important "Kastellct" the
d1v1ain of the cheose that has been made dnring the season.

On a given day,afﬁer'grazing“OI'the pastures has been completed,the superintendent
of this dairying district summons all owners of cattle on pasture to attend this
function, '"Kdsteilet" hos for many. ¢enturies been a festive day. It starts

soon after dawn,whon entire fdmilics ‘set out -~ according to their affluence -
with wooden crates,handcarts and horge-drawn vehicles for the far end of the
valley. The Beatenberg farmers hove the most todious journey for in order to
reach the Justistal cheese cellars they must proceed over a narrow trail which
windg around the Nledorhorn. ‘

Throughout the summer all thc chceses made in the different alplne huts are
brought to the cheege cellars at the: "Speicherborg" A cow produces -about

800 1itres of milk (1 litre - 1 3/4 pint) during an alpine summer and from this
about 70 kilograms of cheese are made (1 kilo - 2 1/5 1bs,). In order to have

a 100% cotrect distributlon of _checse, da careful daily account isg kept of the
milk obtained from cach cow, ~ The chief dairyman has charge of these calculations
and is admittedly ‘an eéxpert at it, ' Thus,when the peasants arrive on K#steilet
day for their cheese,each ican. avoertain for himgelf to how much he will be

; entltled The more .cows he owns tho more chees» ho will receive,

ﬁBefore the d1V1d1ng ceromony starts the cheeses,welghing approximately 12~15 kiloes,
are passed in chain fashion:'from the ccllars to improvised long tables. Here
“thoy arée neatly arranged in piles of five or six,with a generous portion of
butter or cottage cheese: as 2 crowning feature, When all this preparatory work
is done,the head dairyman begins to draw small wooden tags from a bag,each
‘bearing the name of a farmer-belonging to the Justistal pastoral cooperation.
Oarcfully: the tags are placed on differcnt piles of checses and presently starts
the happy hunt of owmecrship.  However,mony small farmers are only éntitled to
a half or even a quarter of one pile. More calculations are necessary and in
such instances the superintendent of the Justistal pastures stands by to settle
any possible disputes,
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After the cheeses have been loaded on crates,carts and wagons the people enjoy
a. friendly reunion'neéar the cheese cellars. Refreshments,singing,yodeling,
accordion playing,ard even a wrestling match or two,are welcome diversions.
Pinally,in the middle of the afternoon,the entire company starts on its happy
homeward march, Immediately behind follow the herds of cattle,with each
leading cow proudly wearing a bouquet of flowers on her head.
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'SUNTRY NEWS FROM SWITZERLAND.

Pestalozzi Jubilee in 1946.  After the collapse, of European culture,there is a
deep craving for the revival of human rights and social justice. The 200th
anniversary of Henrl Pestalozzi's birthday,which will be celebrated on the 12th
January,1946,will be an occasion to recall the outstanding work of this great
Swiss educationalist and humanitarian,who was the founder of modern principles
of education,  “An ‘international Congress of men who have dedicated themselves to
the study of Pestalozzils work,and of educationalists from all countries,will
take place in Switzerland., Grbat interest in this eveut is already being
displayed in educational circles in thu Unltbd States, the British Empire,China,
and on the European Contlngnt ]

Student Exchange w1th Anglo-Saxon Countries, Right after VE Day efforts were
started to work out exchanges- of university students between the Uhited States
and Switzerland as well as between Great Britaln and. Switzerland, An agreement
hag been made with Britain according. to which young Swiss fricnds of England
are offered an opportunlty to study in, Emgland

Ame rican Students in Swit: erland. A plan is under considbration to enable
students in the imerican Forces,who are still in Europe, to study in Switzerland.
Some 150 Americdr-doctors and nurses will visit Swiss hospitals,sanitoriums and
health rcsorts for éne or two wecks. Further, speclal academy courses,lasting
1-3 months,will be arrangcd for about 2,500 Amvrlcan student s,  The Swiss
Universities have been approached with 31m11ar raquosts by other countrlus.

Swiss Model Schools for Gormany., It is planncd to opbn in Souzh Germany o number
of Swiss model schools and colleges, staffed with Swiss teachers. The plan is
supported by the authorities of the French Forces of occupation. To begin with
only carefully selocted Germen children and young people will be admitted to
these schools. The 1mmudiate object is to create exemplary education centres,

Exhibition of Swiss Books in Britain and of Britlsh Bodks in Switzerland,
Commencing next Spring it is plamed fo orgonise an exhibition of Swiss books
in London,which will g0’ th all the Ebgllsh and. Scottish University towns.
Later on a similar exhlbition of British books Will be organised to tour the
bigger Swiss towns R S e

Swiss Contributions to the International Red Cross. During the war the Swiss
Government has granted to. the Committeec of the International Red Cross at
Geneva,approximately NZ £7,250,000, while other sources in Switzerland have
furnished another NZ £8, OOO 000, . i b 8 S0

HOSpitallsatlon ir Svitzerland of war victims suffering from tuberculosis. .

The Sviss radio on Alth Soptcmbor announced that Switzerland considers it her
duty to come to the aid of foreign vwar victims suffering from tuberculosis,

by offering free treatment in her nany well-equipped sanitoriums. The
organisation "§wiss Aid Lor War Victims!" which has recently bsen backed by the
Swise Government with 74 million £NZ, and is at present raising a similar amount
by private collections in Switzerland,is financing these¢ activities. So far,
1104 French and 58 Dutch, patients are receiving treatment under this gcheme, at
Arosa, Davos,Montana and Leysin.. Only patients with a good chance of recovery
are selected and the period of treatment 1s .2 years.

Opening in London of a "Swiss Office for thu Development of Trade". Arrangements
are almost completed for the opening of .a London branch of the "Swiss Office

for the Development of Trade" at Zurich .and Lausanne to foster trade butween
Switzorland and the British Emplre. o
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