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At the moment there are about 11,000 Russian internees in - 'r country.
They are mostly former prisoners:of war who escaped from Germaon canps at the time
of the Reich's collapse, They haveé‘all been well treated and have been taken
good care of, They are enjoying the same privileges which accordowg to inter-
national conventions we have granted all‘foreign soldiers who have come o oebk
refuge in our country. On June 16 I saw about a hundred of thesc Russians:
accompanied by 8 unarmed Swiss soldicrs taking a walk in the strcots of BDerne
and singing their national songso' They were all- properly dressed in new uniforms
and looked extremely healthy,  Why are they still in Switzerland? ?Ay have they.
not yet gone back to their own country from which they have been separated for
such a long time?, Our authorities have declarcd themseives willing to let them
g0. There is no" obstacle ih their way if they want to do $0, We have never tried
to retain them and only in the intercsts of the countries which they will have to
pass we have submitted them to a sanitary quarantine,an elemontory hygienic measure
whose value cannot be discussed; If they are gtill in Switzerland, it 1s becauso
they don't know by which route they would be able to travel home, A4nother
reagon is that our neighboring countries and the military aunthoritics who are in’
charge of them have not put at our disposal:the'means of %ransporftation which
are indispensablc for thesc repatriations. The difficultics have cerbainly not
their source with the Swiss authorities. .They arc caused by circamstances which
are beyond our control Nevertheless, all these Russian internces are welcome
in our country and our poopl havé”r9061Ved them with friendliness, We have
done everything in our power to take ‘good care of them and to cure the effects
of the moral and physical hardships thby have had to endure in German orison
camps. We understand their wish to- rpturn home and also the w1sh o the Soviet
government to sce those men back again on Russian t“rr1t0“ya We nev T,in the
least, opposed ourselves agalnst ‘these very natural feolifigs for vc arc respecting
internatlonal law as well as we deci&e for dndividual freedom, The steps taken
by dur authorities have led to no positive results so far but they will not fail
to do so if the Russian dlplomacv will 1ond a hand to it, This voice would
undoubtedly be hcard, Wouldn't it be much simpler to stralghton out thls'
problem in direct contact without intormedlarius instead of communicatwng
government ‘decisions through officious radid stoations? uﬂlthrland would be
willing,as the Russian rcfusal last November has chonged nothing in our plans and
intentions, She would be glad to meet a similar attitude in her far way
inturlocutbrs. The Russian auﬂhorities vioul & then flnd that in th*s matter no .
reproaches can bc muue to Switze 1and
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HAS SWITZERLAND ENOUGH TO EAT?

PR

Food. rations in our country ha.VO grown VCI‘J Smaul and our pqu...u are
cagerly expecting new 1mports.' The Federal statistlcal o;flce in Berne hag -
published several most interestlng figures, comparlng the food situation in our
country during the first 'and the second world war, They reveal above all that’
in the first war no major restrictions were necessary during the first year and
that also in this war 1940 was still a rula’civoly good year, Tn January 1917
sugar had still been free, In December of thé same year, the ‘ration had bcen
750 grams. In January 1940 however, the monthly quantiuy of sugar alLowed per hoau
was 2000 grams and in Deccmber 1000 grams, Today,the flguro hag even dropped to
500 grams, Spaghetties,macaroniocs” and noodlés had 'still been unrationed until
late in the summer 1917, and in 1918, the monthly ratién had varied from 350 to
400 grams. Today we cnly get 250 grams, The presont ‘bread ratlon is about as
high as in the last years of the first war., Cheese rations are even o bit’ hlgher.
But meat had not been ratloned at ‘all in the first war vhile today it has become
a very scarce article, Edible fats and oils had only been rationed in the last
month of the first war and’ dur ing a short period” ‘afterwards, ”oday the foodstuffs
which have grown rarest in-our country are Jjust fat and 0il, : If Swituzerland could
import more fats, a most important food ‘problem would bp SOTVOu fﬁ; there are
sufficient quantities of potatoes in the country,’” :

SW1tzer1and would 1ike to extend her rellef and ald actlonso After the
departure of the internees and refugees “in our country she would 1ike to welcome
new categorles of them,especially a great number of undernourished Dutch
children, ' Reports from Holland' continuc to' saj save ¢ur children who are weak
and underfed and need great care, But our countrv s charitable actions create
the great problems of food supply. Nevertholoss we are determlned uO accept
further tens of thousands of needy people, '
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Nobody can say that there is not enough to eat in Switzerland. But our
responsible authorities are not.only thlnxing of the present moment they are
planning for the coming w1nter they are calculatlnr with ourT . supply,with
the shortage of iins and oils :and with ou: dwlndling stocks of foodstuffs, The
end of war has not rendered the tasks of:the war economic offices less difficult,
because today a strong urge for freedom from restrictions makes itself felt in
our country and a certain impatience for the food supply to normelize itself
again, This impatience is continuously kept undér control by our authorities
who still have no guarantee that the promised imports 'will really arrive. Today
the question of transporting goods is almost more dlfflcult t6 ‘solve than the
problem of buying goods, - There are goods enough on’ “the world's markets,but
there is a definite lack of shipping space and port fac1lit1es to unload them and
of communication lines to and from the. ports. to our country,  The best cxample of
Switzerland’s dependency on foreign imports is our bread supplye “In normal years
our country produces about 17,000 freight cars of ten tons of ceroals; Before
the war we imported every yeor about 43,000 carloads. This explains the worries
of our war -office for cereals when at the end of last year 1mports of cereals
completely stopped,

 Every report on new facilities for our Aimports arouses new hopes.
It is reckoned that most foodstuffs will still have to be rationed during part
of 1946, The coming month will show how the situation ‘is devolop1:“ and how
much the crops will yield, So far only the rat10n1ng of. drl d eggpowder from
America has becn abolished, This article,however,is oxpon31ve and has never
bocome a popular foodstuff., The f1rst great rollof in the food 31tuat10n will

...............

Portugal will arrive in our countny. -But. even. after that there will be many
problems to be solved in our national-supply ‘system, " “Coal is one f the main
problems among them. Whether the Enropean coal producers will be able to meet
the joint plan for the oxp101tat10n and dlstrlbutlon of coal on our continent
remains still to be seen,  Experts declare that if the various coal producing
... countries will not come to a final agreement not much maj be expected in this
field v o . et : :
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THE SWISS WORKERS AT THE-ZND OF. THE WAR.

If we couparc the situation of the workingman at the end of this war,
the end of the flrst war.we find that in. the Fall 1918 .the Swiss workers had
been in fierce opposition to the state and sociajy in gcneral Jhaving even
organized a gencral strike and. having fought against army and federal (ouncil,
Today. the workers have a representative in the Federal Council which is a
coalition gcvernment, There are no strikes, no unemployment and the workers arc
among the most loyal scldiers. Nevertheless,it wotld be wrong to thirk that
-everything ig perfect,

& Tho workers have a. number of difflcult years bohlnd them° The general
cost of living has increased by 53% and in most’ trados_thls increase has only
partly been equa_lzed by hlghor vages. Many worksrs' f“_illes have to struggle
very. hard -to make the money last for.the week, If this situatlon has not had
strong repercussions on our domestic 51tuat10n this is mainly due to the fact that
.so far labour has been in great. demand and that no one has had to be wi L thout
swork, ~ The number of families where almost each member has its own Job is
considerablea

The Swigs workers are more or less in constant negotiations with the
‘state and their employers, having le-rned that in this way much can b: gained,
Moreover,they are making comparisons between their own situation ar? that of the
workers in other countries. Our rationing system takes into consideration the
- requirements of our working class and in the cities like Basle, Zurich,Berme and
others the workers and.their representatives are either in the majority or have
at least an important word to say and are thus able to’ co-operate in the
establishment of social work and in the rpduotion of social differences.

In the first world war there were .rich people who could get anythlng
money could buy, This time, rationing is much more rigorous and there is greater
Justice for all, Fﬁrtnermore our systenm of wage compensation for mobilized
soldiers hes also greatly contributed to a more peaceful situatlon in our country.
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