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Now,peace is at hand, But until a normal veacetime regime has been set
up we shall have to surmount many difficulties. In the immediate future
urgent tasks demand our attention., A system of insurance for the aged, the
widows and the orphans must be achieved. Better protection must be given to
the Swigss family. Holp must be oxtonded to Swisgs citizens having rceturned
home from abroad. Faming logislation must be drawn up and votid, In short,
many scrious financial and social problems must be studied and solved.,

During this period of transition, the Swiss people will be called upon to
give rencwed proof of thoir political mindcdness. I say ronewod proof,for
full proof was given during tho past ycars of conflict. But the achievoment
of the past must be equalled and surpasscd in the futurc. Should differcnces
of opinion arise regarding thce best solutions to our many probloms,thoso
differcnces of opinion mugt be ironed out by resorting to legal constitutional
means,and in a gplrit of poace and harmony, The suffering of other pcoples
will keep us mindful of the fact that we have no right to become impaticnt,

Fellow countrymen, all our cares, however great they may be, will not
deprive us of a full realization that war operations have come to a close,
In the midst of a continent whoge future is still v iled in uncertainty,
Switzerlaend is duty-bound to show that a small country has a role to play.
Among st these towei: 3Alps lives a democratic nation, Here the most simple
man ,whatever his language or hisg religion,may enjoy all the rights and
privileges granted by the constitution. Under the protection of her army,
Switzerland has practised during the war a policy of neutrality which has
proved its worth across the past centuries. Under heaven's blessing she
has escaped the threatening horrors of war, Lord,grant Thy help to this
our homeland. !

L TEER SO T S G

THE ZND OF HOSTILITIES IN AUROPZ -
THROUGH THEZ EYES OF THu SWISS PRESS.

Now that the war in Burope is over, the Swiss Press, without distinction of
party,language or religilon,stress the point that the Swiss people,their govern-
ment,and their army have remained true to themselves in spite of the ever-increasing
difficvlties of the past six years. In the cyes of the world and oui history,
Switzerland hasg withistood the test, The loftist progs has taken the opportunity

to cmphasize that the time has now come to take up with new zcal the monifold
problems of social equilibrium and justice, whilc other papers point out that
Burope's rccovery will be found in a strongthening of the democratic idea.

All articles have as their theme:; gratitude,consciousness of responsibility,

and duty.

GENERAL PRESS REMARKS.

"Gazotte de Lausanne! of Lausanno: ' "The nows of Gormany's gencral capitulation
has revived hope all over the world, The monstrous pian'of domination and
violonce, to which Hitler's mind gave birth,has onded in complete failure, The
day of Jjustice is now dawning., Everywhere the shackles of bondage have boen
broken and the subjected people rojoice in their frecdom., In this solomn hour,
our thoughts turn with gratitude to all thosc pcope who have given their
life-blood for the liberation of the world., Our thoughts also turn to the
unknown soldiers who,to a certain extoent, fought for us too, and to all the

dead who sacrificed themselves so that the world might be sure of a better future.
Our sympathy and respoct also go to thosc who have resisted in the oppressed
lands, to all those living in toerrorized countrics,who have given their lives

or have sufferced atroclous persccution becauge of their rosolve not to submit

to the will of the oppressor, Let us never forget those victims whosc unsung
heroisn 1s an honour to mankind',

SWISS PRESS RZPORTS OF PEACE-DAY CZLEBRATIONS IN SWITZERLAND,

Weue Zircher Zeitung® of Zurichy; #In Zurich,the day of tho laying~-do'm of
arms was cclebrated calmly. Numerous public and privatc concerng gave full or
half day holidays to their employces, The city was gaily decorated with flags,
hoth Allied and S-iee. and the streetis werc thronged with people in festive
mood, Many small children carried paper flags of Switzerland and the Allied
Nations, In the evening the Soclalist Workerg organised two mass meotings.
Among others,the City Prosident,Mr.Ifichinger, and National Councillor Meierhans
apoke, These meetings adoptod the slogan "We want to win the peacel,f
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"La Suisse" of Geneva: '"The outburst of joy on Monday which the announcoment
of the capitulatlon of Gemmany produced,was continucd on Tucsday becauge this
day had been selected as the day of the official proclamation of tho cnd of
hostilitics in Buropc., Schools were closcd; the flags of Switzerland and
Gonova were holistcd on St. Peter’s Cathedral and all other public buildings,
while the strects werc gaily dockbd with flags, The students from the colleges
and the Univorsity organised a parade and marched to the British Consulate
shouting "Churchill Churchill", His Majesty's Consul spoke a few words, and
finally as the crowd continued to manifest its joy, he ghowed them a large
picture of the Prime linister, which produced another burst of cheering, The
young people then sang the Swiss National Anthem, followed by "lipperary!l,

National zeitung" of Basle: "Numerous fires were 1it on the mountain tops of
the Prench Upper Rhine axrea of Alsace during the Tuesday night., Late on the
Tuesday evening a procession of geveral thousand people marched from French St,
Louis to the Swiss border; in their frantic joy they wanted to cross over into
Swit zerland. After much pushing,the crowd broke through and many hundreds of
people marched into Basle. Alsatian speakecrs addressed rejoicing crowds in the
public squarcs., In view of the special character of the day, the Swiss border
guards did not want to resori to foxce,f

SWISS FRESS LOOKS AHEAD,

"Weue Purcher Zeitung® of Zurich: "An improvement in Swilzerland's supply
gituation 1s not to be expected in the necar future. This fact has to be made
known and stressed. The year 1945, particularly the next few months, will bring
the most difficult and most ungrateful tasks regarding our national supply. Our
stocks of a number of most essential commoditics,such ag tea,coffee,rice,
vegetables and fats, arc dwindling rapidly. mhbr sfore unplvasant as thils
statement may be, iu will not be possible to increase our food rations in the
coming months, This all the more lncause,through further restrictions,
Switzerland hag also to contribute her sharu to the alleviation of misery and
necd in the devastated countries of the continent. One of our most important
tasks besides obtaining -sufficient food suppiies for our country in the ncar
future,will be the c¢reation of tho necossary basis for maintaining the
production of our: industry and tradc, To solve this problem we must unite our
efforts and subjcct ourselves to an even more scvere discipline in our civil

and cconomic 1ife, or elsc we will not be able to succecd in this last and most
difficult phago - the transition from war to peace., It will only be possible %o
surmount these last difficultics if we kcep an cye on recalities and maintain
our unbroken will to hold out, cven if we have to c¢ndurc our present regtrictions
for months to come. We are still priviicged comparcd with the countries which
have suffercd through the war, Wo can enter the post-war period with an intac
production system which can largely be used to help in uhb -reconstruction of thv
devastatcd countries,.!

National zeitung® of Basle: "Tho time has now come for our government to lead
ug back from emergency laws to:normal legislation,and to our own traditional
government institutions.: To preserve our freedom we have accepted a few years
of compulsion, Now that we have achicved this aim, we have to revert from a
mere defensive attitude to constructive work, from the mere maintenance of
froedom to the development of that freedom, Lifc mst once again centre round
the individuwal, and, at the same timeo, the state mugt bocome more humen, "

Meltwocho! of Zurich: "An economic democracy must be evolved which is a
reasonable cquivalent of our political democracy.'

"Gazotte do Lausannc! of Lausanne:; Now we must revert gradually,but as soon
as possiblc, to our old traditiong and constliutional procedurse. The essential
task today is to revitalise the old picdge of freocdom, which must guide our
thoughts, feolings and actions and our interal -affairs, This restoration,

thig resurrection of the old spirit of frcodom must be coupled with an

intimate understanding of the soclal asplirations which have been born during

this war and which must be incorporated intelligently into our national lifo. ™
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