
Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand

Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 10 (1944-1945)

Heft: 9

Vorwort: Peace message by the Swiss Federal Council

Autor: [s.n.]

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 26.10.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


'**«
V -r

Monthly Publication of the §§ ^ ST SW,SS BENEVOLENT SOCIETY
in New Zealand

r

Group New Zealand of the N.H.G.

WELLINGTON VOL.9,10th YEAR.
JUNE ,1945«

PEAGE MESSAGE 3? THE SWISS FEDERAL COUNCIL.

The Federal Council broadcast the following message in the three national
languages; which was delivered by Mr, de Steiger,President of the Confederation
in the German language, by Mr,' Petitpierre, head of the Political Department,in
Drench and by Federal Councillor Cello in Italian;

"Ladies and. Gentlemen;-
In our country as elsewhere the bells have rung out t':>s news that

hostilities have ceased in Europe, The unspeakable suffering of the people
who have been carried into the maelstrom of war is approaching its end, We

are in communion of mind and spirit with all who after years of bondage and
distress have come once again into possession of their liberty. We are
grateful to our army which,well aware that the Swiss people stand body and
soul united vrith it, has protected the country's frontiers. We are also
grateful to all the Swiss citizens,men and women,who by their untiring
efforts and. their sonse of duty have made it possible for our homeland to
hold out in face of all difficulties.

During these years of war, the Swiss people have given proof of a
healthy mind. They stood out against the seductions of the New Order which
was to be imposed upon them from the outside. Their resolve to defend their
independence never faltered,not even when we were isolated, and could not
count on anyone but ourselves. We all recognized that we should walk
together in woe as in weal, and we drew closer together,stood shoulder to
shoulder in order to insure our strength.

After so much effort and trial many of us may feel worn and woaiy. We

must feel that a burden has been rolled off our shoulders though the burden
has,of course, been much lighter than that imposed upon the belligerents.
In comparison with the latter, fato has indeed been kind to us. This we owe,
moro to the ever-ruling will of Providence than to ourselves. And this is
why wo feel constrained to celebrate the event of this great day in a modest
way. The Events of the past month have shown how much ruin and devastation,
violence and lack of scruples can cause to great people. We cannot pass
Judgement,for our mission is to come to the help of others, to try to the
limit of our means to alleviate their suffering. And we shall be true to
this calling.

Wo shall remember too that Swiss democracy is a possession woll worth
defending. During these years of war no other people of Europe have
enjoyed the benefits of liberty to tho extent we have. This,despite the
restrictions wo had to impose upon ourselves.
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Now,peace is at hand, But until a normal peacetime regime has been set
up we shall have to surmount many difficulties. In the immediate future
urgent tasks demand our attention. A system of insurance for the aged, the
widows and the orphans must bo achieved. Bettor protection must bo given to
tho Swiss family« Help must be extended to Swiss citizens having returned
homo from abroad. Panning legislation must be drawn up and voted« In short,
many serious financial and social problems must be studied and solved.
During this period of transition, the Swiss people will bo called upon to
give renewed proof of their political mindedness„ I soy renewed proof,for
full proof was given during tho past years of conflict. But the achievement
of the past must be equalled and surpassed in the future. Should differences
of opinion arise regarding the best solutions to our many problems,those
differences of opinion must be ironed out by resorting to legal constitutional
means.and in a spirit of peace and harmony. The suffering of other peoples
will keep us mindful of tho fact that we have no right to become impatient,

Pellow countrymen, all our cares, however great they may be, will not
deprive us of a full realization that war operations have come to a close.
In the midst of a continent whose future is still y 'iled in uncertainty,
Switzerland is duty-bound to show that a small country has a role to play.
Amongst these towe".'. : gAlp s lives a democratic nation. Here the most simple
man,whatever his language or his religion,may enjoy all the rights and
privileges granted by the constitution. Under the protection of her army,
Switzerland has practised during the war a policy of neutrality which has
proved its worth across the past centuries. Under heaven:s blessing she
has escaped the threatening horrors of war. Lord,grant Thy help to this
our homeland. "

THE PHD QP HOSTILITIES IN EUROPE -
THROUGH THE EYES 0? TEA SWISS PRESS.

Now that the war in Europe is over, the Swiss Press, without distinction of
party,language or religion,stress the point that the Swiss people,their government,

and their army have remained true to themselves in spite of the ever-increasing
difficulties of the past six years. In the eyes of the world and of history,
Switzerland ha3 withstood the test. The leftist press has taken the opportunity
to emphasize that c-he time has now come to take up with new zeal the manifold
problems of social equilibrium and justice, while other papers point out that
Europe's recovery will be found in a strengthening of the democratic idea.
All articles have as their theme; gratitude,consciousness of responsibility,
and duty.

GENERAL PUS SS REMARKS.

"Gazette de Lausanne" of Lausanne: ' "The news of Germany•s general capitulation
has revived hope all over the world. The monstrous plan'of domination and
violence,to which Hitler's mind gave birth,has ended in complete failure, Tho
day of justice is now dawning. Everywhere the shackles of bondage have boon
broken and the subjected people rejoice in their freedom. In this solemn hour,
our thoughts turn with gratitude to all those people who have given their
life-blood for the liberation of the world. Our thoughts also turn to the
unknown soldiers who,to a certain extent, fought for us too, and to all tho
dead who sacrificed themselves so that the world might be sure of a bettor future.
Our sympathy and respect also go to those who have resisted in tho oppressed
lands, to all those living in terrorized countrics,who have given their lives
or have suffered atrocious persecution because of their resolve not to submit
to the will of tho oppressor. Let us never forget these victims whoso unsung
heroism is an honour to mankind",

SWISS PRESS REPORTS 0E FEACE-BAI CELEBRATIONS IN SWITZERLAND,

"Neue Ziîrcher Zeitung1' of Zurich; "In Zurich,the day of tho laying-down of
arms was celebrated calmly. Numerous public and private concerns gave full or
half day holidays to their employees. The city was gaily decorated with flags,
both Allied and S-d so. and the streets were thronged with people in festive
mood. Many small children carried paper flags of Switzerland and tho Allied
Nations. In the evening tho Socialist Workers organised two mass meetings.
Among others,the City President,Mr.Lüchinger, and National Councillor Moiorhans
spoke. Those meetings adopted the slogan "Wo want to win the peace"."
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