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Napoleon Bonaparte developed the prinitive Simplon trail into a nodern highway
fron 18C0-1805. Whilc he had also planncd to build a large Hospice on the
sumit, fato prevonted hin from completing the project,

Tarious plans for the piercing of the Alps under the Monte Leone mountain group
in the roaln of the Simplon, wero under consideration for soveral decades before
a definite projoect could be workod out, Finally, after a satisfactory agrecnent
had been concluded with Italy, construction of the Sinplon tunnel was started in
the Fall of 1898, On Fobruary 24, 1905 the workers from both ends net on May
19, 1906 the inangiration took place. The total cost of consgtruction amounted
to 100 nillion S. FPrs,

The Simplon tunnel beotweoen Brig, in the Swiss Rhono valley, and Iscllo, in Italy,
+ 1s thce world's longest tunnel, It ig 12 niles and 537 yards long.

The Simplon ig the lowest great Alpinc tunnel, its highcst clovation being only
2,313 feect., Unlike the St. Gotthard, which is a wider bore with double tracks
throughout, the Sinplon was built with two gallerics, 56 foet apart, connectoed
by cross shafts overy 220 yards. At first just one gallcry was finished and
one gingle track laid. The sccond gallory was complcted in 1922, Electric
traction was used in the Simplon tunncl fron the gtart,

During the boring of the Simplon tunncl only 42 lives werc logt, while 177
worknen dled during the St. Gotthard tunnel construction, The course of the
Simplon line from Vallorbe to Laugannc, along tho lakc of Genova and up the
Rhone valley, spells scenic enchantnent throughout.

Connecting Goppenstein in the Valais, with Kandersteg in the Bornesc Oberland,
the Loctschborg tunneol, piorcing the Bernese Alps, is the third longost in
Switzerland, neasuring 9 milos, 140 yards. Coanstruction of this tunncl was
started on October 15, 1906, with the actual picrcing taking place on March 31,
1911, On July 15, 1913 the Loctschberg railway was formally inaugurated, It
starts at Spicz, on theo lakc of Thun, hag immecdiatc connections with Berne and
Interlaken and has boen operated clectricelly fron the start.

The Loctschborg rallway is noted for the glorious scencry it traverses.
Intoresting in the Valisan soction are the irmpressive avalanche gallerics and
other protective neasures againgt avalanches, a featuro which nay also bo
observed in certain parts of the St. Gotthard railway.

‘The great Swiss Alpine tunncls werc built in an cra of peace. They wero

intonded to promote international tradec and travel, bringing tho nations of
Burope into swifter contact with cach other.
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SWISS STUDY NEW L.ABOR POSSIBILITIES FOR POSTWAR PERIOD.

Tho Swigss goveornnent, in the framework of a vast programc destined for the
croation of ncew labor possibilitics for the postwar period, has carcfully
exanined tho problems of tho future of our export trade which is ono of the
ossential parts in the dovelopnent of our country's cconony, The governnont is
studying a better functioning and the facilitation of the financing of our
cxports although it adnits that thce present syston of cloaring will still remain
in force for tho time being. It is well known how liberal the Swiss authorities
are in all questions concorning advancos in clearing, If this policy has
gecured our factorics a normal activity during this war, it has also nade our
country a creditor to statcs whoge financial situation at tho nonent is
distinctly precarious. Thorcfore, the governnent will have to stirmlate the
activity of our foreign trade through an cxtonsion of its guarantces against tho
risk of oxportation. State intervention in the financing of cxports is
esgontial for the developnont of this branch. The various cxport onterpriscs
could cede the Pedeoral guarantces to thoir banks as sccurities for advances

they receivae, The Swiss oxporter will thus avold long immobilization of
capltal due to the slow functioning of clearing, and the accelerated circulation
of noney on the other hand will again help to stimulate purchases abroad, Thus,
practically everything will have been done in Switzerland to further our export
trade, The quality of our products, the qualification of our workers and the
far-sightedness of our industrial circles are naturally also favorable factors.
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Dospite a cortain slackoning of the actual activity of the Swiss industry, as
comparod to that of 1939, the stock exchange index for sharcsg is still well abovo
its lovel at the beginning of the war. Thig proves the confidence of the publie
in the future of our industry during the coning ycar. The war yoars have
genarally beon favorable to cnterprises of the nachine industry and the factoriocs
of electrical equipnont, industrial tools and precision instruments and nade it
possible for thenm to distribute reasonable dividends and to consolidate thelr
returns, Through this, our industry will be better preparcd to face an eventual
serics of difficult ycars. (Conmercial Bulletin.)

SUNDRY NEVWS FROM SWITZERILAND,

In the course of a meeting of the Chamber of Commerce in Zurich,information was
given concerning a project for the construction of a big airdrome at Kloten, a
project which hag been approved by the Zurich Grand Council, The Canton ig

said to be ready to build at its own expense a Continental Alrport., On the

other hand, the Canton would asgk for the Confederation's help for the construotion
of an airfield designed to take care of Inter-Continental traffic.

One thousand four hundred and fifty applications have already been submitted
for the Swiss Trade Fair in 1945. Unfortunately it has been impossible to
accept all, Purthermore, the system of admission to the Fair has been
reorganized., ILast year's account of the Trade Fair closed with a benefit of
half a million francs.

Last year!s Swiss National Day collection yielded a net revenue of 1,234,000
francs,i.e.213,000 francs more than in the previous year, According to the
statutes of this action, the money will be transmitted to the Swiss Red Cross.,

In a manifestation on women societies in Berne, an extension of the political
rights of women and increased collaboration of women in communal questions was
demanded.,

In the City of Zurich, the electors ratified a number of projects including
one relative to the equipment of a Laboratory for Radioscopic Work and
another providing for the construction of an electric power plant at the
Julier,

The Government of Geneva, in a special session last Tuesday,Januvary 27rd,
welcomed the new French Consul General, Mr.Xavier de Gaulle. Cantonal
President,Mr.Francols Perreard addressed hearty words tc the new French Congul
to which Mr, de Gaulle replied.

The Political Department has given our Minister in Berlin the necessary
instructions regarding the protection of Swiss citizens on the Roich's
territory and territorics of the Reich occupied by the Russians., A1l
Switzerland's diplomatic personnel including that of the Consulates will
rcmain at their posts, Swiss citizens regiding in Germany have received from
our Legation the counsel not to leave their present residence and no general
repatriation plan is under considoration for the moment.

Five years ago on February lst, the compensation funds set up to cover loss
of income,due to active military service was introduced in Switzerland.

This has become the greatest socilal work our country hag lmown so far, It
mokos 1t posgsible for the soldiers to receive in addition to their army pay,
a compensation for the loss sustained in their normal salary enabling them
to support their families without undue difficulties,

The head of the Commercial Section of the Federal Department of Public
Bconony,Dr.Hotz, announced that at present 300,000 tons of foodstuifs and
100,000 tons of technical raw material are waiting in ports of the Iberian
Peningula to bo shipped to Switzerland and that the ports on which our

country lg absolutely depending are still bloclked., Dr.Hotz declared, !'the
actual prosperity of our industry has only been an illugion and our production
is at present beginning to slacken considerably, Thercfore, all economic
forces of our country must join their efforts to pull through and to

overcome future difficulties, In the field of international collaboration,
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