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SUNDRY NEWS FROM SWITZERL.AND.

The ond of the year usuolly brings changes in the dmyls highor commands. This
yoar,the Commandor in Chief of the Swiss Ammy,Genoval Guisan, gathercd togoether
the officors taking over now commands on tho sitc of the soldicr's monument in
Les Ranglers,

Hore is an extract of the spcech Goneral Guisan made on that occasion:

Mo lcad doos not only mean knowing willing and belicving. To lcad also
mecans to hopc. The man in command must believe in the success he is endoavouring
to preparce and to achicve. Onc hos always heard of the wonders which happen on
battleficlds. The thing one calls wonder,is in fact the will of God and the
will of a singlo man,the man in command. The time can always come when this will
play a declsive role, 4nd this will must ondurc until ail the means at the
comnand'!s disposal are oxhaustod,

Tho Fedoral Council hag taken moasures on Dececmber 3,1.944,rclative to the
protection of the Swiss publishing businces against undue forcign influence.
The commission constituted by the Federal Depariument of Interior,according to
thosc decrcos,has Just hold its first and constisutive sitting in Bernc., The
comnission's task will consist in exanining all demands dealing with the
foundation of transformation of the pubdlishing busincss;as well as the grant of
the right of purchasing liccnsges covoring forcign publishing rights.

The commission,which will be composced of leading personalitics of the Swiss
publishing buginess and of our country's culiural lifc,will be presided over
by tho well-known professor,Dr.Karl Henschen who is at present rectcr of the
Bagle Unilvorsity.

Prince Francois-Joscph II of Liechtenstein has decided to maintain a Logation in
Bernc, The Prince's brother has been appointed Charge d'Affaircecs. The dict of
the Principality gave its approval for the plan on December 2lst.

Theo Qity of Baslec holds the record of being the city in Switzerland where the
alr raid warning is sounded most often. This is duc to the city's proximity to
a frontior beyond which fighting is unceasing, During the first four years of
the war,the alam was sounded 49 times, but during the ycar of 1944 thc number
of alerts wont up to 255.

It 1s officially announced that according to ncws sent to the Swiss Logation in
Tokio from Manila,the Swiss Colony in the Philippines is in good health and
gonds hearty grecetings and good wighes to their parcnts and friends at homo.

The French Red Cross has just docided to maintain a permancnt delegation in
Swvitzerland in order to cntortain closer rclations and better co-oporation

with the Intornational Committoe of the Red Cross, with the Swiss Red Cross, with
tho Licaguc of Red Cross Socicties and with hecadquarters of various Swiss and
international rcliof organlzations in Genovas

A congiderable number of Christmas parcels sont by tho various Red Cross
Bociotios to Switzorland could be distributed by the International Roed Cross
Committoc in prisoner of war camps. For ingtance,thc British Red Cross and
parent organizations in the Dominions sent more than 200,000 parcecls containing
food, tollot articles and games. The MAmcrican Red Cross made up 70,000 parcels
which recached the camps in Gemany through Geneva and Gooteberg, The German
Red Cross put 2,500 tons of foodstuff and Christunas presents at the disposal of
the German prisoners of war in France,the British Bupire and America.

The mutual rclief work organized in the Canton of Nouchatel in favor of war
victims in the Prench department of the Doubs,particularxly in favor of the
inhabitants of the frontier arco has gathcred foods! j;modical supplies,
clothing and housohold articlcs for a total value of 275,000 francs.




5.

All the cantonal budgets show a budgeted deficit for 1945 of about 71 millioen
francs, The 1943 accounts balanced with a total deficit of 10.H millions, Only
a few cantons were about to report a final surplus in income over expense, Zurich
ghowed a gurplus of more than 3 millions, Berne merely one million, and Glarus,
Solothurn,Basle Land, Schaffhaugsen and Thurgau showed smaller surplusses,

During the third quarter of this year, the construction of city dwellings in
Switzerland greatlv developed. The number of new apartments in the 33 largest
localities of the country went up to 1977, which was 060% above last yoar's
figure., In comparison with 1939, however, building was down by 20%.

The city authorities of Lausanne have decided to organize during the winter
vacation period a course in gkiing ot Les Diablerets for o certain number of
primary school children, For this course some 60 boys and 30 girls were

chogen by the City's Heal th Department,among the children who seem to be the most
in need of fresh air,

According to a deciglon by the Exccutive Council of the Canton of Luceme,loks
Sempach and its shores have been decreed a National Reserve,

The Federal Council at its meeting of January 9th made two lmportant appointments:
It decided to place Minister Pierre Bonna of Geneva in charge of the Swiss
legation in Athens., During the last nine yoars,Mr.Bonna has been the head of

the Section for Foreign Affairsg of the Political Department. Mr.Walter Stucki,
former Minigtor to France was put in charge of the Foreign Affairs Section of

the Political Department, Mr,Stucki will takec up his work immediately,

The Foderal Council opened a new credit of 10 miliion france in favor of the
Political Department, The crodit is to cover additional expenses caused by the
diplomatic representation of foreign interests,

On January 10th,at night, Swiss air space was violated by soveral foreign
plancs in the North and the West of the country. Then,on January 1lth, at
1,20 p.m,, a squadron of ten American machines appeared over Chilasso and one
of them machinegunned a train gtanding on Swigs territory in the Station of
Chiagso, The engineer, father of a family,was killed and the fireman was
badly wounded., After that the same plane machinegunned anothor train which,
on its way from Como to Chiasso,was at the Swiss border at the mouth of the
Monte Olymplano tunnel,ncar the Station of Chiasso, The engineor, an Italiaon
gubject,was badly wounded and had to be taken to the hogpital of Chiasso.
For one and a half hours, a panic was reoigning among the population of this
border region.

Thae cost of living indox drawm up by the Fedoral Office for Industry,Tradc and
Work shows no change during the month of Decomber, It stands at 208,2 in
comparison with June 1914, and at 151,7 in comparison with August 1939, the
bago being in both cages 100, This mecang that the cogt of living has doubled
and moro sincc the start of the firgt World War, and that it has gone up by
50% during the present conflict,

Mr.Xovier de Gall~ *he brother of General de Gaulle,has been appointed Consul
Beneral of France in Guiova. Mr.Xavier de Gaulle,who had to leave France in
1942 in order to kcep out of the hands of the Gostapo,found asylum in the
little City of Nyon on the Swiss shores of Lake Gonevas

Fronce has pormitted tho traneit of four trains consisting of Swlgs cars to
fotch goods in Marscille dostined for Switzorland, Threo trains have alroady
returned to Switzerland, Tho fourth train will probably bring the rest of
tho Swiss goods stored in Marseille,

Furthermorc, since the ond of Decembor,throe cmpty traing were sent to Cerbere in
Fronce to fobtch the goods for Switzorland stored at this station and at Portbou.

The Fronch ecuthorities have,furthormorc,declared themselvos ready to pormit the
transit of one train every day for ‘tho transport of overscas goods of Spanigh
and Portuguesc origin stored at Cerbere and Portbou. Two of these trains havoe
already loft Cerbero., These trains will probably also transport Swiss export
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goods, Negotiations for unloading facilities in French Mediterranean ports
are still continued,

On January 11th,40 trucks loaded with about 100 tons of foodstuffs and mail
bags for Allied prisoners of war arrived at the Swiss border near Geneva. The
President of the International Red Cross, accompanied by several of his
assistants was present at the arrival of these trucks,

A collective bargaining contract has been signed in tho Bwiss chemical industry,
which employs a large number of workers. This agrecment is groeted with
satlsfaction both in employment circles and by the trade unions, It marks
anothor step in tho peaceful settlement of labor conflicts in Switzerland.

The National Committce of the Allionco of Independence held a, mecting in Zurich,
It passed a resolution approving the Foderal Council's determination to ropulse
as In 1940 all atteupts to bring prossure to bear on Switzerland %n matters of
foreign policy. The rcsolution onds: ‘From the viewpoint of social peace it
is indispensable that tho Fedoral Council take logislative measures moking it
possible for the heads of onterprisos not to lay off their employecs because of
uncmployment, The Confoderation should intervene by granting crodits cnabling
indugtrialists to hold out until the importation of raw materials hasg improved, !

The faculty of modicine of tho University of Zurich conferred the title of
Doctor honoris causa to Professor Max Huber, former President of the Intor-
national Red Cross Committee,for his activity in bohalf of suffering humanity,
In honor of Prof,Huber's 7Qth birthday anniversary,the professors of the
Unlversity of Zurich have published a work entitled "From War to Peace®,

At Zizers in the Conton of the Grisons a priest namcd Johann Kinzle,died at the
age of 87. Hec had acquired a big reputation in the surrounding territory for
his knowledge in the use of ‘healing plants, Johann Iinzlo was the author of
several rcemarkable works on medical plants, He was also the editor of a very
popular almanac which was printed yecarly.

Tho Federal Council voted on January 16 an important measure within the framg=
work of 1ts policy regarding the upsurge in the cost of living., A%t the
boginning of tho war, a number of decrees were issued against spcculation on
farming property and agricultural real cstate in order to avoid a rise in
prices, The control sot up at that time did not apply to city properties, but
the price of such property exorts an influence on rents which means that rents
could not be kept under control unless the sale and purchase of buildings were
toos Thercfore the Federal Council decided to require a pormit from the
Federal Control Office for the sale of all nonwagricultural propertics as well.

The reprovisioning of Switzerland in foodstuffs,despite the arrival recently
of a few trains loaded with Swiss goods from the ports of Marscilles and
Corbere, romains critical, Howover, the food ratdons for the month of February,
in spito of the cold woather, has boen reduced, tlL.mgh the ncat and bread
rotions will be maintaincd,no doubt, at the same Jovel as for January., The
total attribution of oils and fabs will be slightly smallor on the cards for
children but thoy will insurc sufficient food just the same.

The reofugec camp orgenizod in the Basle Foir ground's buildings has just been
closed, The camp sheltered up to 5,000 refugocs at the time from the noighbouy-
ing Alsace, All thesc Alsacian refugecs now either have returncd home, have gone
to other parts of Francc,or arc roceciving hospitality with friends or Swiss
privatc families,

On Thursday,January 11, the organization pro Polonia in Fribourg organized a
well attended manifestation in favor of the nocedy children of Warsaw,

Several films about the 1ifc of the Polish people were shown., A Polish studont
thanked the mooting for its groat sympathy for the suffering of the Polish
population,
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As a rccognition of the fact that many Zurich doctors received thoir training
in the Univorsity of Leiden in Holland and as o testimony to the good rolatione
that always have cxisted betwoen Dutch and Swiss intellectual circles, the
Univeorsity of Zurich Senate hag decided %o lond support to a reswiption of the
activity of the University of Leiden, It lg expected, that Dutch teachers will
be invited to moke a stay in Switzerland just as soon as communications with
Holland makc the pilon fcasiblce,and Swiss professors will be sent to Leiden,

The Swiss ski conps for 500 girlg at St.Moritz and 500 boys at Arose have been
crowned by extromoly sabtlsfactory success. Despitc the very cold weather,the
health of the yourg pcoplc hag been excellent, Thanks to the initilative of
the Swiss Ski Assoclation and thanks to goneral donations another 1000 young
Swiss have thus been given an opportunity to learn thig healthy sport,

The Federal Political Deparitmen®t announces that all personsg travelling to

France have to be carcful not %o carry any letters on thom as according to
Fronch rogulationg, 1% is siricily prohibited to bring any letters into the
country, Persons who disregard %hese regulations will have to face considerable
inconvenionces. It 1s declared that after tho resunption of postal traffic with
France the nomal way of transmisgion must be used again.

On January 24thgrailway traffic between France and Switzerland was resumed on
the line from Vallorbo to Frasnc. On weck days, two trains will be at the
dispogal for the possenger traffiic from and to France with rail communication
from Frasnc to Dijon and vice versa. Under certain conditions,freight traffic
to and from France will also be possible again via this border statlon.

One of the main problens of Switzerland's econony, the restrictions imposed on
our building trade,is still greatly pro~occupylng the mindsg of both our
authoritics and thg public, These restrictions werc brought about by the
difficultics which the shortage of coal 1s causing to our production of cement,
Alnost all large communcs in Switzerland have rccently been forced to work out
large scalc building prograns in order to fight the over-incroasing housing
shortage. In Bernc,a special associabion has beon formed to defend the rights
of privatec apartnont congtructlon cntorprises, Tals committoe will immediately
enter upon nogotiationg with thoe authorities.

It has been learned with satisfaction thot the Swiss Colony “esidinv in that
part of Holland occupied by the Germans is safe and sound,

In Berne,a Swiss~Norwegian Societly for the furtherance of mutual relations
between these two countries hag been founded. A% the foundaition ceremony,
the Norweglan Minister in Berne and representativeg of the Swiss authorities
were present,

Federal Councillor Kobeli,head of the Fedoral Milltary Department,visited an
emergency hospiftal foxr 400 badly wounded Allied prisoners of war in Geneva.
These prisoners had just arrived from Germany and are awaiting the first
opportunity to return home by way of Marseille. Federal Councillor Kobelt was
accompanicd by Mr,Plcet, member of the government of Geneva and chief of the
Gencvan medical deba“"monu and by several high officers,

During the next fow days, the crarbxu of geriously wounded and sick prisoners
of war through Switzerland will come %o g close, £o far a total of 13 trains
with German soldicrs from Marseille and 8 trains with Allied soldiers have
passed our country, Some i to four hundred sick Allied soldiors stationed
at the Plain Palais barracke in Geneva,will leave for Marseillec within a few

dayse

1, the 8.8, Henry Dunant®™ left the harbor of Ligboan after

sall since December last year. The steamer carries a cargo
of 4,850 tons of fuodstuffs provided by the "Swiss Gift to War Victims" and
destined for the civilian po pUluLlon of occupied Holland. Negotiations carried
on between reprosentatives of the International Committece of the Red Cross and
of the belligerent countrics has now made it possibie for the Henry Dunant! to
gall to the Swodisk port of Gbteborg by & route leading around the British Isles.
In the intorcst of a rapid aid to the suffering population of Holland,it is to
bo hoped that in the meantime negotilations have come to a final conclusion
allowing the goods %o bo transferred from G6teborg to a Dutch pors,

On Fridanuanuu~y 264
having been roady to
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