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SWITZERLAND AND THE ENGLISH
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Reviewing a rnewly-published interesting book. fHyre & Spotiic swoode, 15/-)

With humour and scholarly knowledge Arnold Luan traces, in thig book,the
development of man's concept of the beautiful in relabtion to mountains, from
the Greeks right up to modern times, and presents the reader with many a
startling fact, Up to the end of the Middle Ages the Alps were barriers only
and "places of torment!'. In the XVIth century Conrad Gessner and his
colleagues began,as the early prophets at home, to look at mountains in a
different light. 7That they saw, and felt and said has beon enriched and broad-
ened by countless kindred spirits, Swiss and Englishmen share the honours of
being counted among the early connoisseurs who through their appreciation of
Alpine scenexry have played a part in shaping the aesthetic values of the world
today. Poets,paintersg, philosophers and sportsmen alike have helped to form a
fellowship of veneration which cuts across all boundaries and will outlast

the baser ties of racial enmity, Tew factors have done more to spread the
gospel of the hills the world over than that Vichtorian institution,the Alpine
Club,and the fashion of English winter sports, which gave a magic connotation
to sugh names as Parsenn and Mirren,

Not only the Alps,but other aspects of our country too,receive a share of
Mr,Iunnls trivute. He writes:

114 1is the fashion among the less discerning members of the intelligentsia
to digmiss Switzerland as the Mecca of cheap btrippers and hearty athletic skiers,
but there are others who fully realise that no real understanding of the
forces which have shaped our Zuropean destinies is possible withou’ some
knowledge of the great eveniyg which have.taken place within the frontiers of
the Swiss con;pderatione

Along the great roads of Rome which crmoscad vl piains of Switzerland,
the Caesars pested on tielr way from the Tiber %o the distant Rhine, A4il
types and conditions of men,Popes and Emperors wnd Generals,pilgrims and
merchants,have struggled across the great Alpine passes. From a little cagtle
in northcrn Switzerland o knight rode forth to claim the Imperial crown, and
the descendants of that Habsburg at one time ruled over Austria,Spain,the
Netherlands,and as the Congsort of Queen Mary over England hersclf. In tho
littlc wooded pass of Morgarten near Iucerne that same royal house suffcred
a crushing and huniliating defeat, the first victory of a rudc mountain
democracy against feudal privilege. Within the fronticrs of Switzerland
battles wore fought and issues debated that changed the face of Burope. Had
not Burgundy becn defcated near the waters of Neuchatel, therec might today
be a buffer kingdom between France and Gormany. Had Calvin and Zwingli
failed,the counter-reformation might have recovercd for Remo her spiritual
territories which were lost at the Reformation. Had Rousseau,born in Geneva,
never existed,France night have cscaped heor revolution, Therc would secem %o
be some slight difference of opinion as to tho benefits of the Protestant
Reformation and the French Revolution but thelr decisive importance is not in
dispute, and tho little country which played so influential a part in their
devolopment cannot be dismissed as o mere fplayground of Europef,!

Let us hope that ono day Mr.lunn will follow his friend'e advice and write,
os was suggested to kfii; the book to be called fSwitzerland without the
Momntnine T, The author is eminently suvited for this task, and would find a
most apprcciative public,

The presont book contains seventeon plates,partly photographs and partly
reproductions of paintings,which illustratc the author's thesis of Alpine
csthetic cvolution, Onc cannot but regret that the exigencies of present-
day conditiong did not permit the roproduction in colour of such picturcs
as Ruskints Matterhorn™ and "hake Geneva®, or Allingon's "The Unteraar
Glacier®, or "Thg Dont du Midi" by Rothonstein. An Rinthology® of Mountain
paintings soloctod wid coipiled by the author would be of world-wide interest.
His scnse of beauty and his knowledge of mountains and mountaincraft would
guarantec a volwnc of unusual morit.
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