Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand
Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 10 (1944-1945)
Heft: 2
Rubrik: Sundry news from Switzerland

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 20.02.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

SUNDRY NEWS FROM SWITZERLAND: ¢

SWISS CO-~-OPIRATION IN RECONSTRUCTION. The Swiss programume of rellef and
reconstruction of war-stricken European countris, includes; - the organisation
of medical groups to fight epidemics abroad; help for bombed-out families in
the purchase of necessities; hogpital care in Switzerland for child war victims;
relief for children in foreign lands; the organisation of repatrisation convoys
in transit through Switzerland.

The moncy to finance the work has still to be collected,but the Swiss Government
is expected to contribute up to 100 million francs in cagh or kind to the fund
which the Swiss people are building up, There is to bo a nation-wide collection
and every person in Switzerland will be called upon to moake a substantial gift
as a thanksofforing for having been sparced the horrors of war,

DIPLOMATIC: The Swiss radio on November 4th reported that the Swiss Govermment
has recocniscd the Provisional Nationel French Government,

TRADE BITWEEN NEVW ZEALAND AND SWITZERLAND: According to cable information
roccoivod from the compotent Swiss authoritics, the chonged conditions of tho
war in Buropc have rosulted in the general opening of oxport facilities to Now
Zoaland.

HUMANITARTAN: Swiss Relief for Foroign Children. Botwoen September 15 and October

15 over 10,000 French childron crossod the border into Switzerland where thoy
aro rocelving hospitality in safc arcas. Thelr ages varied from 2 months to

18 yeoars ond the majority of them were placed with Swiss familios who will look
aftor thom during their stay. 23,500 Swiss familics have offcrced to take in a

1ittlc rofugooc.

The Oity of Zurich has donated 50,000 Swiss francs to holp tho children of the
Fronch town of Iyon. (Swiss radio October 29.)

13,000 Italian partisans and many children have fled into Switzerlond from the
Vol d'0Ossola, (Swiss radio Octobor 21 and 29.)

When he was in Marseilles, Goneral de Gawlle said I cherish a great admiration
for Bwitzerland and I am deeply grateful to her for all she has done for the
Fronch childrent',

Swiss holp for stricken ncighbours across the borders. 100,000 tons of grain
and othor foodstuffs on route to Switzerland from Spain and Portugal, have
rocontly been diverted by tho Swiss authoritics to the South of France, to
help romody the difficult food situation there.

On sovoral occasions in the immediatc past, Switzerland has gone to the heolp of
the innocent victims of war just across hor fronticrs. Noighbouring tovms and
villages arc quite of ten deprived tomporarily of food ond othor nccogsitics,and
through the local Swiss Red Cross mony tons of food,chicfly canncd milk and
potatoos, have bocn sont across to noighbours in distrcss., Modicinoes,clothing,
and houschold oquipmont have also boon supplicd in casos of nced.

Aftor tho Fronch part of St, Gingolph, a border toim on Loko Genova,was
dostroyod by tho German army of occupation as a roprisal measure,while the Swiss
inhabltants of the other half of the town, Jjust across the river, lookod
holplessly on, on assistonce committee was sot up on the Swiss side to help the
homcloss survivors and to rcbuild the 1little Fronch village. 90,000 Swiss
froncg have boon subscribed.

Following tho destruction of Valleiry, a Fronch fronticr town ncar Gonova,
during tho fighting botwcon the Frco Fronch troops and the Germans, a rolief
committoc was sot up in Switzorland to raisc moncy and gifts of clothing,
foodstuffs, otc. As o rosult 5 large truckloads of furniture,scwing machines
ond clothing crosscd the fronticr at Geneva for Valleiry, and at tho same t imo
the committoo handed to the Fronch Mayor of the towm one million Fronch francs
to bo distributod amongst the ncedicst pcople of the district,

A rolicf committce has boon set up at Brig in Switzorland to holp the 60, 000
inhobitants of tho Val d!Ossola,which is on tho Ttalian side of the
intcmational Simplon tunnecl.
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A tragic accident happened in the Lucerne Bay of the Lake of the Four Cantons.
A wedding purty from Escholzmatt consisting of some 40 persons had been
celebrating the union of a young couple from St. Niklausen near Horn. In the
darkness of the night, 33 persons of the party sailed home to ILucerne in a
hired motor boat, The Dboat ran into another vessael ond sank., Twenty persons
were drowned:; the'r bodles have been found. The bridegroom,lir,Studer-Portmann
tried in vain to rescue his young wife from the water grave, National Councillor
Studer too has lost both his wife ond daughter. Among the victimg of this
accident,therc were also parvents of mony children, for instance, a couple with
five children, Never boforc,has such a dreadful accident happened on the Lake,
The city and the Canton of Lucernc, especlally the Commune of Escholzmatt,the
home of the victims, arc deeply filled with griof about the catastrophe.

The Swiss Fress commonts on Swiss affairs (by Mox Reber). At the end of the
fall session of the Federal Chombers, George Porrin writes in the Lousanne paper,
"La Reovue under 'Qualitics as o Statcsman! of our ncow Socialist Foderal
Councillor,Mr.Nobs,hcad of the Federal Departuent of Finances, "Mr.Wottor's
succesgor in tho Fedoral Finances Department has proved that the politician was
rizht who said, o Jacobin who beocomcs minister must not forcibly become a
Jacobin ministor, dAmons the manifold wishes and demands, postulatcs and motions,
Mr,Nobs has been able to choose what is rcally worthwhilec,leaving out the

unncce ssary and the oxaggeratoed,handling the rest with a right word of conciliati
Qur now financial wigzard has known rapidly to diffcorontiatc between recality and
theory. The words he addresscd to the Parliament proved to us that he is

going to dedicate hig offorts to the national camso and not only to the intcrosts
of his party. He is not blindly folilowing illusions,and is taking grecat caro
not to crcatc any in other pcople, Hc has realized that a financial rcform
cannot be brought about by a brutol triumph of onc systom over the other,but

that only the road of undorstonding and mutual concession will lead to a
successful ond. In the futurc, Mr.Nobs will have to count with all the

obstaclcs and difficultics of the ordinary procedure and will have to pass tho
approval of the public votc,

During Allicd air opcrations of Octobor 7th,on attack was aimed at the dam of
the German power station of Kembs some 3.2 km northwest of the Swiss frontior of
Klcinhuningen ncar Baslce. The rosult noted was the scrious cffect on tho Swiss
Rhine river navigation so that at 5.50 p.m,, the port master of the Swiss Rhinc
port of Kleinhiningen summonod the ontirc ship and harbor personncl. The

damagc donc to the dam of Kombs rosulted in a ropid sinking of the water level
in tho Swiss port of Kleinhiningen. It had been neccssary to bring all the
ships of the lower harbor rogions which arc depending on tho Kombs dam to
indcpondent doopor waters.

These days the unitod aid work of tho Intornational Committoe of the Rod Cross
has organizod a collcction of toys in all Switzcerlond, The toys will be

givon to all those children who have suffered most under the horrors of this
war., The collection is the result of a decision of tho International Committco
to offcr also a little pleasurc to all the children undor its carc, and vhom it
supplice with clothes and food. It wos announced cspecially that all the toys
should bec glven in good condition in order to make the joy of the little
rocipionts more complete,

The sccond plenary mccting of the commission of experts for rofugee questions
was held in Borno, In his function as hoad of the Federal Department of
Justice and Polico, Federal Councillor de Stoiger made the following statemont:

18yitzorlond aims her offorts at the croation of the bost possible conditions
for the refugecs and internces on her territory in the framework of discipline
and order and of international convention, Civilian refugees and internces
shall leave our country with the fecling that we have donc our best to rendor
their stay os boarable as possible, a stay vhich is porhaps not always
voluntary, Most of the intornces are bchaving correctly. The singlc cascs
where this has not beoon so, shall not change Switzerland's whole-hecarted
rocadincss to help ail rofugees and internces. On the contrary,let us state
that on both sides thore is a lot of goodwill,!

During the sossion,it was announcoed that of the 35,000 internces in Switzerland
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33,000 are actually engaged in work, It was learned with great interest that
the food ration for the internees will be adjusted to the rations of the Swiss
population,

Fith regard to the so-called political refugees, it was said that only 80 of
them are at the moment in Switzerland,

The Dutch government has concluded a credit agreement in London with a Swisgs
group of banks for reconstruction purposes after the war,

The Italian paper "La Hocogtruzione™ which is Mr., Bonami's journal ,has devoted
an article to the coming resumption of economic relations between Italy and
Switzerland., This paper remarked,among other things, that Swiss industries
which are remarkably well equipped, will be able once the war is over to furnisgh
the peninsula with a large number of products that are particularly needed there,
The article also praiges the Swiss foreign policy, and concludes that the new
democratic Italy will find pride in counting the Swiss Confederation among its
friends. :

Prof.Mox Huber,President of the International Red Cross Committee,has been
electod o citizen of honor in Geneva. It was in 1938 that Prof.Huber
succeeded Gustave Adore as head of the Red Cross.

Last weck has been a black week for the Swigs Federal Railways with a landslide
on the Gotthard Line and the three railway accidents at Maroggia,Clarens-
Montreux and Solothurn., Already the week before a similar accident had
occurred at Schupfen. The damages,above all at Maroggia and Clarens arc
considerable. At Clarens, the accldent also unfortunatcly claimed a large
number of badly injured.

The Swiss Red Cross addressed the following appeal to the Swiss people: 'Give
all men's clothes which you can spare to the Red Cross in order to allow us to
clothe the refugees. The Red Cross also needs thousands of woolen blankets
for the refugee camps,'

Since September 22nd last,small and large convoys of children from the region
of Belfort in France have continued to arrive in Basle, Some of the children
were accompanied by their mothers or older sisters. The number of peoplec
having entered Switzerland by Boncourt was,by October 24th, 9,650. 4ll these
refugces have been placed with Swiss families in the interior of Switzerland,
These last days, the mumber of arrivals has not been more than 50 to 60 a day.

On the occasion of the 70th Birthday of General Guisan,the Federal Council has
expressed the gratitude of the country and its best wishes to the Commander of
our army, A delegation of the Swiss Officers' Socicty also brought
congratulations, The General was given by this Socicty a manuscript of a work
in which 20 authors expressed their opinion on the question "citizen and
soldier!, This work will be published shortly under the same title.

At Neuchatel the delegatcs of the employers and employecs organizations of the
watch industry werc assemblcd to oxamine various requests and claims of the
workers, The workers demanded six paid holidays, longer vacations and higher
increased cost of living bonuses. Their postulate also concerned the employ-
ment of women in the watch industry. As the discussions did not lead to
decisive results, a further meeting will be arranged before long.

Bnginecrs are studying the possibility of utilizing water streams in the
Muota Valley for the production of electric power,. Should it be possible
to put the Glattalp and the surrounding region under water, it is estimated
that 16 million kw could be produced winter and summer alike.
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