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On the other hand, nelioration works im agriculture, the increased cultivation
plan and also the national defense works are occupying a large nunber of workevs,

FMnally, the Swiss Army which is vigilantly guarding our lndependence also keeps
a considerable nunber of men under arms,

The pricesg during the past three months have remained almost stable and the
general cost of living has increased by only 0.9%. Since the beginning of war,
Swiss tourist traffic has greatly changed its face. In this connection,it 1s
interesting to learn that still in April,May and June 1937, the number of
forcign tourists totaled 245,000 persons and that in 1944 this number has only
reached 18,000,

The Swiss railways have continually scen the number of passcngers increase
during the first six months of this year. They have transported 95,9 million
people,i.o, 9 million more thon during the first semester of 1943. Froight
traffic on the other hand has diminished by some 587,000 tons during the samo
period.
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SWISS SYSTEM FOR MILITARY TRAINING.

Whon Presidsnt Roosovelt recently put to the public the problem of postwar
military training for the nation's youth, polls had alroady shown the publie
favoring such a proposal by a majority of ncarly 2 to 1,

Below follow oxcorpts from the leading coditorial in the Now York Journal-
Admerican of August 25,cntitled: "The Swiss Systom!,

"What the American pcople truly and wiscly want and ncod is a constructive
and wholosomo and democratic system of military training for all youth, which
cen be dependod upon to maintain high physical ,montal and moral standards and
which can be rclicd upon to maintain an adoquate and constant and compotont
rosorvoir of cltizons proparcd and traincd for tho defensc of their country.

Fortunatoly,there is such o systom,long ostablished and cfficicntly

functioning in one of the roal democracios of the world, aos the Hoarst ncwspapers

have often noted in tho past.’
It is the successful and democratic Swiss Systom.

With this systen,the democracy of Switzerland has kept out of the two
greatest wars in history which have raged all around her,

The safety of Switzerlond has unquestlonably been in the preparedness of
the people. The peace of Switzerland has baen -the reward of her proparedness,
And yet Switzerland has never been a military nation. The Swiss peoplo have
never been a military people.

8ince the American people have become almost universally agroed upon the
need for compulsory military training, let us be surc that we adopt a systom
that will protect and proserve our dmerican domoecracy and not destroy it.

We have no botter oxample bofoxe us, for the attalnment of this ossontial
and vital objective, than the benoficial oxemple of provident Switzorland."
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INTERNED FPLYERS SKI AND STUDY IN SWISS CAMP,.

Lifc in Camp Malonoy,vherc soveral hundred dmericon aviators are intcrned in
Switzerland,is described in a roport recontly roeceived in Now York from tho
noutral roprosontative of the Wor Prisoncrs! Ald of tho World's Committoe of the
Y.4.C,A. The camp was named for the first Americen aviator to losc his lifo

on Bwiss soll.

Dorothy Dunbar Brormloy writcs in tho'Horald Tribunc':

oo



o

30

"The men live in a converted hotel, the Nevada Palace,on the edge of the town
of Abelboden., They hike, climb mountains and ski end coast in the wintertime,
Their Swiss skiing instructor is a professgional, This last winter they used
the rink in front of the hotel for skating.

The camp life is planned so that each hour of the day is taken up. The
mornings are given to study and lecturces, and the afternoons to sport,laboratory
work and hobbies, The Americans themselves have helped convert the hotel into a
camp, They made furniturce in the carpentry and woodworking shop for the two club
lounges, ono for the officers and the other for the non-commissioned officers,
They bullt bookcases for the library and tables for the typing and mechanical
drawing classcs. An artistic signboard of their own design now spans the
entrance to the grounds,

Three practico rooms for musiclans have bocn installed on the top floor of
the hotel,two of them with planos,wherec music studonts may work without
disturbing their comrades, The men also have a well-cquipped photographic
laboratory and another for radio construction and repair,

Profosgor A.Volloman, of thce University of Geneva,has boen ongaged as
director of oducation, Ho is agsistod by Captain Lloyd Frce of the Amcrican
Logation in Bern, Profossor Velleman tcaches and lectures: the othor
ingtructors arc mombors of the inteorned group.

Most popular course is typing, which was attended by twenty-gseven men when
the war prisoners! air representative paid his visit. Twenty-five men were
toking mechanical drawing; twenty,. French; seventecn,German; soventeen,
accountingy fiftcen,carpentry, and ten,plano., Classcs with a somewhat smallor
attondance wore being held in mothematics, agriculturc,Aucrican history,
photography, radio,saxophono, trumpct and accordion., A machine-shop practice
class with ton mon onrollod had to be abandoned for lack of nccessary equipment.

Sincoe the men are required to tokce classos filling three hours ecach morning,
and the range of courses is limited, Some have had to study subjects which wore
not their first choicc, But all of tho mon werce found hard at work, They
adnitted thoy werc making proifitable usc of theilr time. Most of the courscs
will be intograted into the Amoricon Armed Forcos Institute's program and the
mon will rocecilve credit in Americean collegos and schools.

The mon scc motion picturcs two nights o wcok in "Mac and Bon's Alpine
Thoatre!,named for the two intcernces who run them off. They have chess
tournamonts and other indoor gamcs. 4An old English chapel, which was sorving
ag a hay barn,was about to be converted into a gymnasium,by spocial permission
from England,"

SWISS NOW LIFT BLACKOUT,

Berne,Scpt.12,~ Faccd with the growing dangoer of a serious incident as the
battle grows hotter in the Bolfort Gap,the Swiss Federal Council,in an
extraordinary scssion thils morning,dcerecd the 1lifting of blackout restrictions
throughout the country,cffoctive as of tonight,

The moasurc was firgt introducud in November,1940,aftcr Axls accusations that
8witzorland!s lights werc guiding British aviators to north Italian objoctives

. and 1t has becen in effecct ever since.

Today!s measures followed four days of serious frontier violations,almost
without interruption, during which American planes bombed and strafed Swiss
railroad stations and long-distance expregs trains, fortunately without causing
any losgs of life,

The Federal Council also drew up a firmly worded note, which has been dispatched
to the Swiss Legations at Washington,London and Berlin, reporting the repeated
violations and demanding that adequate steps be taken to protect Swiss aerial
neutrality in the future, (The New York Times, )
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