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PRESIDENT OF INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS FINDS JOB DIFFICULT.

Today the President of the International Red Cross Committee is Ii,Max Huber.

He is 59 years of age and has held the post since 1928. He was formerly a
permanent judge on the International Court of Arbitration at The Hague,

Because he has to work the Axis and Allies alike, the job is delicate, Because
the misery of war is great the job is a big one.

In an interview he said: M"The most difficult task is to maintain the impartiality
and patience necessary to conduct negotiations with belligerent Govemments,
taking into account that their main business is to make war and that everything
else must be relegated to second place. We must look after all our prisoners

and these prisoners are held by all belligerent countrics, If by some thoughtless
action we displease one country we may be debarred from helping prisoners and
internees in camps therec. We cannot teke sides even in face of conditions

which conscience urges shouvld be alleviatedf,

He hinted that his past experience as an international judge, as a member of
important Swiss foreign commissions and as a collaborator with the world's

experts on international law was somctimes hardly sufficient background for
dealing with the delicate and complex situationsg arising among belligerents,
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SUNDRY NEWS FROM SWITZERLAND,

SWISS POTATOES FOR SPAIN: A Router dispatch from Barcelona announces that a
cargo of Swiss potatoes arrived therc which were bought by the Spanish government
for the roprovisioning of the Province of Barcclona until the next crop.

The roason for this Swiss oxport of potatocs ig the same as the rcason for the
temporary admixture of potatoos to our bread. The potato stocks stored during
the wintcer have to be consumed by a certain datc in Spring, as with the

beginning of the new crop scason they arec exposed to the danger of deterioration.
The potatoos cxported to Spain arc also forming a valuable article of trade
compensation for Switzerland. However, there is no question of an over-
production of potatoos in Switzorland, A rcduction of the Swiss potato cultivation
is out of the qucstion as potatocs, in case Switzerland would be entircly cut off
. from abroad, would havec to become the main element of our food, even more than
they have already been,

The total indebtedness of the Confoderation at the end of 1943 was 5553.6
million francs, an increasc of 1116.7 million francs compared with thc provious

period,

Considerablc damage was caused whon the agricultural establishment including a
distillery, large stables and stock, machinory, ctc., bolonging to the communnl
councillor Anton Blicler, in Hasli ncar Seewen (Schwyz) was practically roduced
to ashes on Friday night, February 1llth,

The municipal thecatre in Lucerne is to roceive a subsidy of Frs, 205,000 for the
next winter scason. A further considerablc sum has also becn voted by the town
fathers to cnable the steamship company on the laoke to carry on; for the last
twenty-five years this undortaking has boen onjoying financial tonics,

The canton of Fribourg in view of the anticipated post-war boom conditions has
decided to moke a strong bid for attracting tourisiu to its regions.

A new political party has como into being in Boslo and styles itself fPartei
der Arbeit!;y 1t is a counterpart of a new group in CGenova under the name
"Porti Ouvrier Sulsse! and promises to support the socialists whenever possible,

Inoculation against diphtheria has been made compulsory in the canton Vaud for
all children up to twelve years.
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In the Grossrat elections in the canton of Thurgsu on March 26%h the socialists
nore than regained the seats which they lost three years ago and are now holding
32 mandates (24) out of a total of 116. The chief losars were the liberals
and the liberal bloc has now lost the absoliute majority in the council,

During manoeuvres a military plane had to make a forced landing near the
@riefensec cousing the death of the two pilots, Willi Zwahlen, age 26, from
Matten, and Walter Thoma, age 22, from Kaltbdbrunn.

Just over 26 kg. meat per head has been consumed in our country during last year.
Over a million animals were slaughtercd of which about 35% were cows, 15%
calves, 11% oxen and 20% pigs. The figures are only slightly lower than those
for the previous period but practically no meat in any form has been iuported,

The firm of Escher-Wyss & Co.,in Zurich which for over 100 years has becn
bullding turbines has just produced o propellcr for aircraft, which is able to
brake an aeroplone on landing in an uncommonly shor®t distancec. The landing
strip on an aecrodromc can, thanks to thls adjustable propellor, be reduced from
300 to 100 motres.

The most rccent official statistics show that doposits on saving books and
accounts at the 43 savings banks of the country increasced by 244 million Swiss frs.
in 1943, whercas the risc registered in 1942 was 185 million nad in 1941 only

45 million, There are about 4.5 million saving accounts in Switzerlaond,which
represent more than one per head of the population. (Onc third of thesc books

hold deposits amounting to loss than onc hundrod francs and another third of

the numbor do not cxceced onc thousand froncs, The spirit of thrift still

oxists in Switzerland.

The numcrous landings of bolligeront alrcrafts on our iterritory,particularly in
the Zurich arca, have madc it nocessary for the military authoritics to take a
certain number of mcasurcs, such as forbidding civilians to visit the plancs

or to go ncar the airdromes.,

Tho @clebration known as "Sechsollaupggf hag been forbidden. The parade was %o
have token place on April 17th. The reason is not only that a great panic might
occur vhen an air raid such as recently befell Schaffhausen should take place,
yot it was cven foarcd that an ailr alarm might cause unfortunate consequences,

The Now Holvetic Socicty held a mocting of delegates in Berne. The rosignation
of Prof., Arnold Latt, Precsidont of the Committec of Swiss Citizens Rosiding
Abroad, was acceptced. Ho has been at the hoad of this committes for 10 yoars,
As his successor, the society elccted the vice-prosident, Mr. Charles Bernard
of Goncva, the former diroctor of agriculturc of the Dutch Bast Indics.

Boveral spcakers sct forth the viecws on noutrality of the future, A livoly
dobate followed. The conclusion scems to be that the Now Helvtic Socicty
remains firmly attached to the maintenance of our ncutrality, oven though our
country should, as is highly dosirable, adherc later to some international
organizations of thc World or of Europc,

Saturday moming, April 22nd,1944, Mrc Bdmond Schulthoss died at the age of
76. Ho was Fedoral Councillor from 1912 to 1935, during which period ho played
o foremost role in tho countryis political life.

Tho Fedoral Council approved the proposal made by the committce for the National
Day (August 1st) that this ycar's collection be turncd over to necdy mothors.

According to a roport from the Political Iepavbucnt, tho forcign intorost soction
of sald department has beoen charged with the protection of the intorcsts of 29
states in all., Thesc states arc: XEgypt, United Stabtes of America, Brazil,
British Enpiro, Bulgaria, Chilc, Costa Ricsa, Gerimamiy, the Dominican Republic,
Bevador, Franco, Guatomala, Haitil, Honduras, Ivon, Ivek, Italy, Japan,Colombia,
Quba, Notherlands, Nicaragua, Panama, Poru, Rounania, San Salvador, Thailand,
Uruguay ond Voneczucla.
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The appeals of Robert Klee, Dr. Alfred Zahnder and John Spengler against the
declsion of the Federal Department of Justice and Police to withdraw their right
to Swiss citizenship were rejected by the Federal Council,

The Clty Qouncil of Schaffhausen granted the nunicipality’s govemnent full
power until December 31,1945, for carrying through projects for the city!'s
reconstruction, made necessary by the April 1lst bonbing. 4 credit of 2,5 nillion
francs was voted to cover the cost of the plan. A special commission of 9
nenbers has been for:ed.

According to German sources, the Swiss steamship Chasseralli has been attacked
by British aircraft in the Medlterrancan, west of the Rhone estuary. Though hit,
she could be towed into a French port (Cette) by small unite of the German marine
which went to her rescue.

The attack made on the S/S "Chasseral " off Port Vendres on April 22 by aircraft,
resultod in the death of tho ship's chicf cnginecr, Mauricc Jaccard., 35, Swiss,
The "Chasscral! received many hits, soven of them below the water line. As
alrcady announced, the "Chasscral! was towed into Cette harbour in South France,
and repoir work is alrecady under way.

0OBITUALRY,

It 1s with much rogret that we announce the death of Mr. Zmile Arnold Cattin,
of 42 Awa Road,Miramar, Wellington, which took place suddealy in Wellington
Hospital after a very short illness.

Mr,Cattin was born at Lagendorf, Ct.Solothurn, where he passed through the
State and High Schools, and after completing hig education, attended the
Watchmakers'! School at Bienne where he qualified with honours. Later, he went
to London and worked with Sir John Bennett, the well-known horologist,for two
years, Bventually he came to New Zealand where e lived in Whangerci, Gisborne,
and finally in Wellington, where he conducted a flourishing business at 19
Willis Stroet.

He was one of the founders of the New Zeaoland Horological Society,in which he
always took a great interest and of which he was an active member for many years,

BEmile Cattin was always a keen supporter of the Swiss Benevolent Socicty,of
vhich he was also Vice-President for two terms,

His passing will be felt deeply by all his compatriots, who were always made
welcome in his home, He was the lifc of any social function emong the Swiss
hore, and was passionately fond of a game of Jass! for which he would travel
miles.

The funcral was attonded by many friends and fellow countrymen, and we coxtend
deecp sympathy to Mrs.Cattin and her daughter,Beverly; also to Miss Olga
Cattin of Eltham, Mr, Paul Cattin and family of Te Kauwhata, and Mr.Ernost
Cattin in Washington, D.C.
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BROADCAST FROM SWITZERLAND: No information has yet been received as to any
spocial broadcast on the occnsion of our National Day. We rofer membors
theorofore again to the usual twicu~wookly broadecasts tc Australia and New
Zealand transmitted from the Swiss National Broadcasting Station at
Schwarzenburg which are rceceived hero on:

Wave Lengths: 23.14 m and 25,61 m
Times 8 = 9,30 pem, on Tuesdays and Saturdays.

As the 1lst of August is on a Tucsday, it is possible that no other arrangemonts
will be made, end that a spccial National Day program will be heard at the above
mentioned timo. We shall be pleased to hcar from members regarding the
roception of this broadcast,
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