Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand
Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 8 (1942-1943)

Heft: 4

Artikel: "The world owes the Swiss people a debt of gratitude”
Autor: Roosevelt, Eleanor

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-943058

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 09.08.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-943058
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

SOl

Greetings of the Swiss Red Cross are then offered to the children via a loud-
speaker., They are assured that Switgerland is happy to welcome them as her
guests for the next three months. As soon as they have left the train they are
given refreshments. Sanitary inspections then are made and wvhen these are over
the young travellers continue their journey inland. An overnight stop may be
necessary in a village or town en route to their final destination, but every-
where on Swiss soil these underfed, ill-clad and frequently highly nervous
victims of war are treated with utmost kindness.

Since all child war-suffererscannot be brought to Switzerland ways and means had

to be found to help them in their homeland. A foster-warent system was therefore
inaugurated whereby people in Switzerland assume the responsibility to pay ten
Swiss Francs per month toward the feeding of a needy child in a war-torn land.

To enable them to maintain personal contact with their protege, foster-parents

are given a slide with its picture, also the child's address. By Augzust,1942,
about 6000 foster-varenthoods have been pledged in Switzerland in favor of some
3800 French, 500 Belgian, 700 Finnish and 250 Polish children. Foster=parents

may be found among single persons, entire classes of schools, groups of workers,ete,

The Swiss Welfare Association for Child Victims of War has also founded a numbew
of homes for these unfortunates in various lands.

Another highly commendable Swiss institution is the Maternite Suisse at Elne,in
Southern France. It was founded shortly after the end of the Spanish Civil War,
to give help to expcctant mothers living in the Spanish refugee camp at
Argeles-s, e, Since the Spring of 1940 this Swiss haven has more or less assumod
an International character.

Swiss assistance in varioug forms is also given in many camps for interned
civilians. Children receive milk, chcese and preserves. Milk-rice is cooked
for the sick and aged; formulas are prepared for infants, etc, Efforts are now
made to provide some schools for the children and the youngsters are taught how
to make themselves useful by doing garden work and other chores. In all these
canmps the Swiss barracks is a place where the depressed and needy find consolation
and help, Swiss "sisters' live among these innocent vietims of war, suffering
untold hardships themsclves.

To help those in distress is more than ever the slogan in Switzerland. Deeply
grateful that their 551l-year-old Democracy has so far escaped the horrors of
actual warfarc the poople, although heavily taxcd and strictly rationed, are cager
to make sacrifices in ordor to do good unto othoers. They arc humanitarians and
Christions in the finost sense of the word.
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/' SOHE WORLD OWES THE SVTSS PROPTE 4 DEBT OF GRATITUDES.
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In her column "™y Day!" in the World-Telegram of October 22, Mrs, Eleanor
Roosevelt, wife of the President of the United States, writes:

"8ome of you may have read the article on the work that is being done in Geneva,
Switgzerland, for the refugee children. In groups of 10,000 they are taken in
every threec months, fed and housed and saved fror permancnt ill health and then
return to occupied France, Belgium,Groecce or Yugeslavia, Sometimes they go to
individual families, somc*imes they live in hotels,

In addition to housing and feeding, many of these children have to be clothed and
given medical attention. More important than anything else, whether they are in
hemes or hostels, is the fact that they are with pcople who love thom and want to
holp them, TFor this work tho rest of the world owes the Swiss people a debt of
gratitude, for these saved children will be of infinite value in rebuilding
Burope in the future.
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