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OURSELVES_AND THE 650TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE

SWISS_CONFEDERATION .

The 650th Anniversary of the Swiss Confederation takes place in one
of the most fateful and crucial years in history. We are in the midst
of darkness as regards the future of the nations. Under such circum-
stances the Swiss people will, it goes without saying, celebrate the
occasion in the appropriate spirit.

Our ancestors, in the most crucial hours in the history of our count-
ry, knelt down in prayer before their battles. In the first place the
forthcoming 650th Anniversary of the Swiss Confederation will lead
our generation also to meditation. Our famous "Swiss Psalm', no doubt,
inspires us with the right sentiments, and we shall remember too,

that the Symbol for Switzerland is not only one cross - the white

one on a red panel - but three crosses: The Cross of Christianity,

the Red Cross for Humanity and the White Cross for Liberty.

Then our thoughts may very well turn to the mors rezlistic facts
about the past, present and future of our homeland. The history of
our undaunted country will f£ill us with confidencs and strength to
face the present and future with stout hearts and clear heads. There
is no room for gloom, True, an unknown destiny lies ahead of us and
tasks, too, worthy of the greatest nation. But whatever may await

the Swiss people, we must remain true to ourszlveg and to the histo~-
ry of our country, - ready to cope with any emergency and any diffi-
cultles, at any cost....That, in contrast to the spirit of meditation,
is the spirit that will inspire us to 1live@..e.»

&n essential element of this spirit is the principle of neutrality,
steadfastly followed by the Swiss people for more than 400 years in
their foreign relations. In the light of its humanitarian aspects it
is a great contribution to the civiliscd world. Inwartime, of course,
among belligerents on both sides, neutralily usually does not evoke
praise only; but it is her policy of neutrality which is enabling
Switzerland to carry out her humanitarian obligations. It is evident
for instance that the unique mission of the International Red Cross
in times of war can only be performed b, a neutral country, and the
Swiss people realise, that it is not enough to have the honour of har-
bouring the great humanitarian institution of the International Red
Cross within their territory. They desire to make their Internatio-
nal Red Cross contribution unconditionally; whatcver financial sa-
crifices and voluntary work may be necegsary, the Swiss people are
considering such as being their own special obligations.

No nation, placed like the Swiss, in the middle of this world-wide
tempest, could survive without the spirit of unconditional sacrifice.
The sacrifices which the Swiss people have taken upon themselves to
make are twofold:

1, The independence and liberty of the country. symbolised by the
whi™e cross in her flag, must be defended at all cost,the cost of life,
if need be, and by willingly accepting all the sacrifices, both economic

and material, which these difficult times demand.

2. In this war, as ever, Switzerland must carry out her humanitarian
obligations, in every respect unconditionally and wholeheartedly, in
the name of the two other crosses for which she stands.

In previous issues of our monthly bulletin we published a radio ad-
dress given by the Swiss Federal Councillcr Biter, ¢ xplaining to the
Swiss people in what spirit the Swiss Government wished them to ap-
proach the celebrations of the 650th Anniversary of Switzerland. We
also published a number of other recent specches, in English transla=-
tidn, made by various Swiss magistratcs and the Commander-in-Chief of
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the Army, on conditions in Switzerland and on the principles, which
should guide the Swiss people in the present world crisis. These are
full of philosophical, historical, practical and courageous thinking,
and we would refer the earnest reader to these rich and reliable sour-
ced of information and inspiration.

Dr, Walter Schmid, Swiss Consul.

HISTORICAL FaCTS AND CHARACTERISTICS OF THE POLITICAL

The statement, that the Swiss people are celebrating the 650th anniver-
sary of their country, must not be understood as if Switzerland during
the course of these centuries has always been the country she is to-day.
Figuratively, the growth of Switzerland can best be e xplained by com-
paring it wi%h the building of a house, where the start is made by put-
ting up a small building, and then adding in the course of time new
structures, so that in the long run a house stands before us, in which
the original building is not recognisable any longer from the outside.
In 1291 three communities around the Lake of Lucerne set up a rough

and tumble little log cabin for the purpose of defending their old indi-
vidual rights and territory against the intruding Counts of Habsburg,
and with the further aim of keeping law and order in a lawless time,

In the course of 60 years an additional structure had been added to

this simple blockhouse, after five more neighbouring communities had
joined the original league, among them the three towns of Lucerne, Ber-
ne and Zurich, and two more small peasant communities. This was not
achieved without bloodshed, because during these 60 years the Swiss had
to fight it out with the Habsburgs and other potentates of these early
days. after this it took another 150 years, before the second addi-
tional structure had gradually been added. In the course of these 150
years four more towns and one peasant community had joined the original
old Swiss league. This new growth of the Swiss league, which had taken
place in the 15th and in the first year of the 16th century has cost

the Swiss a good deal of blood toco, and indeed the 15th century in their
history is called the heroic epoche. The house of Habsburg had been beaten
off for good and the territorial ambitions of the Archduke of Burgundy
and the German Emperor had come to nought through defeat. From approxe
1500 on the Swiss Confederation remained about the same as far as mem-
bership in the league is concerned, until the advent of Napoleon. But
the Swiss had now started to round off their territory through con-
quests and alliances. Under the influence of the general European trend
of autocratic Government, democracy also decayed a great deal in Switz-
erland, although it can be said that in comparison with other countries
her people still were the freest perhaps on the Buropean Continent for

the whole of this long period.

Napoleon invaded Switzerland and made of her a centralised state accor-
ding to the French model, which, however, was shortlived, because it
proved entirely unsuccessful, Compromise organisations between a cen-~
tralised state and a federation followed, but when the chapter of Na-
poleon was closed, the Swiss State in 1815 reverted to the o0ld loose
structure of a confederacy without a central govermment, The Congress
of Vienna in 1815 fixed the boundaries of Switzerland as they are to-
day, and the number of individual statcs or cantons had finally rea-
ched the figure of 22 as at present. Some of the conquered districts
had been lost for good, while others and allicd territories had been
added to the Swiss Confederacy as new cantons. a loose state of af-
fairs lasted until 1848, when the present Swiss Constitution finally
was conceived., For Switzerland 1848 was the happy ending of the so-
called regeneration movement, which began with the Revolution in Paris in
1830, In neighbouring countries the struggle for liberty did not turn
out so well, The whole Continent of Europe was in the clutches of re=-
actionary potentates, and only the revolutionary crisis in 1848 fru-
strated their plans for dividing up Switzerland. Thus Switzerland was
wbe
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