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5.

PRO JUVENTUTE

As everybody knows»Switzerland is issuing charity stamps for
a similar purpose as New Zealand is doing at the present time.

Prom year to year the stamps are changed in design,but the
title "Pro Juventute" which means for the "Youth" or for
"Childhood" always tells us the meaning of their purpose. The
designs of the stamps of many years' issue have always been very
pleasing to the eye,and have made these charity stamps a by-word
in the philatelic world.

The first Pro Juventute stamp was issued in and had as
its design the picture of a young Swiss girl which was supposed
to represent a more modern embodiment of the "HELVETIA".

Following the first and initial issue,there are some designs
depicting national Swiss costumes,some juvenile,some adults.
Some of the cantonal costumes are still very prominent,while
others are beginning to be very rare. Best known and most
picturesque are the dresses of Berne and Appenzell.

With the 1918 issue the cantonal coats of arms begin to
appear on the stamps. This idea gave the designers no end of
food for variety for quite a number of years to come. As already
mentioned»these coat of arms designs began to appear in 1918«»
Uri and Geneva being the first two of the 22 cantons. Uri was one
of the first three and Geneva the last to join the Swiss
Confederation.

In 1 91 9 we find the two half cantons of Untorwalden and Vaud,
in 1920 Schwyz,Zurich and Tessino, 1921 represents Valais,
Berne, 1922 Zug Frybourg and Lucerne, 1923 Basle»Glarus and
Neuchateli 1 924 Appenzell, Solothurn and Schaffhausen.
Appenzell,like Untorwalden, is divided into two half cantons,
one of which is found in the 1924 issue and the other in the
1925 issue. The latter also includes St.Gall and Graubunden.
With 1926 this class of designs comes to an end with Thurgau,
Aargau and one of the two half cantons of Basle.

Regarding these coats of arm series mentioned,these stamps
do not only bear the "Cantonal Wappen", they also show the
insignia of their respective industries. We will quote a few
instances: On the 10 cts.stamp of the 1920 issue,you will
notice on both sides of the coats of arms of Zurich small
cogwheels etc. which denotes that Zurich has the manufacture of
machinery as one of their chief industries. On the 20 cte.Btamp
1925,representing Neuchatel,we find designs of watches.
Schaffhausen,the 20 cts.stamp of 1924 shows a bunch of grapes,
while the same value of 1 925>Graubunden has the leaves of a
grapevine. In the 5 cts.and 10 cts.of 1925 w© find two commercially

closely related cantons, St.Gall and Appenzell,with
embroideries for their design. The 20 cts.stamp of 1926 has as
the trademark of Aargau,some carrots.

So from year to year the designs have changed»quite a few
series depicting the many cantonal costumes, others specializing
in heads of prominent Swiss, say Pestalazzi, J.Gotthelf, General
Dufour, Von der Flue, H.Lunant,and others too numerous to
mention. Then there are well-known landscapes, National Games,&c.

The continuous variety of such wonderful designs of the Pro
Juventute stamps,not to mention the ordinary postal stamps,of
Switzerland,have brought our country well into the foreground
in the philatelic world,a fact which has helped swell the ever
increasing revenue for the Pro Juventute scheme.
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NEW MEMBERS.

We have much pleasure to enrol the following new members:

Mr.J.L.G.Meier, T.& G.Buildings,WELLINGTON,G. 1.
Mr, H.Schlatter, c/o.Mr. J.Meier,T & G.Bldgs.,WELLINGTON,G.1.
Mr. Birchler, Sandon Rd. FBILDING,
Mr.W.Risi, Glen Rd. KAUPOKONUI.
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