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A preliminary international conference took placeat Geneva in October 1863, and on August 22 1864, the
International Red Cross treaty was signed in a chamber of tho CityHail at Geneva, which is now known as the Alabama Room, thoAlabama Claims Commission having convened there from Decombor
15, 1871 until Soptembor 14, 1872.

As a compliment to Switzerland tho Swiss flag inreversed colours, i.e. a rod cross on a white field, wasadopted as tho insignia of everything oonnoctod with the RodCross.
The International Rod Cross is observing its 75thannlvorsary this year. Humanity, again distressed by warfarewill nooS its labour of devotion, and sacrifice moro than over.

SWISS AS CHIEF OF GENERAL STAFF IN FINNLAND.

Pinnland, tho unfortunate country now also involvod
in war, has a Swiss as loador of tho Gonoral Staff of tho Army.
Gonorai Karl Lonnart 0 o s o h, born in 1892 has a splendid record
as a Finnish soldier. In the last war ho fought as a volunteer
against Russia, and now ho has reached one of tho highost
positions, to again fight the old enemy.

SWISS FLEET. Two ships under the Swiss flag
and"Switzerland" freshly painted on oach side, loaded a quarter
of a million bushel of oats in Philadelphia last November. Tho
surprise of many a visitor along tho wharfs can easily be
vlsualisod, a s we have no ships on the high sea. Official news
indicates that Switzerland actually chartered sixteen ships from
Greek shipping linos. Those ships bring essential food and
other cargo from all over the world to Marseilles and Genoa
for transit to Switzerland.

NEWS IN BRIEF.

A Now Year's broadcast takes place from
Switzerland on January 1st at 5.45 p.m. (N.Z. time) on wavo-
longth 20.46 and 26.31

Our little noighbour in tho East tho Principality
LIECHTENSTEIN has just declared its neutrality. Its Government
has, through tho Swiss Embassy, takon stops to request tho
Powers to recognise its neutrality. This little State may bo
looked upon as a curiosity as it is formally still at war with
Prussia since 1866. .-^^2=,====^^^

Already in September of last year when threatening
war clouds began to darken tho horizon the Swiss Föderal Council
instructed all tho Embassies in foreign countries to organise a

transport system for the Swiss who were desirous of returning to
their .native land, in case of war. Tho bulk of this important
task foil to tho Snbassy in Paris inasmuch as it has to assist
not only the Swiss in Franco, but also all comers of our
nationality from other countries, who have to travel through
France. In all respective states, places have boon publicly
appointed where tho Swiss may assemble.

On September 5th it was reported from Geneva that
40,000 Swiss were expected to arrive there from Franco by
special trains. The population has been preparing to receive
thoso unfortunate victims of evacuation.
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