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Our Consul, Dr.Walter Schmid,and Mrs,Schmid are extending
to all our members and their families a very happy and prosper-
ous New Year,

The Committee of your Society is also wishing all compatriots
the best of health and happiness for 1939,
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The "Sekretariat Des Auslandschweizer" Werkes, the head-
quarters of our mother society, the Neue Helvetische Gesellschaft,
has published the following appeal :

"The latest international events have shown that quite a
"number of countrymen residing in foreign countries for quite a
“Yconsiderable time,have reported to their representative at the
Hlaat minute,so as to secure the protection of the Swiss
"authorities in case of eventualities, It is the duty of every
"Swiss citizen who exceeds 3 months' residence in a foreign
"eountry to notify the nearest consulate, Obligations of that
"'kind,which are met only in time of stress,are liable to cause
"Embassies and Consulates no end of worry and work,especially
“so0 when through current cvents their time is taken up otherwise.
"Swiss in foreign parts who have not yct notified their repres-
Tentative should do so without delay. This concerns especially
the younger Swiss of cither sex who,for the purpose of learning
"the language,are living in foreign families.”

This notice is mecant not only for our countrymen residing
in Europecan countries, but also for those overscas, Every Swiss
citizen abroad should rccognise the importance of this appeal.
Please notify the Swiss Consulate at Wellington.
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AELPLERFESTE , BERGKILBINEN UND ALPSTUBETEN IN DER SCHWEIZ.

Tanzfeste auf hoher Alp,diec sich um den Jakobstag herum
abspiclen,kennt dic West-und Ostschweiz. In den grogseren
Sommerdérfern des Wallis ist das Aclplerfest der freudigste Tag
im Alpenlcben. Wenn im Talc Heu-und Kornerntc unter Dach gnd
Fach gcborgen sind,feicrn dic Bewohner von Naters ihr beriihmtes
8t.Jakobsfost am letzten Juli-Sonntag auf der Belalp,wo sich
schon am Vorabend des Festtages allo HuUtten mit Familicnange-d‘ .
hdrigen und Gasten fiilllen, Der Vormittag ist_ciner Bergpredig
unter freicm Himmel gewciht; nachmittags zicht jung und altd
hinaus auf die grinecn Alpmattcn, wo Handorgel,Klarincttc un g
Hackbrett zum Feldtanz locken,wahrend dic Bgdon des Jakobsverein
mit Lebkuchen und Walliscrwein fur feuchtfrohliche Stimmung
sorgen,
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