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kept secret until a public vote has been cast,deciding the
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first prize. The winncer of the sweepstake receives the most
popular picture,whcrecaficr the jury's decision is rovealed.

Competitions among industrial exhibitors will be a-other
nove Ly . In this section products exposed to wear and tedar,
such as linoleum used on the floors of the Exnosition halls,
will be examined at the end of tae show, a distincticn going
to the one judged to be in best condivion.

The entire history and devclooment of the Swiss people
will be¢ carefully portrayed,including the evolution of gbvcrn-
ment from the feudal and patriarchal reégimes to prescnt-day
institutions.

A special pavilion will be devcted to the efforts
Switzerland is at this time making for the military defence
of her independence and neutrality,aund a specially entertain-
ing department will show how the Swiss spend their leisure
hours.

SUCCESS OF DEFENCE TOAN,

The President of Switzerland addressed his people over
the air in regard to the spontaneous success of the heavily
over-subscribed defence loan. He expressed his sincere
thanks,as well as the intense pride and gratification felt by
his Cabinet,the Parliament, in fact the entire population.
All cantonal authorities were requested to celebrate the
occasion by ringing the church chimes of all towns and
villages, to decorate and be-flag the public and private
houses fittingly. It was indeed a grecat celebration and
rejoicing throughout the land on Saturday the 1l7th day of
October 1936,

Swiss clubs in London,Milan,Paris,etc. also celebrated
the event with the happy fecling that they tco,contributed
in some measure towards the success of the appeal.

So universal is the fame of the St.Bernard dogs that it
goes without saying that they rank first among the aristo-
cracy of Switzerland's canine world. Their home,as their
name suggeste,is the Great St.Bernard Hospilce,founded ove™
one thousand years ago by Berrnard de lMenthon,a saintly priecst,
and inhabited up t6 this day by brethren of the order of “Ste
Augustine., Winter lasts from eight to nine months in that
icolated mountain region and the snow is sometimes piled up
as high as 12 to 15 feet. Blizzards are:sudden and descend
with such fury that maay travellcrs would surely perish were
it not for the vigilance and devotion of the monks and their
marvellously trained dogs.

While summer travel to the Great E£t.Bernard Hospice is
increasing yearly,no buses and no private cars can recach
those snowbound heights in winter. Yet,the Great St.Bernard
Pass has a few wayfarers even at that time,mostly men who are
financially unable to make usc of modern railroad facilities,
also shepherds who inhabit this solitary reaim aad occasional
skiers.

Electricity,stcam heat,telcphone and radio have in
recent decades improved living conditions in the Hospice. The
brethren arc now informed beforchand of impending arrivals
from Martizny,in the BSwiss Rhone valley,or from Aosta in Italy
If travellors are expected and a storm or avalanches should
suddenly happen to descend upon the region of this historic
refuge,the scientifically trained,super-intelligent dogs arc



sent out to meet them or to search for them. The animals are
instructed to bark whean they have discovered someone and to
wake up those whom they find asgleep, If the person thus res-
cued is unable to walk,the dog will drag him for a certain
distance and by barking he will summon the monks who are ever
ready to brave storms and dangers when a human being uneeds
help.

Historic records show that the Hosplce was without any
dogs up to 1670 A.Ds Prom then on the brethren kept a few
watch dogs,but it is not clearly established of what breed
they were. These animals soon took delight in accompanying
their masters on their many errands of mercy and wers quickly
appreciated for their unerring sense of location. The race
which has for the last 250 years been described as St.Bern-
ards has, according to Prof, Albert Heim of Zurich,the noted
naturalist, beeun gradually developed by the Monks through
careful breeding and training in life-saving wcrk. The short-
haired variety is the original kind, 1In 1830 some of the
brethren decided to cross their dogs with Newfoundlands, in
order to raise animals which would be protected against the
inclement climate with longer hair. However,this crossing did
not affect the physical characteristics of the St.Bernards,
and only the hair became longer. But experience showed that
long hair was not desirable in that high altitude,as the melt-
ing and subsequent freezing of the snow produced icicles on
the shaggy coats. The result was that the long haired speci-
mens were sold or given away,and this explains why the St.
Bernard dogs in the mountains have short hair and those in
the lowlands long hair. The long-haired St.Bernards are,
however,accepted as thoroughbreds.

It is sald that if the atmosphere is calm a dog gets the
scent of a person in distress at a distance of 600 to 900
feet. If a wind blows toward him he gets it at a distance of
several miles. Should a traveller have been overwhelmed by an
avalanche a dog will locate him although the snow covering
him may be from six to nine feet deep.. The dogs sense the
approach of storms and avalanches,and numerous incidents have
occurred where these sagacious animals went out on their own
accord to meet travellers,then,after standing still and sur-
veying the situation,gently conducted them by a detour out of
the path of some impending disaster.

It usually takes two years to teach a dog all he must
know before he can be trusted out alone as a seeker and guide,
but even after this period training is not stopped.

Just as the brethren of the Great St.Bernard arc heroes
in their work dedicated to humanity,so have the dogs develop-
ed heroic qualities which have brought them world fame. Barry
was one of these noble beasts and an inscription on a memor-
ial erected to him at the Hospice relates that "he saved
forty persons and was killed by the forty-first." The forty-
first was a soldier who had becn dug out of the snow by Barry.
Awakened by the dog the half-dazed man believed himself
attacked,and killed the faithful animal with his knife.,
Barry's monument,showing the dog with a little child seated
on his back,glorifies his rescue of a ten-year-old girl, He
had found her half-buried in the deep snow,asleep from ex-
haustion. Gently Barry licked her face until she woke up from
her stupor. Then the intellilgent animal crouched down and
suceceeded in getting the little girl to-sit on his:strong
back and in this position he finally carriecd her through
treacherous snow drifts and crevices to the Hospice-- a dog
hero forever.

Members who have not paid their subscription for the pre-
-gent year are urgently requested to forward the fee to the
Secretary. Defaulters will not be supplied with the next

issue of our publication.

Address correspondence tTo:s- W.Ungemuth,Secretary,
Clarence St.,Northcote. .
AUCKLAND.
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