Zeitschrift: Helvetia : magazine of the Swiss Society of New Zealand
Herausgeber: Swiss Society of New Zealand

Band: 1 (1935-1936)

Heft: 4

Artikel: Alpine cave men in Switzerland
Autor: [s.n]

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-941982

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 19.02.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-941982
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

ALPINE CAVE MEN IN SWITZERLAND.

Believe it or not, but there are actually two duly occupied
cave dwellings in Switzerland! By automobile it takes only twenty
minutes from Berne to reach their location in the picturesque
Lindental near the village of Krauchtal. Here, in a fertile agri-
cultural region, rise abruptly two huge rocks. To the east they
drop down perpendicularly to pleasant meadows and fields, but their
top and background is covered by dense woodland. Thousands and
thousands of years ago a mountain torrent must have been at work in
this mighty bulwark of nature, with the result that two great caves
were gradually formed. These caves have a length of 50 - 65 feet
and a height of 33 -~ K0 feet. There is no visible evidence that
they were inhabited in prehistoric times, but their excellent loca-
tion, space and security came to the attention of a thrifty peasant
family ten years ago. In simple, but perfectly comfortable fashion,
they built themselves rooms into one of the caves, and another family
followed suit by occupying the other cave three years later,

These Swiss cave dwellers are self-supporting farmers with
happy rosy~-cheeked children. Several acres of land belong to each,
directly below their remarkable habitations. Their stables accomnmo-
date respectively four heads of cattle, and directly above is a
storage place for hay. Smaller sheds houce some goats. The approxh
to these cave dwellings is a narrow, steep path, and the manure fcr
the fields, as well as all harvested products, are rolled down and
up, as the case may be, by means of a primitive cable device.
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