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zu stehen brauchen; und drei endlose Drahtseile, in deren Schleifen Schlitten festgehakt
werden, gehdren auch nicht zum Vornehmsten, was der Erfindungsgeist moderner Men-
schen hervorgebracht hat.

Neu und staunenswert ist nur der Schauplatz, den die Spekulation sich ausgewihlt hat!

Hier trifft alles zu, was man anderswo von der Zerstorung einer herrlichen Berggegend
durch Eisenbahnanlagen gesagt hat, hier wird die Schindung erhabener Naturschonheit
das Héchste leisten. Nicht etwa bloss alle Stunden ein kleiner Zug, der iiber die Schienen
hinweggleitet, sondern das unaufhérliche Gesurre der Rollen, auf denen die Drahtseile sich
fortwihrend bewegen. Wahrscheinlich werden sich die Rider sogar Tag und Nacht drehen
miissen, damit die Seilschleifen auf dem Gletscher nicht anfrieren! Wirklich eine wunder-
volle Zukunft fiir den bis jetzt von menschlicher Technik unberiihrten Aletschgletscher!

In cinem ebenso energischen als feinsinnigen Artikel macht Professor Paul Seippel
im ,,Journal de Genéve' vom 28. Oktober Front gegen den neuen Versuch, eine der gross-
Fremdenverkehr genannt.
sich der Sache warm und

artigsten Gegenden unseres Vaterlandes der Spekulation,

geben, und wir diirfen hoffen, dass der ,,Heimatschutz’

folg annchme. Die Seippelschen Argumente sind so iiberzeugend, dass es keiner
weitern Waffen bedarf, um zugunsten einer gefihrdeten Landesgegend. fréhlich in den
Kampf zu ziehen. (Ziircher Post.)
Dear Sir,

1 am obliged to write to say that I shall not be able to attend your Meeting. If I

Teddington, October, 22nd, 1907.

did so, and were invited to speak, I should use something like the following words, and
they can be, at your discretion, either read to the Meeting, or published throughout the
world, — either or both.

The project of a Railway up the Matterhorn is not a new one. It was formulated
more than a dozen years ago, and has been held back until what is deemed a favourable
moment. It is a scheme of a small group of company promoters.
are not actuated by any admiration of the Matterhorn, or by any love of country. I

In my opinion they

think that they seek personal gain.

The Matterhorn has done much for Switzerland. By common consent it is esteemed
one of the most striking mountains in the Alps, and indeed in the world. Its origin and
the manner of its formation are mysteries. The effect which a first sight of it produces
is known to everyone who has visited the Valley of Zermatt.

passed without emotion, but when the Matterhorn comes into sight a great cheer is raised,

Loftier mountains are

It is now proposed to defile this mountain. No plans of the route which it is proposed
to take have been laid before me. Perhaps the promoters of the company have not for-
But, unless those who are concerned in this matter are lunatics, the whole
When the railway

mulated any.
of the ascent of the Matterhorn in railway must be made in tunnel.
is made, those who will go up in it will see nothing, unless upon arrival at the top, and
upon arrival there it is not at all certain that they will see anything farther off than their
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own feet. This is not a very attractive scheme.
portation is so francs per head.

I think that the settlement of this matter should be left to the Swiss. If they con-
sider that it is to their advantage to defile and to degrade the Matterhorn, let them do it.

The price which is announced for trans-

A stronger and deeper feeling is that the Summit of the Matterhorn will be interfered
with. If this railway project is carried out the summit of the Matterhorn will not in the
future be what it is to-day. The summit is not large. There is only a small space upon
which people can move about; and, if such numbers of persons are brought up by the

If they like to blow up and erase every mountain in their country, let them do it. They

would be acting within their rights. — One may enquire, however, Where then would

railway as will enable the railway to pay its way, more space for moving about must
be provided. How will this be done? The promoters do not say, — possibly because
be Switzerland ? they feel it is a delicate subject. Also, the Matterhorn will be tampered with in other

I have been invited several times from Switzerland to speak out in regard to this
matter, and have declined; and I speak now without any wish that my voice should reach
beyond your Meeting.
not desire to interfere with them.

ways, if this railway project is carried out.
necessarily be tunnelled. What is to be done with the débris? Will the promoters insist
uypon the whole of the débris being carried miles away, and deposited where it will not do
mischief ? or will it be carried out through lateral galleries and tumbled down the faces
of the mountain? By all means let them say.

These are reasons why I think that a railway up the Matterhorn is undesirable, and
would be a mistake.

The whole of the railway in the peak will

The Swiss have rights in regard to their own country, and I do
At the same time an outsider may be permitted to
have an opinion, and my opinion is that the project of a railway up the Matterhorn is
I think that it will not benefit Switzerland, and will be in-
‘The
Zermatt men have recently issued a sort of manifesto or protest, from which it appears

injudicious and undesirable.

jurious to the Guides of the Zermatt Valley, and to those of the Val Tournanche. Should it nevertheless be made, let us turn our attention to other

EDWARD WHYMPER,
NZIC () eofo
bestes Glanz-% Schuhputzmittel

countries, where nature can be seen undefiled.
that down to the present time nothing at all adequate has been offered to them for the 3
These

injury they will sustain. The men of Val Tournanche have still to be dealt with.

men are my friends, and I feel for them, knowing that they have worked for a number

of years to develop the mountain, and that they now see the possibility of being deprived macht das Leder g chm;tidigldauerhnfll%lebf tzlich
i K schonsten Glanz. Erbaltlichinallen Spezereibandlungen.
of the fruits of their labours. - , -
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