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To the editor of the Westminster Gazette.

Sir, — Your sense of fairness will, I am sure, admit a brief protest and statement

of fact on behalf of those who feel themselves grossly misrepresented by your article

of yesterday. The opposition to such schemes as the Matterhorn railway is not
motived either in Switzerland or in England by the interests of climbers. It comes

mainly from those who have never stood, and will never stand, on the summit of the

Matterhorn, but, for themselves, would rather remain below for ever than see it
degraded to the level of an Eiffel Tower, and who intensely disbelieve in any benefit

to such as would be content to be hoisted up for the price of a railway ticket. They
feel, on the other hand, that the character of the mountain, all that makes up its
sublime dignity, its romance, and mystery, would thus be destroyed for them and for the

whole world. As the Journal de Genève wrote recently: "A few years ago impious
hands rent the robe of the Jungfrau and pierced its heart. Now poets will sing of it no

more. It is no longer even a symbol. It is a dead thing, an edifice of stone and ice

with a funicular hooked on to it. On the summit they will build a little terrace of

cement, a little station with all the accessories; chocolate manufacturers will placard

it with their horrors, and in front of the buffet with its highpriced American drinks

all the fools who have been hoisted up to say that they have been there will sit

shivering in their shawls." Even so will it be with the Matterhorn, for "we do not look

at nature with our eyes, but with our minds and with our hearts, and we shall never

be able to contemplate the mountain without seeing also la lourde voiture qui grince au
bout de son câble dans le roc maçonné."

It is too late now to employ the humanitarian pretext. Such schemes belong to an

entirely different category from ordinary view-points like the Rigi, and are branded in
countless articles of the Swiss Press, as having but one object and one result — the making
of money. As Professor Bovet, of Zurich, has said: "It is desired to exploit the fame of
the Matterhorn by speculating on the indifference of some, the snobbishness of others."

It is expected that at least 100,000 signatures will be obtained in Switzerland to a petition

against this profanation, for the whole country resounds with the indignant demand

that "the high summits, the cradles of Swiss history, the symbols of the Ideal and of the
National pride, sublime temples reared to our Mother Liberty, shall remain the patrimony
of the entire people, and not be sold for the gold of the 'rastaquouère.' " — Your obedient

servant, E. W. Hallifax,
Hon. SeC. of the English Branch of the Swiss Ligue für Heimatschutz.

July 30. (Westminster Gazette.)
The Preservation of Swiss Scenery. Just at the moment when the admirers of Alpine

scenery, both in Switzerland and elsewhere, have been stirred up to make a vigorous
effort to fix public attention on the enormity of the Matterhorn project, another scheme

of vandalism, perhaps even more formidable and repellent, has been disclosed. A Swiss

newspaper published a couple of weeks ago the details of a plan for constructing a second
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railway up the Jungfrau, to join the existing line now approaching completion on the

Jungfraujoch. We published in our Engineering Supplement this week a brief summary
of the scope of this projected enterprise, which we think must arouse strong feelings among
all those who care to guard the grandeur and majesty of the Alps against the invasion
of speculators who desire to exploit for profit the beauty which is the priceless possession
of Switzerland and of the whole world. This project will be even more a freak railway
than the original Jungfrau line from the Little Scheideck, or the Matterhorn line, if that
should ever be constructed. Starting from Brigue, not far from the entrance of the Simplon
Tunnel, the works, for which a concession is now sought and an effort is being made to
raise the capital, will be carried, in the shape of an electric narrow-gauge railway, up to
and beyond the Belalp, to a point on the edge of the great Aletsch Glacier — Zenbächen

— at an altitude of seven thousand seven hundred feet. Up to this point there is nothing
new in the plan. The ascent would be a very steep one, and must cause much disfigurement

to the noble surroundings of the great glacier, but it is possible, as the projectors
assert, that it will involve no extraordinary engineering difficulties. From Zenbächen,
however, up to the Jungfraujoch the scheme is of an entirely novel character; the
line is to be carried as a Schlittenbahn or sledge - railway, crossing the broad glacier
in its mid stream and touching those scenes so well known to mountaineers, the Maer-
ielensee and the Concordiaplatz, before striking up directly over ice and snow to the
Jungfraujoch.

It is impossible that such a project should be carried into effect without the ruin of the
majestic solitudes which make the Aletsch Glacier unrivalled even among the Alps. Whether

the transit over the eleven miles from Zenbächen to the Jungfraujoch will be as
safe and easy as the promoters profess to believe we do not undertake to say, but, whatever

may be the opinion of technical experts, the traction of a series of sledges drawn
by an endless rope over the surface of a glacier in which crevasses are common, and that,
too, in a region where sudden storms of extreme violence prevail, will probably give rise
to a good many searchings of heart among possible passengers and possible investors.
Herr Isler, the principal author of the scheme, is an engineer at Meiringen who has already
obtained a concession for an electrical line over the Jochpass, passing from the Trübsee
to the Titlis, with a Schlittenbahn carried across the snowfields to the summit of that
noble mountain. This scheme, too, must certainly disfigure and degrade one of the finest
scenes in the Alps. But there is something still more shocking in the invasion of the Great
Aletsch by the locomotive and the electric power station. It is to be hoped that attention
will be drawn to the matter at the approaching meeting of the English branch of the
League for the Protection of Swiss Scenery, when it is expected that the secretary of the
Swiss League will be present and will speak, as well as many distinguished British
mountaineers. The question is one of not less importance than the Matterhorn line, against
which an energetic and effective protest has been made in Switzerland, not only by the
lovers of scenery, but by the guides' organizations. Although it is in some respects dis-
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