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350,000 Franken belaufen. Das Asyl
bietet seinen Insassen die grösste
Bequemlichkeit, grosse Schlafsale zu io
bis 12 Betten, zwei Refektorien,
Rauchzimmer, Krankenzimmer beiderlei

Geschlechts, Direktorwohnung, geräumige
Veranden, Garten etc. Im ganzen, d. h.

Männer- und Frauenabteilung zusammen

ist Platz für etwa 150 Betten. Der
Distrikt Courtelary darf stolz darauf

sein, den meist einzelstehenden Greisen

eine so schöne Heimstätte geschaffen zu

haben. Der Staat Bern selbst hat mehr
als die Hälfte beigesteuert.
f* Nebenbei sei bemerkt, dass die Refektorien

mit zwei prächtigen Gemälden
des Malers Blancpain geschmückt sind.
H. Bäschlin, Architekt. (Der Bund.)

Ein Glasscherbenberg. Wir haben in
der Schweiz auch unsern Monte Testacelo

aber es ist keine Ehre damit einzulegen.
Das Nägclisgrätli in der Nahe der Grim*
sel ist dieser Scherbenberg. In den „Aar-
gauer Nachrichten" erzählt Dr. Max

Widmann, der auf einer Tour vom Gott-
hard über Furka den Pass nach der
Grimsel beging: „Einen sonderbaren

Anblick gewährt die Passhöhe des

Nägclisgrätli, der Gipfel ist nämlich ein

vollkommener Glasscherbenberg.
Tausende und aber Tausende von
Weinflaschen sind hier im Laufe der Jahre
an den Steinen zerschellt worden —
vermutlich zumeist durch übermütiges
Vereinsvolk — so dass man Mühe hat,
ein Plätzchen zu finden, wo man sich

nicht in eine Glasscherbe setzt. Dass

diese Scherben-Wüste gerade einen

erhebenden Eindruck mache, lässt sich

nicht behaupten; noch nie haben wir auf
einem Berggipfel oder einer Passhöhe

ein so wüstes Bild getroffen.
(Der Bund.)

Wiederherstellung alterBauten
ïn Rapperswll. In Rapperswil ist das

alte Kornhaus am Hafen renoviert wor*
den. Ebenso ist auch das alte malerische

,,HeilighüsH" im Obersee, der letzte
Überrest der alten Holzbrücke, einer

gründlichen Renovation unterworfen
worden. Damit ist es hoffentlich
gelungen, dieses alte Bauwerk, das sich

so malerisch dem schönen Landschaftsbild

einfügt, vor dem drohenden
Einsturz zu bewahren.

(Tagblatt der Stadt St. Gallen.)

The protection of Swiss scenery. To
the Editor of the Times. Sir,—There
is evidently much misconception and

consequent misrepresentation of the
aims of the "Ligue pour la protection
de la Suisse pittoresque," which are

likely to injure a movement that would
otherwise meet with universal sympathy
and would be criticized only for not '

going far enough.
There is also much beating of the

air on the subject of Swiss scenery in
general owing to imperfect knowledge
of the facts and neglect to define terms
and discriminate between circumstances.

Many arguments are of this kind:—
"I have enjoyed myself in a certain spot,
and standing at a distance of several
miles from a particular mountain I saw

no disfigurement, therefore there is

none." This conclusion is then extended
to Switzerland as a whole. But let us

suppose it confined to a single case.

To the eye the view of the Jungfrau
from Berne will remain the same for

ever, but will any one who knows
the panorama of ugliness on the Kleine
Scheideck, soon to be the junction of
four railways, ever dissociate it and
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the taming of the summit by an iron
road, from any view of the Jungfrau?
As a Lauterbrunnen guide said to ire
last week :—" Die Gruppe von drei

Bergen geht verloren. Die Freude geht
verloren; mir geht es auch so."

Again the railways singled out for
justification are those which through
the influence of one consideration or
another have never been specifically
condemned. When it is realized that
any railway of acknowledged usefulness

as a means of communication would

never be opposed in Switzerland
provided the landscape does not suffer

gratuitously, "Viator's" "great European

highway" and the "convenient"
Brlinig railway cease to be an argument
against the Ligue or its English
supporters.

With regard to another type—the
30 or 40 "Aussichtsbahnen," or pleasure

railways—the contention is rot against
an due proportion of them to enable

the inactive to enjoy such views as the

Rigi and Gomer Grat, but against an
infectious mania for their unlimited
multiplication. The reasonable spirit
is that of compromise as between

other beauty and utility and between

conflicting considerations. In the words

of your admirable leader, "it is not
imperative that the whole of the Swiss

Alps should be reduced to the state of
Interlaken," &c, and that, too, not as

a condition of crowds being able to

come and enjoy, but of their being
carried everywhere without effort. It
is fair to urge that beauty should not
be sacrificed without some counter-
advantage, as would de done by the
Göschcnen-Andermatt railway, which
will only succeed by destroying all that
forms the inducement to the short four
miles' walk or drive; that regard should
be paid to the degree in which the

scenery is unique or exceptional; and

that the interests of one class, whether
that of the infirm, the luxurious, or
the hotel-keeper, should not covet everything

on their own special conditions
and dominate everywhere. I am quite
sure that this spirit exists on the one

side, and that the vice of the really
objectionable schemes like the
Obergabelhorn, Statzer See, and Männlichen

railways lies in its absence on the other.
But the truth about the Ligue is

that railways only enter into its
programme incidentally as part of a larger
object.

The 3,200 Swiss who compose it are
concerned about the spirit of indifference
to beauty in all its forms, which prefers

power stations to waterfalls and factory-
chimneys to the loveliest lake shores,

which sacrifices historical associations

and characteristic architecture, and,"in
order to capture the greatest immediate
profit, is content to degrade the country
to the required level, or, in the words
of the Journal de Genève, to turn it
into a foire champêtre. Like a recent
book ("Ouvrons les yeux") the Ligue
seeks to "open the eyes" of its
compatriots to an appreciation of what
they possess and a realization of what
they are losing. Some of us may wish

it were bolder, but those who know
most of Switzerland and can best read
the signs of the times best know both
the urgency and difficulty of its task,
and cannot but welcome any such
influence and activity as so much to the
good. May I add that those opposed
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to the GÖschenen-Andermatt railway
may support the protest of Herr Zahn
at Göschenen by sending their names
to him directly or through

Your obedient servant,
E. W. Hallifax, Hon. Secretary

of the English Branch of the Swiss Ligue.
Burton Bank, Mill-hill, N. W.

(The Times).
Swiss Vandalism. Mr. Bryce on the

Ruin of Alpine Scenery. The rescue of
the beauty spots of Switzerland from
the vandal hands of railway contractors
and modern hotel proprietors is the
special care of the English branch of
the League for the Preservation of
Swiss Scenery, which held its first annual

meeting at the Society of Arts yesterday,
under the presidency of Sir Martin
Conway.

Mr. James Bryce, M.I\, a vice-president

of the league, spoke of the natural
beauties of Switzerland with the affection

of the experienced traveller and

mountaineer. The object of the English
society, he said, was not to Interfere
with the Swiss people in a matter which

chiefly concerned themselves, but to
second the efforts of the Swiss league
at their own invitation. He believed
that the introduction of superfluous
railways, factories, hotels, and other

eyesores was contrary to the wishes

of a considerable part of the travelling
public and of the more educated part
of the Swiss people themselves. He
took the ground that scenery like that
of the Great Alps belonged not to any
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particular nation, not to those who
happened to live in sight of the mountains,

but to the whole civilized world.
The Alps, although they were not the

highest or the vastest of the great mountain

ranges, were supreme in their combination

of grandeur and beauty. The

Himalayas, the Rockies, and the Andes,
although greater, did not compare with
the Alps in variety of beauty and colour.
England, having produced so many great
painters of Swiss scenery, including
Turner, the greatest, had some claim
to be interested in its preservation.
Some railways, such as the Gothard
line, were necessary, but even that had
been built at a great cost tho the
natural beauties of the country. But
there were others, such as the short
lines by the shores of the Lake of
Lucerne and the Lake of Geneva, for
which there was no excuse. In other
places waterfalls had been ruined and
beautiful spots spoiled j.by the
introduction of unsightly factories in order
that certain people might become a

little richer. .":• n

With regard to the argument that
the railways were necessary in order
that people might be taken to see the

scenery,: he submitted that in the process

of taking the people there the
things which they had come to see.

were destroyed. These beauty spots
of the world had been left to us in
trust by past generations; it was our
duty to posterity to hand them on

unimpaired. ("Tribune" London.) J
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