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und zwar durch den Reklame-Damm
einer gut rentierenden Eisenbahn.
(Neue Ziircher Zeitung.)

. The operations of the league
for the protection of natural
beauty in Switzerland, known
under the German name of Heimat-
schutz, of which an English branch
was started last winter, have not made
very rapid progress up to the present,
though something has been done. The
canton of the Grisons has enacted and
is enforcing stringent and extensive
regulations against the display of
disfiguring advertisements in proxi-
mity with objects of natural beauty,
whether on public or on private pro-
perty, and it is hoped that the
example will be widely followed up
in other parts of the country. The
project of a railway up the Piz Lan-
guard has encountered a decided check,
largely owing, we believe, to the de-
termined protests of British visitors
to Pontresina. Through the efforts of
Herr Ernst Zahn, a publicspirited
citizen of Uri, a disfiguring railway
through the gorge of Schollenen has
been met with an energetic protest,
and has not yet, at any rate, become
an accomplished fact. But other sche-
mes of a destructive character are
multiplying. The engineers and spe-
culators concerned in these entreprises
exercise great influence over the ma-
jority in the cantonal assemblies and
in the local governing bodies emanat-
ing from them, which, in the first
instance, have to decide whether such
undertakings shall be permitted to be
carried out or mnot. The Federal
Council has nominally a controlling
and revising power, but it hardly
ever interferes, if the scheme is proved
to be technically practicable and finan-
cially sound and is approved by the
cantonal authorities. Where the capital
is forthcoming and the engineering
advisers are recognized to be compe-
tent men, projects of railway extension,
however injurious to scenery and
offensive to those who love natural
beauty, have erery chance of accep-
tance, provided they are supported
by what is known as »local opinion“.
A few prominent hotelkeepers and
other persons interested in the cons-
truction of the line can easily create
the appearance of such a demand,
and, in that case, protests from the
outside generally come too late. It is
therefore most desirable that the ear-
liest possible information should be
collected and circulated by the Swiss
League and the English branch, in
the case of all new projects of moun-
tain railways and other engineering
works which may deface the beauty of
yet unspoiled mountains and valleys.
The railway to connect Grindelwald
and Meiringen by way of Rosenlaui
cannot, it is feared, be now stopped,
and that through the Schollenen gorge,
in spite of Herr Zahn's resolute resis-
tance, is said to be only too likely
to be sanctioned and carried out. A
still more objectionable scheme, for
carrying a railway up the beautiful
and still undisfigured Val d’Anniviers,
hangs fire, probably because the finan-
cial conditions are unsatisfactory; but
persevering attempts are being made
to invade this magnificent lateral

valley and to pierce the glacier- wall®

which separates its head from 'Zer-
matt and the surrounding region.
Those interested in preventing what
lovers of the valley will regard as an
outrage, justified by no reasonable
anticipation of traffic, ssould be on
their guard against a surprise. The
same thing must be said of the plan
for running a railway from the
Upper Engadine, over the Bernina
Pass, into the Valtellina.

An enterprise of a different kind is
under discussion, which will affect a
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scene of historic grandeur —the Falls
of the Rhine near Schaffhausen. The
place has already been damaged by
the construction of a huge carriage
and gun factory, and, we believe, by
aluminium works like those which
have impaired the beauty of the Falls
of Foyers. A more serious attack is
now contemplated. The town of Zurich,
the most prosperous, but also the
most materialized city in Switzerland,
has made a claim for the possession
of half the water of the Rhine Fall
for the purposes of an electric power
station. The concession of this de-
mand has hitherto been delayed by
the opposition of the Canton of
Schaffhausen, which owns one of the
banks, while the Canton of Zurich
owns the other. But the energy and
command of money possessed by
Zurich render it only too probable
that any legal and technical difficulties
raised by Schaffhausen will be, at no
distant date, overcome. It is therefore
more than possible that the beauty
and magnificence of the Rhine Fall
will soon become a thing of the past,
unless a vigorous protest on the part
of lovers of scenery, whether Swiss
or foreigners, can move the Zurichers
to desist from a demand which is
prepared to sacrifice everything to
calculations of material gain. To
revert for a moment tho the scheme
of a railway to be carried through
the Schéllenen gorge from Gdschenen
to Andermatt, which is still being
pushed forward, in spite of HERR
ZAHN’s active and earnest remons-
trance, we may quote some remarkable
sentences wihch have been published
in a recent letter from Mr. F. F.
Tuckerrt, one of the most distin-
guished of English mountaineers, ex-
pressing his “ cordial concurrence
« with HERR ZAHN’s admirable protest
« against the proposed disfigurement
“ of the superb Gorge of the Scholle-
nen, "’ as well as his « grateful appre-
ciation ” of that gentleman’s efforts
« to protect bis beautiful canton from
« such ‘disfigurement.” « As an old
«Jover of his country and its scenery,
“my acquaintance with which dates
« as far back as 1842, M. TUCKETT
adds, «I have deeply felt the ever-
« increasing degradation of its great
“ natural beauties in the interests of
« Sackpatriotismus.” After mentioning
that he has been horrified at the con-
dition to which greed and vulgarity
have now reduced the once lovely
shores of the head of Lac Leman,
MR. TUCKETT goes on to say that,
from such causes solely, he bas long
los his desire to visit Switzerland ;
and, in conclusion, he expresses an
earnest hope that “a growing feeling
« of disgust, coupled with the vigor-
“ ous action now being taken, may
« serve {o arrest, at any rate, the fur-
« ther development of the plague.”
These opinions are largely enter-
tained by numbers of quiet English
people to whom Swiss scenery is en-
deared by lifelong associations. The
innkeepers of Switzerland, who think
that they have nothing to lose by
alienating the sympathies of English
travellers of taste and feeling, may
perhaps discover one day that they
have carried the process of disfigure-
ment too far, and that the absence of
the class of visitors described will re-
present a serious loss in more ways
than one. Undoubtedly, the Zinal
railway and the Zermatt Valley will
arouse in many minds a feeling of
repugnance and indignation not less
strong than that expressed in MR.
TuckerT’s lelfer. To carry a moun-
tain line up from Zinal tho the splen-
did snow slopes above the Mountet
hut and then to drive a tunnel under
the Rothhorn or the Ober-Gabelhorn
into the neighbourhood of Zermatt
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must very seriously impair the ma-
gnificence of one of the grandest and
most impressive scenes in the whole
range of the Alps. If the best class of
English visitors are driven out of the
Val d’Anniviers by the vulgarization
of the glacier world and its surround-
ings, the hotel keepers and the spe-
culators of all sorts who follow their
lead are tikely to find that they gain,
in spite of the continued influx of
the German bourgeoisie with cheap
tickets and the resulting consumption
of large quantities of beer. When
“local opinion ™ realizes this, the
cantonal authorities may become more
circumspect in sanctioning and en-
couraging the multiplication of schemes
of material « development *’ where
they correspond to no real necessities
or demands. (The Times.)

Plakat-Seuche. Ohne weiteren
Kommentar beizufiigen, wollen wir
hier nur die Tatsache registrieren, dass
auf der kurzen Strecke Bern-Biimpliz
der S.S. B. nicht weniger als 102
Schokoladehelgen (worunter allein 87
»Tobler«) dem Reisenden sich auf-
dringen. Die an der Linie gelegene
mit Plakaten {ibersiete Besitzung ,Zur
Ladenwand* (Ausserholligen) hat be-
reits den Spitznamen : ,Schoko-Laden-
Wand« erhalten. (Der Bund.)

Reklame-Unfug. Aus dem Wallis
erhalten wir folgenden Notschrei: Ein
krasser Reklame-Unfug findet sich im
Evolena-Tal, wo an den Pyramiden
von Euseigne, oberhalb des Tunnels,
wo die Talstrasse hindurchfiihrt, kiirz-
lich mit einer emporenden Unver-
frorenheiteine Reklametafel angebracht
wurde. Weitere Tafeln werden zweifels-
ohne folgen. Hoffentlich geht dann
einst das Mass' fiber und wird dem
Ubel ein fiir allemal abgeholfen.

(Basler Nachrichten.)

Im Kampf gegen die ,,Blech-
pest‘, Der Mensch ist Vandale von
seiner Geburt an. Den Vandalismus
schlimmster Sorte aber zieht die Gross-
industrie.  Wenn die Liga fiir den
Heimatschutz den Schutz der Natur
und ihrer landschaftlichen Reize vor
Verunstaltung durch Reklame als einen
ihrer vornehmsten Zwecke bezeichnet,
will sie nicht gegen die Industrie vor-
gehen, in keiner Weise dieselbe schii-
digen. In Wirklichkeit hat sich die
Plakatreklame inmitten reizvoller viel-
besuchter Erdenwinkel auch schon
iiberlebt und wirkt auf die meisten
Menschen abstossend; dies dank den
Bemiihungen fiir die Erziehung zur
dsthetischen Kultur. Also weg damit!
Deutschland ist gesetzgeberisch mit
gutem Beispiel schon vorangegangen
die Schweiz bemiiht sich allen Ernstes
nachzufolgen. Sehen wir, was man
in der Sache bereits getan hat.

Der Grosse Rat des Kantons Bern hat
folgende Motion entgegengenommen :
»Der Regierungsrat wird eingeladen,
einen QGesetzesentwurf einzureichen,
nach welchem die stindigen Reklame-
plakate, sofern sie nicht an Lokalen
des eigenen Geschiftes angebracht
sind, einer jahrlich zu beziehenden,
nach der Grosse des Plakates abzu-
stufenden Steuer unterworfen sein
sollen.« Im Landrat von Uri reichte
Ernst Zahn-Goschenen eine Motion
ein betreffs Entfernung und Verbot
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