Zeitschrift: Geographica Helvetica : schweizerische Zeitschrift fir Geographie =
Swiss journal of geography = revue suisse de géographie = rivista
svizzera di geografia

Herausgeber: Verband Geographie Schweiz ; Geographisch-Ethnographische
Gesellschaft Zirich

Band: 59 (2004)

Heft: 3: Urban violence : a challenge for geographers? = Stadtische Gewalt :

eine Herausforderung fiir Geographen? = La violence urbaine : une
provocation pour les géographes?

Artikel: Urban violence
Autor: Herbert, David
DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-872825

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 16.10.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-872825
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

208

Geographica Helvetica Jg. 59 2004/Heft 3

Urban Violence

David Herbert, Swansea

1 Introduction

Crimes of violence cover a range of acts committed
by a perpetrator or perpetrators against victims. They
almost invariably have a traumatic impact upon the
victims and excite a great deal of interest from the
media. Homicide as the most unambiguous form of
violent crime ranks at the very top of police priorities
for investigation and receives the heaviest sanctions
from the criminal justice system. Unsolved homicides
or murders remain a blight on the police record and
files are rarely closed. In recent years, advances in
forensic science, particularly in relation to DNA profil-
ing, have allowed old cases to be re-opened and pros-
ecutions brought about many years after the actual
crime was committed. Successful strategies to reduce
violent crime, such as those in New York City that are
linked with «zero tolerance», are widely used as exam-
ples of good practice and sound policy. Governments
are highly sensitive to changing levels of crime trends
and those related to crimes of violence are the most
sensitive of all. The study of crime has always been hin-
dered by a lack of confidence in the completeness and
accuracy of the criminal record. Many crimes go unre-
corded or even unreported and there is a «dark area»
of such crimes that is of the order of 80% (HERBERT
1982). Some categories of violent crimes are less vul-
nerable to these caveats and homicide is clearly one
of these. If someone is the victim of a homicide then
mostly there is the physical evidence of the body. Even
in the rare cases where that physical evidence is not
present, individuals will be missed as they are part of
networks of family, friends and acquaintances that will
eventually seek them out. There are several types of
even violent crimes however where there will be a dark
area of unreported offences. Domestic violence is one
such area, common assault may be another and sexual
offences, including rape, often do not lead to a victim
informing the police. As with all types of crime, we are
dealing with a difficult and sometimes slippery phe-
nomenon both as a concept and as an evidence based
set of incidents. Finally, by way of introduction, the
focus on urban violence can be justified in both concep-
tual and empirical terms. Firstly, it will be argued that
city environments can engender violent situations, and
secondly, the vast majority of acts of violence occur in
cities. Of course, there is rural violence and its impacts
can be equally devastating but in terms of scale and the
existence of an urban effect, it is a problem associated
with the environments of the city.

This paper will focus initially on current empirical
trends and the evidence upon which the monitoring
of urban violence is based. It will then review in
broad terms some of the attempts to understand the
phenomenon of urban violence. In particular, there
is some discussion of the possible «geographies» of
urban violence and the ways in which concepts such as
place, space and territory can contribute to our overall
understanding (see also Racing 2002).

2 Trends in urban violence in the United Kingdom

There 1s a widely held belief that crimes of violence
have increased in the past several decades. Given the
problematic nature of recorded crime data, it is diffi-
cult to make general statements that confirm or deny
this belief. VaN Duk (1999) used a United Nations
Crime and Justice survey, based on sample surveys of
the population at large, to show that the homicide rate
in developed countries in 1994 was much higher than
it had been in 1974 but that the reverse tended to be
true of developing countries. This survey has the merit
of not relying on police records though some of the
difficulties of making comparisons remain. To exam-
ine trends in more detail the experience of the United
Kingdom and urban violence offers one set of indica-
tors.

When Susan Smite (1989: 271) wrote that the streets
of Britain were getting meaner, she was perhaps being
more prophetic than she had intended. Her comment
was largely based on a historical view of crime rates
that showed an increase of recorded crime of 60% over
the period 1975 to1985. SmiTH also rested her case on
the evidence becoming available from national crime
surveys derived from the experience of victims irre-
spective of whether this experience had been reported
to the police. These surveys could be expected to be
fuller accounts of crime than the police record. Crimes
had increased, the areas that suffered most were those
typified anyway by deprivation and disadvantage to
which victimisation added an additional dimension.
The streets were not only meaner but also less safe for
physical well-being and neither home nor workplace
seemed to offer a total solution as safe havens. The
police record for homicide in the period from 1967 to
2002 showed an increase from 354 per year to one of
832 (FLoop-PaGeE & TavLor 2003). As rates per one
million people, these represent an increase from 7.3 to
16.0. The dark area for homicide was small and there
were less than 5% of incidents where no suspect was
brought to court in the period 1991 to 2001. Over
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this period, around three-quarters of those indicted
were found guilty in the courts and just over 20%
were acquitted. In 2001, two-thirds of victims were
males compared with 50% in 1991 and one-third was
killed with a sharp instrument. People they would
have known killed 72% of female victims and partners
or former partners were responsible for 46% of the
offences (Marrinson 2001). Strangers were the main
suspects in only 16% of female homicides but this rose
to 37% for males. Emotional stimuli such as temper,
revenge and quarrels accounted for 40% of the rea-
sons for homicides and this was the largest single cat-
egory. Other situations involved robberies or burgla-
ries were apparently motiveless, or involved mentally
disturbed offenders. Statistically, the two groups at
greatest risk were children under the age of one year
and youths aged 16 to 29. The British Crime Survey
(FLooD-PaGe & TavLor 2003) calculated the risk of
being the victim of violent crime as 4% for the pop-
ulation at large but 16% for those aged 16 to 24.
This survey classified four types of violent crime as
domestic (22%), mugging (15%), stranger (32%), and
acquaintance (31%). Two-thirds of the incidents took
place at night, the home was the most common loca-
tion (27%); 80% of offenders were male and over half
the victims knew the assailant.

There are several trends related to urban violence that
are attracting a great deal of interest in the United
Kingdom. One such trend is the evidence for urban
disorder or urban incivilities (HERBERT 1993), which
may act as an indicator of the onset of more serious
crime. The idea of urban disorder originated with
the «broken window» hypothesis (WiLson & KELLING
1982) and has been developed in relation to a range
of concepts such as neighbourhood change or commu-
nity life cycles. Disorders can be a range of things such
as minor acts of vandalism and graffiti but their inci-
dence, particularly where no remedies are sought, is
often the precursor of urban viclence. In the British
Crime Survey, one third of respondents said that dis-
orders had a negative effect on their lives and low
income residential areas were the foci of such disor-
ders. A second and perhaps related trend is that which
links drugs to violent crime. AINswoRTH (2002) sug-
gested that extraordinary levels of violence were hit-
ting some of Britain’s poorest communities as the use
of crack cocaine spiralled. Commander ALAN BROWN
of the UK’s Operation Trident identified a growing cul-
ture among young people to carry guns and sell drugs
in ways that demand power and respect in their eyes
(AinsworTH 2002). Experience in the United States
is similar and the Uniform Crime Reports recorded
87.900 arrests for heroin cocaine in 1982 but 529,200
in 2000. The third and again related trend is that of
an increase in the possession and use of firearms.
Gun murders remain small numerically in the United

Kingdom but have increased significantly. Factors are
thought to be the increase in gang activities, the lucra-
tive market in consumer items such as mobile phones
and the diversion of police to anti-terrorist duties.

3 Global trends

The United Nations supported Global Report on
Crime and Justice (NEwMAN 1999) allows us to view
some of these trends in a comparative framework. The
Global Report is correctly concerned with the need for
caution in making international comparisons. There
are differences in recording practices and also in crime
definitions. The dark area of unreported or unrecorded
crime remains a problem and the official records may
be unrepresentative. White-collar crimes such as tax
evasion and fraud are less easily detected than bur-
glaries. Attitudes towards violence vary considerably
and acts deemed to be acceptable in some societies are
regarded as criminal in others. There are also different
interpretations within societies. The United Kingdom
offers a graphic example in the debate over domestic
violence. A Government survey suggested that one in
four women had been victims of domestic violence
but critics of the report argued that 80% of the inci-
dents should be regarded as trivial (HoLBrook 2003).
In many ways crime including violent crime is socially
defined and is often more a comment of the values of
those who administer the criminal justice system than
of society as a whole. The gulf between the rule-mak-
ers and the rule-breakers is very wide.

The Global Report did not rely entirely on official sta-
tistics and employed an International Crime and Jus-
tice Survey to support its analyses (Van Duk 1999).
National crime surveys of this kind, that sample the
victimisation experience of residents over a specified
period of time are now widely adopted in developed
countries. This type of survey has thrown a great deal
of light on, for example, the reality of the «dark area»
and the ways in which it varies from one type of crime
to another. In many ways the victimisation surveys
have provided some higher level of confidence in the
official statistics as the relative positions if not the
actual volumes of crime are broadly confirmed. There
is also much greater understanding of the real prob-
lems of fear of crime and the effects that these have
on people’s everyday lives. The International Crime
and Justice Survey investigated the different cultural
values attached to acts of violence in different socie-
ties and found that over 17 acts of violence the corre-
lation coefficient was greater than 0.9, which showed
a very high level of consensus on what kinds of vio-
lence constituted a crime. Of the top four offences, glo-
bally regarded as serious, three were defined as violent
crimes.
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VaN Duk (1999), who completed the main analysis
of the International Crime and Justice Survey, argued
that the experience of being criminally victimised had
become a statistically normal feature of urban life all
over the world, though the type of victim experience
varied. Africa and Latin America now have the high-
est rates of violent crime, though the United States,
with twenty times the violent crime rate of Japan,
was the most violent developed society (Figure 1).
Within industrial societies, there was some indication
that the gaps were narrowing; victimisation by vio-
lence remained stable in the United States between
1988 and 1995 but increased in Europe. VAN Duk
(1999) used the information to develop an investiga-
tion into the correlates of violent crimes. His subset
of «contact crimes» comprised robbery, sexual assault
and common assault and the key correlates of these
were economic strain (feelings of deprivation), gun
ownership, lower education, and life style (defined as
going out in the evenings). Taken together and used
with a standard multivariate analysis, these four fac-

tors accounted for 68% of the overall variance in rates
of contact crimes by country. The life style factor was
contentious in some ways as it was constructed as
part of an affluence measure. The particular definition,
going out in the evenings, had more logic as it meant
placing people at risk outside the home.

Violence against women was most prevalent in Latin
America, Sub-Saharan Africa and a region defined as
the New World (United States, Canada, Australia and
New Zealand). From the 62 countries reporting hom-
icide rates for 1994, the range was from less than 5
to over 800 per million populations. Arab States and
Western Europe had the lowest rates with highest
rates in Latin America and Sub-Saharan Africa. Offi-
cial records suggest that city dwellers have a higher
risk of being victims of violence (Figure 2). In gen-
eral, countries with high levels of gun ownership also
have high levels of gun related crimes. Illicit drug
related offences have increased most dramatically in
the past two decades. Organised crime groups such as
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the Columbian cartels, Chinese Triads, Mafia, Jamaican
posses and Russian gangs resort to violence wherever
it is needed to protect their business.

4 The underpinnings of urban violence

The debate on the forces behind the perceived rise
in urban violence has grown with increased concern
about what appear to be global trends. The issues of
definition assume importance and in particular there
is a debate about new forms of violence and their rel-
evance to the global trend. As LEvi & MaGuIre (2002)
have argued, violent crime appears to be a self-evident
category yet the dispute about what should be included
is very much ongoing. They cite as contested catego-
ries, injuries that are outcomes of corporate negligence,
road accidents, «justifiable» use of force by authorities
and the rise of terrorism. Some of these contested cat-
egories are among the most rapidly increasing types
of violence. AYres & Haywoop (2001) reported 3409
people killed and 38,155 seriously injured on British

roads in the year 2000 and in the same year there were
96,300 prosecutions for driving under the influence of
alcohol. The HeaLtH AND SAFETY Executive (HSE)
(2001) in the United Kingdom reported 736 deaths
and 47,373 major injuries connected with workplace
in 2000. There are many other examples that could
be added to show that the extent of urban violence is
much greater than that recorded in official statistics as
homicide and other forms of physical assaults.

Despite the contested categories, research by the Inter-
national Crime and Justice Survey (NEwMaN 1999)
has shown a high level of consensus on 17 more
common categories of violent crime. Yet there are cul-
tural and temporal variations. The older sub-cultural
theories (WoLFGANG & FErracuTI 1967) argued that
within specified groups some forms of criminality were
regarded as acceptable or at least unexceptional forms
of behaviour. The early studies referenced, for exam-
ple, Italian communities in American cities in the 1920s
and 1930s but more recent examples include North-
ern Ireland where both sets of protagonists sought
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to establish «legitimate» targets for violence. Terrorist
groups such as Al Qa’ida are prepared to justify as
acceptable extreme acts of urban violence and argue
that their opponents behave in comparable ways. The
end game in this line of argument is the act of war
where violence is by definition the means by which the
end is achieved. This line of argument, however, takes
us well beyond the limits of normal definitions of vio-
lent crime and is pursued no further here. The main
forms of violent crime are homicides and the range of
offences that involve physical injuries to victims as a
result of actions by their perpetrators. It is these forms
of violence that put ordinary people at risk and raises
fears of urban safety to high levels. A broad interpreta-
tion of the findings of the British National Crime Sur-
veys is that each year 1 in 25 adults are likely to fall
victims to violent crime but hidden in this statistic are
the facts of repeat victimisation on particular types of
people and the life style characteristics that place them
most at risk.

Attempts to explain violence are diverse and general
statements or theories are rarely convincing. They are
consistently undermined by the apparent exceptions,
often in a majority of people who fit the criteria but do
not apparently commit violent crime. LEvi & MAGUIRE
(2002) helpfully review the broad types of theories
of explanation and identify the classical distinction
in the psychological literature between instrumental
and expressive violence. The former covers activities
that employ violence as part of the means of achiev-
ing economic gain; the latter refers to violence that is
emotionally satisfying but has no economic gain. The
former might, for example, include turf wars between
gangs of drug dealers, the latter crimes of passion
and domestic violence. LEvi & MAGUIRE (2002) define
three broad sets of theories as:
¢ Biology and social biology, which concentrates on
the physiology of the brain and the ways in which it
might lead to loss of control (MoirR & JESSELL
1995).
¢ Psycho-analytical and clinical approaches that seek
evidence of abnormality about known offenders
from either their physical/mental make up or their
background (DoBasH et al. 2001). Caveats within
this set of concepts include the partialness of the
evidence, some offenders come from dysfunctional
backgrounds but many do not, and the time factor
has to be considered, as offenders appear normal for
much of their lives. GRESSWELL & HoLLiN (1994)
categorised a set of known serial killers as either
visionary, missionary, lust-motivated, or power driven.
e Socio-cultural and social psychological theories
cover a broad canvas. The «interactionists» focus
on the relationship between the cognitive sets of the
assailants and the behaviour of the victims. Again,
sub-cultural and temporal variation approaches are

widely used and SmiTH (2002), writing more widely
on crime asserted that offending is most commonly
committed by young people and is therefore closely
linked to the life course.

These broad schools of thought contain strong bases
for the explanation of many forms of urban violence
and can be fitted to a range of situations. They are not
necessarily exclusive or contradictory and the most
general lesson for those attempting to explain criminal
behaviour is that a good package of working theories
which can be drawn upon in selective and responsible
manner offers the best way forward.

5 Spatiality and urban violence

As there are temporal variations in the incidence of
crime and offending, so there are spatial variations.
In other words there is strong evidence that there are
geographies of crime, including violent crimes. There
are questions that relate to whether geography has
any independent status in the understanding of crime
or whether it is an intervening or dependent variable.
The answers are not clear-cut but there is sufficient evi-
dence now to propose that geography matters and that
the spatial dimension cannot be ignored. In its guises as
environmental criminology (BRANTINGHAM & BRANT-
INGHAM 1981), situational crime analysis (CLARKE 1995)
and crime pattern analysis, the roles of geography
are widely accepted and used by criminologists. Geo-
graphical Information Systems are essential parts of
both criminological research and the practical work-
ings of many police authorities. The technologies of
spatial analysis can be used both to tease out the pat-
terns of crime and to reveal the complex relationships
between offenders, offences, victims, and environments
of the city (HirscHFIELD & Bowers 2001). Crime pro-
filing often contains a strong consideration of place
and space and has allowed detailed and telling inter-
pretations of specific criminal events (CANTER 2003).
Borroms & WiLes (2002: 620) define environmental
criminology as:
«The study of crime, criminality and victimisation as they
relate, first, to particular places and. secondly, to the way in
which individuals and organizations shape their activities
spatially, and in so doing are in turn influenced by place-
based or spatial factors.»

The general principle associated with environmental
criminology can be applied effectively to crimes of
violence in the city. At the level of the simple map-
ping of crimes of violence to reveal patterns, there are
strong clusters of offences in particular and repetitive
parts of cities. The term «geographies» of urban vio-
lence is used advisedly as different types of crime have
different geographies; the cluster is not consistently
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in the same place. Many violent crimes that include
robberies, common assault and affray, typically clus-
ter around parts of the inner city and places of enter-
tainment such as bars, discos or clubs. The common
feature of these places is that they are areas of con-
flux where people are drawn together. There is there-
fore the particularly urban phenomenon of a crowd
or dense gathering of people at one type of place; the
conflux itself and the features of the environment in
which it occurs contributes to the likelihood of vio-
lence. Many assaults and affrays revolve around the
related qualities of the social behaviour patterns in
these places. The clientele is usually young, individ-
uals and groups seeking entertainment with alcohol
and increasingly drugs as part of that entertainment.
These are place-defined situations in which violence
can and does occur. Robberies are also frequent in
the same kinds of locations. The same set of criteria
of conflux and less responsible behaviour may apply
but here the crowd provides a target population upon
which offenders may prey. Marrinson (2001) showed
that around a quarter of all incidents of stranger
violence in the United Kingdom occurred in clubs
or pubs on weekend evenings. Over two-thirds of
stranger violence was thought by the victims to have
been perpetrated by people under the influence of
either alcohol or drugs. The geography of these forms
of urban violence, which could be extended to include
some sexual assaults and homicides, reflects the oppor-
tunity structures of the urban environment. It is the
coming together of a set of significant conditions that
produces the potential for violence but the place itself
has a role to play. A key factor in the control of such
areas is of course the role of the police. The police in
any city will know the areas where this kind of gratui-
tous violence is most likely to occur and will respond
accordingly with additional policing and increasingly
the strategic deployment of closed circuit television
cameras and other crime prevention techniques.

This set of crimes of violence has a distinctive geog-
raphy. The focus in this discussion has been upon the
inner city but the same principles apply to other con-
centrations of bars and places of entertainment where
the same conditions prevail. Other forms of urban
violence however have quite different geographies.
There are crimes of violence in which women or eld-
erly people are much more likely to be victims. For
women this covers the range of sexual assaults; for
both women and the elderly, muggings and bag-snatch-
ings are crimes where they are particularly at risk.
There are environments where these risks are great-
est such as shopping centres (THoMAs & BROMLEY
1996) and, for sexual assaults in particular, parks and
secluded places. Women and the elderly tend to suffer
most from fear of crime. They will seek to avoid cer-
tain parts of the city and to avoid being away from

home during hours of darkness. Again, for criminals,
the opportunity structures of the city will lead them to
specific types of victims, whether it is a female jogger
in a park or an elderly person homeward bound with
shopping.

Domestic violence normally occurs in the home and
clearly has a very different kind of geography. Here
the «dark area» may be large and contested. A study
of homicide in the United Kingdom (FLooD-PAaGE &
TayLor 2003) showed that 72% of female victims knew
the main or only suspect at the time of the offence;
partners, ex-partners or lovers killed nearly half of
female victims. Men were more likely to be killed by
a stranger and this was the case in 37% of male homi-
cides. There is now a great deal of accumulated evi-
dence to show that for all kinds of the most common
crimes and also for many crimes of violence, some
types of residential areas and parts of these areas
hold a disproportionate share of offences and victims.
Almost invariably these are deprived residential areas
where the incidence of crime is added to the wider
experience of disadvantage and poverty. Some of the
classic British studies of specific problem estates and
inner city districts show how disadvantage, disorder,
crime and violence have become standard ingredients
of life. The advent of drugs and changing attitudes
towards violence has served to accentuate the prob-
lems. DAMER’s (1974) early depiction of what he termed
a «dreadful enclosure» in Glasgow provides one such
case study; BARKE & TURNBULL’s (1992) study of Mead-
owell is another. In the United States, WiLsoN (1987)
located the urban underclass in the inner parts of
American cities and Davis (1990) drew a graphic pic-
ture of the criminalized «places of terror» and com-
pared these with the fortified affluent cells of the urban
rich. For Stockholm, WiksTrdM’s (1991) maps of vio-
lence in public places show a pattern that is highly
concentrated in the central city whereas domestic vio-
lence is far more dispersed across the city with con-
centrations in poorer public housing areas (Figure
3). Where territorial concentrations of urban violence
occur, concepts such as place, territory and community
present themselves as key components of a preven-
tive or ameliorative strategy. RACINE (2002) developed
this approach with his attention to territories of grat-
ification, respect and recognition. Community action
is notoriously difficult to initiate and sustain but its
potential is considerable. As a footnote to this discus-
sion, it is worth recording the evidence for regional
concentrations of violence. GUERRY (1833) many years
ago in France identified the «violent south» as the
locus for violence that he linked to hot climates; HAR-
RIES & BRUNN (1978) used the same phrase to describe
the southern states of the United States though their
culture of violence theory included attitudes towards
gun ownership and race.
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6 Conclusions

There is a widely held consensus that violence is an
endemic part of the city on a global scale. There is also
an understanding that the expressions of urban vio-
lence will vary from one part of the world to another
and a belief that problems of urban violence are get-
ting worse. Given the caveats associated with data and
the facts of cultural interpretations, it is unlikely that
anything approaching perfect clarity on these posi-
tions and trends will be achieved but there are grounds
for believing that they are well founded. There are
new dimensions to urban violence, partly related to
the continuing process of globalisation and its reper-
cussions. Drug dealing is now an international trade
that touches upon very many cities in many parts of the
world. Organized crime syndicates, often related to the
drug trade have global and far-reaching dimensions.
The trail from production areas through to distribu-
tion networks and local suppliers and users, engenders
the prospect of violence at every point along the way.
Guns and firearms seem to have become part of the
culture of this trade and have spilled over into other
forms of violent crime. Although terrorism has not
been considered as part of this brief, it has some role
in creating a culture of urban violence and of spawning
related criminal activities.

We cannot afford to accept violence in a passive way.
There is nothing inevitable about its rise in our cities
and many actions are taken to control and reduce its
impact. The police stand in the front line of the strat-
egy against urban violence and the most important
determinant of whether a case will be solved is the
information supplied by victims or witnesses to the
police (MAGUIRE & Norris 1992). BowLING & FOSTER
(2002) note that clear up rates for homicide in the
United Kingdom is now 90% and for violence against
persons it is 62%.The current situation of urban terror-
ism prejudices this process by drawing large numbers
of police and other resources away from the business
of «conventional» crime. Beyond policing and special
task forces, there are roles for community action and
for wider policies that address the roots of economic
disadvantage.
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Abstract: Urban Violence

Urban violence has become an endemic feature of
cities in all parts of the world. The consensus is that
levels of violence are increasing generally but that
there are significant differences between different parts
of the world. Recent studies review these assumptions
and examine the problems associated with monitoring
the incidence of violent crime. There are new dimen-
sions to urban violence that include the rise in the drug
trade, more organized crime and the trend towards
more use of firearms. Cities offer specific situations in
which violent crime is more likely to occur. There are
geographies of violent crime that not only point out
differences between cities but also highlight local con-
centrations of crime within individual cities. Society
seeks to control violent crime, principally through its

criminal justice systems but also by involving commu-
nity action and local initiatives.

Zusammenfassung: Stidtische Gewalt

Stadtische Gewalt ist ein weltweites Phinomen. Die
libereinstimmende Ansicht ist, dass der Grad der
Gewalt im allgemeinen ansteigt, doch herrschen mar-
kante Unterschiede in den verschiedenen Teilen der
Welt. Kiirzliche Studien priifen diese Vermutungen und
untersuchen die Probleme, die sich bei der Beobach-
tung des Vorkommens von Gewaltverbrechen zeigen.
Es gibt neue Dimensionen stidtischer Gewalt, die die
Zunahme des Drogenhandels beinhalten, das stédrker
organisierte Verbrechen und den Trend zu hdufigerem
Gebrauch von Feuerwaffen. Stddte schaffen spezifi-
sche Situationen, in denen Gewaltverbrechen schnel-
ler auftreten. Es gibt geographische Beschreibungen
von Gewaltverbrechen, die nicht nur die Unterschiede
zwischen Stddten aufzeigen, sondern auch die lokalen
Konzentrationen innerhalb individueller Stddte. Die
Gesellschaft versucht, Gewaltverbrechen zu kontrol-
lieren, hauptsidchlich durch ihr Kriminal-Justizsystem,
jedoch auch durch das Einbinden von gemeinschaftli-
chem Handeln und von lokalen Initiativen.

Résumé: Violence urbaine

La violence urbaine est un phénoméne mondial. Il y a
consensus général sur le fait que le degré de violence
augmente dans I’ensemble, quoiqu’il existe des différen-
ces notoires dans les diverses parties du globe. Des
études récentes ont analysé le degré de véracité de ces
suppositions et examiné les problémes posés par ’ob-
servation de 'apparition des crimes. Il existe de nou-
velles dimensions de la violence urbaine, qui intégrent
"accroissement du trafic de drogues, I'organisation ren-
forcée de la criminalité et la tendance au recours
plus fréquent aux armes a feu. Les villes suscitent des
situations spécifiques qui induisent plus rapidement
des crimes. Il existe des descriptions géographiques de
crimes, qui ne révelent pas seulement des différences
entre villes, mais aussi des concentrations locales a I'in-
térieur des villes prises individuellement. La société
tente de contrdler les crimes, notamment par son sys-
teme de juridiction criminelle, mais aussi par le recours
a une action collective et a des initiatives locales.

Teaching of Geography - relevant questions

- What reasons are given for the marked difference
in urban violence between different regions of the
world?

- Why should the incidence of urban violence and
the chances of being victimized be much higher
in specific districts or neighbourhoods within major
cities?

- What changes within Western societies may lead to
an increase in the levels of urban violence?
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- List key policy strategies of cities that appear to
be most successful in containing and ameliorating
the impacts of urban violence.

- Which theories aim to explain the causes of crimi-
nality?

- What importance can be attributed to a geograph-
ically based approach of observation in connection
with criminality?

- Which types of crimes are committed in what kinds
of environment?

- Describe the role that local communities can play in
contributing towards the understanding and reduc-
tion of urban violence.

- One of the problems of studies of crime research
is the fact that many offences go undetected. How
relevant is this general problem for urban violence
research?

- Is a general theory of urban violence viable? To
what degree do cultural, spatial and temporal fac-
tors influence the general theory?
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