
Zeitschrift: Geographica Helvetica : schweizerische Zeitschrift für Geographie =
Swiss journal of geography = revue suisse de géographie = rivista
svizzera di geografia

Herausgeber: Verband Geographie Schweiz ; Geographisch-Ethnographische
Gesellschaft Zürich

Band: 58 (2003)

Heft: 2: Beiträge zur Forschung in der Schweizerischen Fernerkundung =
Contributions to Swiss remote sensing research = Contributions à la
recherche de télédétection suisse

Artikel: The urban heat budget derived from satellite data

Autor: Parlow, Eberhard

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-872891

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 05.05.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-872891
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


The Urban Heat Budget Derived from Satellite Data Eberhard Parlow 99

The Urban Heat Budget Derived from Satellite Data

Eberhard Parlow, Basel

1 The urban heat island

In Central Europe up to 85% of the population lives
in cities or urban agglomerations (United Nations
2000). This makes the urban climate and its anthropo-
genic modifications an important issue for planners,
scientists and policy makers. The urban climate differs
completely from that of rural or forested areas. Since
urban surfaces are extremely heterogeneous the inter-
action with the urban boundary layer is very complex
and there are only a few micro-meteorological
measurements existing providing us with sufficient data of
the urban radiation and energy balance. For many
years, remotely sensed data have been used in urban
climate studies. Most of these data are in the thermal
infrared band between 8 and 14 um where the spa-
tially distributed surface temperature can be measured.

In many publications this is often used as an
indicator for the urban heat island (UHI). Long-wave
emission, calculated from surface temperature data,
is however only one variable among others important

for the characterisation of net radiation and heat
balance. The UHI is a characteristic feature of the
urban climate. Used alone, it can thus lead to incon-
sistent results. In general. mean air temperatures in
cities are several degrees higher than in rural environ-
ments or in forested areas. This is true not only of big
cities, but also of provincial towns. A more detailed
analysis shows that in most cases the UHI-effects
can be detected in annual, monthly and daily means
and in mobile measurements made at night. Detailed
investigations during daytime are very seldomly car-
ried out (Alexander 1988). Satellite or aerial thermal
imagery always show surface temperatures of urban
areas which are 10 to 15 K higher than the surround-
ing rural areas. This is one reason why high surface
temperatures are often used as an indicator of high air
temperatures - but this is not necessarily the case for
urban surfaces.

Fig. 1 shows an example of the city of Basel
(Switzerland) with an inner city Station (Spalenring) com-
pared to a rural site (Fischingen). The figure shows
air temperature differences between urban and rural
conditions for the year 1994. Positive temperature
differences indicate a warmer city compared to rural
conditions. With the exception of a few days the
city is always warmer than the rural site. Integrated
over daily or monthly time intervals the UHI effect
can clearly be demonstrated. An interesting feature

develops if shorter time intervals of measurements
are compared, e.g. hourly or 10-min averages. Fig. 2

shows an isopleth diagram of air temperature differences

between the same stations and the same year
as presented in Fig. 1. The UHI effect is clearly vis-
ible during night-time over the whole year between
18 and 6 hours and during winter during the whole
day. But between April and October there is a clear
modification of the thermal Situation: the urban air
temperature is mostly up to 2 K colder than at
the rural site. This indicates that an urban cooling
island (UCI) is often well developed during
daytime, despite the high surface temperatures. This
feature can be seen for other years and by using other
meteorological stations available in the Basel area
(Fehrenbach 1999).

2 The energy balance

The left side of the energy balance equation (Eq. 1)

shows the fluxes of short-wave and long-wave radiation

(Ea ER, EA, EA which sum up to the net radiation
Qo. The right side of the equations Stands for the
turbulent and diffusive heat fluxes which balance the net
radiation. The energy balance equation can be formu-
lated as follows:

(Ea -ER + EA- Er) (Qc + Q, + QH) (Eq. 1)

with:
Eg solar irradiance
ER short wave reflection
EA atmospheric counter radiation
Ej terrestrial emission
Qa storage flux
Qr latent heat flux
QH sensible heat flux

Net radiation is Controlling the turbulent fluxes and
the storage heat flux into the ground and the building
structures, respectively. Normally, net radiation is positive

during daytime which enables heat fluxes into the
atmosphere. During night-time, net radiation is mostly
negative resulting in a decrease of air temperature or
condensation.Thus net radiation determines the direc-
tion of heat fluxes (from ground to atmosphere or vice
versa). In most urban climate studies based on satellite

data only the terrestrial emission (EA is derined
from surface temperature measurements. As can be
seen in the equation above, terrestrial emission is only
one of four variables necessary for the analysis of net
radiation. Surface temperature is directly coupled with
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Figure 1: Temperature difference between an urban and a rural Station at Basel, Switzerland for 1994. The bars

indicate monthly means, the lines daily means.
Temperaturdifferenz und Tagesmitteltemperaturen zwischen einer urbanen und einer ruralen Messstation in Basel/

Schweiz für das Jahr 1994. Balken: Monatsmitteltemperaturen, Linien: Tagesmitteltemperaturen
Differences de temperature et temperatures moyennes quotidiennes entre une Station de mesures urbaine et une
Station de mesures rurale ä Bäle/Suisse, en 1994. Barre: temperatures moyennes mensuelles; lignes: temperatures

moyennes quotidiennes

terrestrial emission through the law of Stefan-Boltz-
mann:

£L a s T> (Eq.2)

Due to high surface temperatures there is an increased

longwave radiative loss from urban surfaces which is

not compensated by an increase in short-wave radiation.

It is easy to understand that misinterpretation of
thermal infrared satellite images is likely if only one
variable of net radiation is considered.

Fig. 3 (left) shows the spatial distribution of surface

temperatures and net radiation of the city of Basel, Switzerland,

at the time of a Landsat-TM satellite overpass on
July 7'\ 1984. The high surface temperatures of urban
surfaces (surrounded by a black line) reach up to 30 °C.

Temperatures between 15 and 20 °C are characteristic
of rural and forested sites. The River Rhine, crossing the

city centre, has the lowest surface temperature. The spa¬

tial distribution of net radiation at the time of the satellite

overpass (Fig. 3 right) shows that the city is charac-
terised by a moderate net radiation and that we find the
lowest values of net radiation at the wärmest parts of
the city or at Basel airport to the northwest. The high-
est net radiation corresponds to cooler surfaces (for-
ests, River Rhine) or to sun-exposed locations in the
nearby mountains where we have a surplus of solar irra-
diance due to slope and aspect conditions. Therefore, it
is an erroneous assumption that high surface temperatures

of urban surfaces are closely correlated with high
air temperatures. The latter are the result of a complex
interaction of the spatially distributed net radiation, the
available energy for sensible heat flux and the local
wind field which drives the vertical fluxes. Concerning
methodological aspects of the computation of net radiation,

refer to Parlow (1996a).

A Visual comparison with surface temperature clearly
indicates that the spatial pattern of net radiation dif-
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Figure 2: Isopleths of temperature difference between an urban and a rural Station at Basel/Switzerland for 1994.
The X-axis shows the Day of Year (DOY) and den Y-axis the day time between 0 and 24 hours measured every
10 minutes. Orange and yellow colours indicate a warmer city and blue colours a cooler city. The white colour is
used for missing data at one of the two stations.
Thermoisoplethen der Temperaturdifferenz zwischen einer urbanen und einer ruralen Station in Basel/Schweiz fiir
das Jahr 1994. x-Achse: Tage des Jahres, y-Achse: Tageszeit zwischen 0 und 24 Uhr, Messung in 10-Minutenmittel-
werten. Orange und gelb deuten auf eine warme Stadt, blaue Farbtöne weisen auf eine kühlere Stadt hin. Weisse
Stellen bedeuten Datenlücken an einer der beiden Stationen.
Thermoisopleths de la difference de temperature entre une Station urbaine et une Station rurale ä Bäle/Suisse, en
1994. Axe x: journees dans Tannee; axe y: temps entre 0 et 24 heitres; mesures effectuees en sequences moyennes
d'intervalles de 10 minutes. Orange et jaune: une ville chaude; teintes en bleu: une ville plus fraiche; en blanc, des
lacunes de donnees dans Tune des deux stations.
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Figure 3: Surface temperature (left) and net radiation (right) of Basel, computed from Landsat-TM data (July
7,1984
Oberflächentemperatur (links) und Strahlungsbilanz (rechts) von Basel, berechnet aus Landsat-TM-Satellitendaten

vom 7. Juli 1984

Temperature de surface (ä gauche), bilan radiatif (ä droite), ä Bäle. Base de calcul: donnees satellitales Landsat
TM, 7.7.1984
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Term of energy balance Source/
computation

Rural Urban 1

e.g. city center
Urban 2

e.g. industry

Er (W/m2) measurement 800 800 800

Albedo a satellite data 0.15 0.19 0.2

ER (W/m2) a»£c 120 152 160

EA (W/m2) measurement 320 320 320

Surface temp. T0 (°C) satellite data 22 28 30

ET (W/m2) a»T0 430 467 479

Q0 (W/m2) Ea-ER+EA-ET 569 500 480

ßG/ß0 measurement 0.1 0.4 0.5

Ög (W/m2) 57 200 240

Available energy (W/m2) ß0-ßc 512 300 240

ß£/(ß0-ßG, assumption 0.5 0.2 0.1

ß£ (W/m2) 256 60 24

ß„ (W/m2) Qo-Qc-Qe 256 240 216

Tab. 1: Difference of energy balance between rural and urban surfaces

Differenz der Energiebilanz zwischen ländlichen und städtischen Oberflächen

Difference du bilan d'energie entre les surfaces en milieu urbain et Celles en milieu rural

fers completely from surface temperature. A Statistical

correlation between the images results in R -0.39.

The most striking feature is that in contrast to the
distribution of surface temperature urban areas are not
clearly outlined in the net radiation data (Fig. 3, right).
For industrial sites, net radiation values around 500

W/m2 can be found, urban and agricultural areas have

similar conditions with values around 600 W/m2, the

cool forests and water surfaces show maximum values

in the ränge of 625 to nearly 700 W/m2. It is thus obvi-

ous that the Interpretation of thermal infrared data
has to be done against the background of the energy
balance.

3 General aspects of urban heat fluxes

Material properties of surfaces such as thermal con-

ductivity, heat capacity and thermal admittance can be

identified as the reason for the high surface temperature

of urban areas. These differ greatly from rural
conditions. The storage heat flux QG can be expressed
as a ratio of the net radiation Q0. Under a clear

sky in day time and for natural surfaces like forests,
meadows etc. the ratio QJQ0 is mostly between 0.05

and 0.15, but strongly increases for urban surfaces to

more than 0.30. For the city of Basel, the ratio, which

is based on continuous measurements, lies between
0.30 and 0.40 (Christen et al. 2002). Grimmond et al.

(1996) published values of up to 0.60 for North-Amer-
ican cities. The ration in tropical cities, like Mexico

city, is not much different. Jäuregui et al. (1996) and

Oke (1992) prove this with measurements between
0.47 and 0.52. That means that urban surfaces, such

as houses, roads etc., störe 30 to 50% of net radiation.

It is easy to compute how much energy is left for
the turbulent processes ßf and QH. Even in cities

a minimum evaporation is guaranteed through trees
in streets, parks, lawns etc. Some basic computations
are documented in Table 1. Data are compiled from
satellite data analysis, measurements and literature.
One rural and two different urban surfaces are pre-
sented. According to Fig. 3, net radiation decreases

with increasing surface temperature. The ratios QG/Q„
in Tab. 1 are taken from literature. It is obvious that

storage heat flux QG is extremely high in the case of
an urban surface and therefore available energy (Qo

- Qa) is lowest compared to rural conditions. Assum-

ing a minimal evapotranspiration which is expressed

by the ratio QE/(Qr,-QG), the sensible heat flux QH is

lower than under rural conditions. In the case of high-
est surface temperatures, evapotranspiration can be

totally neglected and yet available energy for QH will
be even lower.
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Figure 4: Land use Classification of Basel region (reduced to six classes), computed from Landsat-TM data (May
3,1995)
Landnutzungsklassifikation der Region Basel (reduziert auf 6 Klassen), berechnet aus Landsat-TM-Satellitendaten

vom 3. Mai 1995
Classement de Toccupation du sol en region bäloise (reduit ä six classes), effectue ä partir de la base de donnees
Landsat TM du 3.5.1995

4 The satellite computations of heat fluxes

Satellite data have specific spatial and temporal res-
olutions which is often a drawback for urban
climate studies. If the temporal resolution enables time
series analysis with several satellite overpasses per
day (NOAA-AVHRR), then the spatial resolution
normally does not meet the requirements of urban
climate studies. On the other hand, when Landsat-
TM data with a spatial resolution of 30 m in the
solar and 60 m respectively 120 m in the thermal
Channel are used, giving a rather good differentia-
tion of the urban structures, then the drawback is
that data are available only on a 16 days repeat
cycle and during the warm-up phase in the morning
(around 1000 hours local time). Nevertheless, these
data can be used for case studies on how the different

urban structures (different residential areas, city
center, industrial sites etc.) behave as far as net
radiation and heat fluxes are concerned. If a detailed
land use Classification exists in a digital form (Fig. 4)
it is possible to analyse these properties in a Statistical

way.

As far as radiation and heat fluxes are concerned,
satellite data can be used to compute the spatially dis-
tributed albedo by using the Information of the solar
wavelengths. After correction of the atmospheric influ-
ence on Landsat-TM Channel 6 measurements, thermal
band data can be used directly to calculate terrestrial
emission. To compute the downward radiation fluxes a

digital terrain model can be used to calculate the solar
irradiance and the atmospheric counter radiation for
each grid point by using numerical radiation modeis.
The sum of all these radiation fluxes gives the spatially
distributed net radiation Q0 for the time of the satellite

overpass on May 3, 1995 (Fig. 5), which is influ-
enced by land use and topography effects. Net radiation

of forested areas is up to 100 W m2 higher than for
urban or industrial areas. For further Information refer
to Parlow (2000).

The next Steps in the data processing are the computa-
tion of the storage heat flux and the available energy
(Q0 - QG)- Finally, to estimate the turbulent fluxes
(Qr and QH), a Bowen ratio approach is used. Many
authors have tried to estimate the storage heat flux
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Figure 5: Net radiation of Basel region during Landsat-TM overpass (May 3,1995)
Strahlungsbilanz der Region Basel während des Landsat-TM-Überfluges vom 3. Mai 1995

Bilan radiatifde la region de Bäle durant le survol Landsat TM du 3 mal 1995

QG from the analysis of the Normalized Difference
Vegetation Index (NDVI) and net radiation. NDVI
data can be easily computed from satellite data of vis-
ible red and infrared wavelengths aecording to the
formula:

NDVI=(DNred-DNii ifrainl')/(DNnd + DN.mlraJ (Eq.3)

With: DNml: digital number in red wavelength
DNm,j. digital number in infrared wavelength

The basic idea of this approach is that the density of
Vegetation acts as a resistance for the storage flux.To a

certain extent the Vegetation density is correlated with
NDVI values from satellite data. Kustas & Daughtry
(1990) use the following linear formula:

QG (0.325 - 0.208 • NDVI) • ß„ (Eq.4)

Bastiaanssen et al. (1997) estimate storage flux density

by a polynomial funetion

QG 0.3 • (1 - 0.98 • NDVI") • Q0 (Eq.5)

Both approaches give good results on agricultural
fields or forested sites. Under these conditions storage
heat flux is only a minor part of the heat balance
and potential errors do not influence results of turbulent

fluxes very much.This differs completely in urban
areas where storage heat flux can reach up to 60% of
net radiation.

In this study the storage heat flux Qa of forests (Qa(flml)),
rural (QGtmral) and urban areas (QG(arbm)) is calculated
separately. QG(mmlj is strongly influenced by topographic
conditions and solar irradiance. During a satellite overpass

at about 0945 hours western slopes can show upward
(positive) storage heat fluxes whereas eastern and sun-
exposed slopes can have downward (negative) storage
fluxes at the same time.To tackle this problem, the short-
wave net radiation Qsw is computed by using a digital ter-
rain model. Therefore, storage flux Qc is calculated by
the following equations (Musa 1998):
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Figure 6: NDVI of Basel computed from Landsat-TM data (bands 3 and 4) (May 3,1995)
NDVI der Region von Basel berechnet aus Landsat-TM-Daten (Kanäle 3 und 4) am 3. Mai 1995
NDVI de la region de Bäle calcule ä partir de donnees Landsat TM (canaux 3 et 4), le 3 mai 1995

Qoe™» (°-3673 " 0-3914 • NDVI) Qsw (-0.8826
ln(Qsw) + 5.0967) (eq.6)

Qr (0.3673 - 0.3914 • NDVI) • Q() (eq. 7)

Qo(f„rest) - 0-5 • (0.3673 - 0.3914 • NDVI) • Q0 (eq.

Fig. 6 shows the spatial distribution of NDVI as derived
from Landsat-TM data for May 3,1995. Lowest NDVI
values of less than 0.2 can be detected in the city Centers

of Basel and Mulhouse, as well as on some agricul-
tural fields without Vegetation during this time of the
year. Highest NDVI, i.e. up to 0.7 and more, is
computed for the forests and some grassland areas.

5 Results

According to the above mentioned equations, storage
heat flux QG was computed for the whole investigation

area. The result is shown in Fig. 7 (left).The urban areas
of Mulhouse and Basel and the industrial sites reach
maximum values of more than 200 W m2. The forest
in the center contrasts strongly with the industrial site
with values for QG in the ränge of 26 - 50 W nr2. Fig. 7

(right) shows the ratio of QG/Q0. Values in urban areas
of Basel and Mulhouse reach 35 to 40 % which agree
well with measurements conducted at two sites in the
city of Basel. At forested areas the storage heat flux is
mostly in the ränge of 10 ± 3 % of net radiation.

By averaging all pixels of the different land use classes,
mean ratios of QG/Q0 can be derived. The results are
presented in Fig. 8. For Vegetation covered areas this
ratio is between 7 and 10 %, but with increasing seal-
ing of the built-up areas values reach up to 25 and 32
%. Ratios of QJQt> measured synchronously at the
REKLIP energy balance network are shown in Fig.
9. During daytime, ratios are within the ränge of 5 to
15 % which is in very good agreement with the spatial
modelling results.
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Figure 7: Storage heat flux at satellite overpass on May 3.1995 (left) in W nr: and ratio G0/Qa (right)
Speicherwärmefluss während des Satellitenüberfluges am 3. Mai 1995 (links) in W m1 sowie das Verhältnis
Speicherwärmefluss zu Strahlungsbilanz GJQ. (rechts)
Flux de chaleur accumule durant le survol-satellite du 3 mai 1995 (ä gauche) en Wm~2, ainsi que le rapport flux de
chaleur accumule / Bilan radiatif Gf/Q0 (ä droite)
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Während Sonnenaufgang und -Untergang kann das Verhältnis nicht benannt werden (Q0=0).

Evolution quotidienne du rapport QG/Q0presentee ä partir d'un choix de stations de mesure du reseau de mesure

du bilan d'energie REKLIP. Durant le lever et le coucher du soleil le rapport ne peut pas etre defini (Q0=0).

In a last step of data analysis Bowen ratios (Q,/ß£).
taken from synchronous measurements of the REKLIP
energy balance network (Parlow 1996b), were attrib-
uted according to Tab. 2 to the different land use classes.

These Bowen ratios are consistent with values pub-
lished by Hupfer & Kuttler (1998) or Oke (1987).The
Bowen ratio approach enables the computation of the

latent (Qr) and sensible heat fluxes (QH) for the whole

study area. Fig. 10 (top) shows the results of the
computation of latent heat fluxes and Fig. 10 (bottom)
shows the same for sensible heat fluxes in W nr2.

Lowest latent heat flux densities of less than 150 W nr2

were computed for the urban areas of Basel,
Switzerland and Mulhouse, France. Latent heat fluxes of

Land use class Bowen ratio Land use class Bowen ratio

High density urban 1.5 Deciduous forest 0.4

Medium density urban 1.0 Fallow 0.5

Low density urban 0.8 Horticulture & vineyards 0.5

Industrial 1.8 Grassland 0.6

Coniferous forest 0.7 Arable land 0.7

Mixed forest 0.5

Tab. 2: Bowen ratios attributed to land use classes

Den Landnutzungsklassen zugeordnete Bowen-Verhältnisse
Les ratios Bowen attribues aux classes d'occupation du sol
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Figure 10: Latent heat flux at satellite overpass (top) and sensible heat flux (bottom). Data in W nr2.

Latenter Wärmefluss während des Satellitenüberfluges (oben) und fühlbarer Wärmefluss (unten). Daten in Wm1.

Flux de chaleur latente durant le survol-satellite (en haut) et flux de chaleur sensible (en bas); les donnees sont

indiquees en W m~2.
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Figure 11: Measurements of net radiation, sensible heat flux and storage heat flux at a micro-meteorological
tower in the city center of Basel (Spalenring) for May 3,1995
Messungen von Strahlungsbilanz, fühlbarem Wärmefluss und Speicherwärmefluss an einem Messturm in der
Basler Innenstadt (Spalenring) am 3. Mai 1995
Mesures du bilan radiatif, flux de chaleur sensible et flux de chaleur du sol accumulee dans une tour de mesures en
centre-ville bälois(Spalenring), le 3 mai 1995

agricultural sites ränge between 150 and 250 W m 2.The
highest evapotranspiration rates are given for the
forested sites with latent heat fluxes of up to 350 W m2.

The pattern of the spatially distributed sensible heat
flux (Fig. 10 bottom) shows a relatively homogeneous
distribution ranging from 100-200 W m2. In this data
set, cities and industrial areas are not emphasised.
To validate the results of sensible heat flux compu-
tations, measurements taken from a micrometeoro-
logical tower located in the city center of Basel and
equipped with appropriate instruments such as sonic
anemometers, were analysed.The results are presented
in Fig. 11. Net radiation follows a nearly ideal curve
under clear sky conditions. During daytime and at
satellite overpass the sensible heat flux ranges between
100 and 200 W nr2, which corresponds nicely with spatial

computations. Storage heat flux is in the same
order of magnitude and even exceeding sensible heat
fluxes at certain times. This shows that storage heat
flux is a major player in the urban energy balance.

6 Conclusions

It could, not surprisingly, be clearly demonstrated that
urban and industrial areas can be characterised by

low latent heat fluxes. However, sensible heat fluxes in
these areas are only slightly higher than or of the same
order of magnitude as forested or agricultural sites.
This result can be explained by the lower net radiation
of urban areas due to high surface temperatures and
slightly increased albedo, as well as an extremely high
storage flux during daytime. The latter occurs when
heat is accumulated in the building material and there-
fore is not available for the turbulent fluxes. This
accumulated energy is finally released during the night to
compensate for the negative net radiation of urban
areas. Thus, the urban heat island effect is a night-
time feature with temperatures being several degrees
higher than at rural sites.
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Summary: The Urban Heat Budget Derived from
Satellite Data
The study of the interactions between urban surfaces
and the urban boundary layer plays an important
role in urban climatology, especially seen against the
background of increasing urbanisation in most parts

of the world. Measurements of radiation and heat
fluxes suffer from the extreme heterogeneity of the
urban landscape. It is therefore difficult to get accurate
and representative measurements. To bridge the gap
between accurate point measurements and their spatial

representation, satellite data from Landsat-TM are
used.

Methods and results of the investigation of radiation
properties, net radiation and heat fluxes of urban areas
in the Basel Region, NW-Switzerland are presented.
In addition to field measurements, satellite data from
Landsat-TM were linked to numerical modeis to compute

net radiation and heat fluxes of the whole region.
By integrating the normalized difference Vegetation
index (NDVI) from multi-spectral satellite data, storage

heat fluxes could be estimated with high accuracy.
The next step was to compute latent and sensible heat
fluxes by using a Bowen-ratio approach attributed to a

land use Classification.

Of interest is the Observation that the idea of an
«Urban Heat Island» (UHI) has to be defined very
carefully. Very often an «Urban Cooling Island» may
be found during daytime and under clear sky conditions.

This feature could be explained using the results
of the satellite based radiation and heat budget analysis.

Zusammenfassung: Der städtische Wärmehaushalt -
abgeleitet aus Satellitendaten
Die Wechselbeziehungen zwischen städtischen
Oberflächen und der städtischen Grenzschicht spielen
besonders vor dem Hintergrund einer zunehmenden
Urbanisierung in den meisten Teilen der Welt eine

wichtige Rolle in der Stadtklimatologie. Messungen
von Strahlungs- und Wärmeflüssen sind wegen der
extremen Heterogenität städtischer Oberflächen
aufwendig und daher sehr selten. Um die Lücke zwischen
exakten punktuellen Messungen und ihrer räumlichen
Verteilung zu überbrücken, werden in diesem Beitrag
Satellitendaten von Landsat-TM genutzt.

Es werden Methoden und Ergebnisse von Analysen des

Strahlungshaushaltes und der Wärmeflüsse städtischer
Oberflächen aus der Region Basel/NW-Schweiz
beschrieben. In Ergänzung zu Feldmessungen werden die
Landsat-Daten im Zusammenhang mit numerischen
Modellen benutzt, um die Strahlungs- und Energiebilanz

der gesamten Region zu modellieren. Durch
die Einbeziehung des Normalized Difference Vegetation

Index (NDVI) kann der Bodenwärmestrom mit
hoher Genauigkeit abgeschätzt werden. Die Berechnung

des sensiblen und latenten Wärmeflusses erfolgt
über einen Bowen-Ratio-Ansatz. Durch ein Attributie-
rungsverfahren werden die Bowen-Ratio-Werte einer
vorhandenen Landnutzungsklassifikation zugewiesen.
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Ein interessantes Ergebnis ist es, dass der klassischen
Vorstellung der städtischen Wärmeinsel (Urban Heat
Island UHI) mit Vorsicht begegnet werden muss.
Oftmals entwickelt sich während der Sommertage unter
Schönwetterbedingungen und trotz der sehr hohen
Oberflächentemperaturen städtischer Oberflächen eine
Urban Cooling Island (UCI) mit geringeren
Lufttemperaturen als im benachbarten ruralen Umland aus.
Dieser Effekt kann auf der Basis der aus Satellitendaten

abgeleiteten Energiebilanz erklärt werden.

Resume: L'observation des flux de chaleur ä partir de
donnees satellites
La correlation entre les superficies urbaines et la limite
de la couche atmospherique urbaine joue un röle
primordial dans la climatologie urbaine actuelle avec, ä

l'arriere-plan du scenario. l'urbanisation galopante de
la majeure partie du monde. Les mesures de rayonne-
ment et du flux de chaleur turbulente calorifique sont
complexes compte tenu de l'extreme heterogeneite
de la superficie urbaine, et de ce fait rares. Pour com-
bler l'abime entre les mesures ponctuelles exactes et la
repartition dans l'espace, ce travail est realise avec des
donnees satellites Landsat-TM.

Sont decrits des methodes et resultats d'analyses de
flux de rayonnement et chaleur turbulente des surfaces

urbaines de la region de Bäle/region Nord-Ouest
de la Suisse. En complement aux mesures de terrain,
les donnees de Landsat sont combinees ä des modeles
numeriques, afin de calculer les bilans radiatifs ainsi
que d'energie de la region tout entiere. Pour l'in-
tegration du Normalized Difference Vegetation Index
(NDVI). il est possible d'evaluer avec une haute preci-
sion le flux de chaleur du sol. Le calcul du flux de chaleur

sensible et latente se fait ä l'aide d'une mise en
equation Bowen-ratio. De ce fait, les donnees Bowen-
ratio sont attribuees ä une Classification d'usage du sol
existante.

II est interessant d'observer que l'idee classique des
ilots de chaleur (UHI) urbains se doit d'etre prise
en consideration avec precaution. Souvent se deve-
loppe pendant les journees estivales et dans des conditions

de beau temps, un Urban Cooling Island (UCI)
avec des temperatures inferieures ä Celles des environs
ruraux. Cet effet peut etre explique par un bilan ener-
getique fonde sur des donnees satellites.

Teaching of Geography - pertinent questions
- What is the influence of temporal Integration Steps

on the analysis of the urban heat island?
- How can the daily urban temperature regime be

explained in relation to rural conditions?
- What is the spatial distribution of heat fluxes (sensible,

latent and storage flux) compared to urban land
use patterns?

- What does UHI stand for and what were the unu-
sual results in the annual measurements?

- Which factors contribute towards the total energy
balance and how do they influence or cause lower
urban temperatures?

- How does an urban cooling island develop?
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