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STRAITS

Straits fulfil two functions: in acting as navigational passages and in connecting countries and
continents, Our survey has shown that their importance touches only incidentally upon strategic
considerations at present; historical functions are almost dead.

The value of straits depends to a large extent on the course of shipping-routes through them.
Ancient British sea-ports and naval stations often lie near significant straits, the latter undergoing
functional changes as and when influenced by political events since 1918 or 1945. Here, nowadays,
we find centres of world-trading.

The outlets from inland seas to the oceans have either declined in importance owing to canal
construction (e. g. the Baltic Sea) or grown in importance as gateways to these new canals (e. g
the West Indian passages).

The Bosporus, the Bab el Mandeb, and the Sound and Belts of the Baltic Sea are examples of
straits displaying possibilities for connections between the continents and countries on the different
sides.
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