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erwarten steht, daß er eine gesunde Grundlage für das Weiterleben der Völker bilden
werde.

Großgenies. Hiefür scheint auch die Verteilung hochbegabter Persönlichkeiten in
der Zeit und im Räume zu sprechen, die andeutet, daß die größten Genies den Höchststand

der Kultur und die Renaissance der Menschheit bedingt haben, wobei die spiritualen

Genies eine Verbesserung der menschlichen Natur ermöglichen.
Wir finden den Schlüssel des Problems im Triumph des schaffenden Menschengeistes.
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WAVES AND CYCLES OF CULTURE

This paper examines the distribution of highly gifted persons — «Creators of
culture» — in space and time. Special diagrams are used and ideas presented which emerge from
the geographical and historical distribution of eminently creative men. Highly gifted persons
form groups illustrating the rise of creative activities in certain periods and so producing
«culture waves». On the other hand, groups of culture waves form «culture cycles». The First
Culture Cycle originated in the great irrigated Valleys of the dry zone and the Second Cycle
has the temperate zone as its environment. These cycles are divided distinctly from one another
by the «Pre-antique Depression», a great political and intellectual crisis in the 7th Century
B.C. affecting the whole civilised world of that time. In terms of curves of progress intellectual
and Spiritual civilisations are «asymmetric», while a «Symmetrie civilisation» is represented
by that of the Arabs.

The paper also develops hypothesis to enable the succession of spiritual and intellectual
civilisations in the Second Cycle to be traced and the essence of our contemporary crisis to be

understood. This Cycle began with the antique renascence of culture, a sudden rise of creative
activities, followed by great intellectual achievements of mankind. Powerful external environmental

factors help intellectual progress and a chain of such factors has conditioned the
intellectual strenght of Western Culture, whereas Graeco-Roman civilisation acquired its intellectual
characteristics already during the end phase of the First Culture Cycle under the influence of
the Mediterranean as a medium of communication.

Finally an attempt is made to determine the position of the present depression in the System
of culture cycles. It is supposed to close the Second Culture Cycle, while the rise of a new
environmental factor (atomic energy, outer space) marks the beginning of the Third Culture
Cycle.

GEOGRAPHIE UND KARTOGRAPHIE
AN DER 138.JAHRESVERSAMMLUNG DER

SCHWEIZ. NATURFORSCHENDEN GESELLSCHAFT
Erich Schwabe

Die Schweizerische Naturforschende Gesellschaft hielt ihre 138. Jahresversammlung

vom 13. bis 15. September 1958 im Glarnerland ab. Die gutbesuchte Tagung
gliederte sich in einen administrativen und Willkomm-Akt in Niederurnen, den zen-
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