Zeitschrift: Veroffentlichungen des Geobotanischen Institutes der Eidg. Tech.
Hochschule, Stiftung Rubel, in Zirich

Herausgeber: Geobotanisches Institut, Stiftung Ribel (Zirich)
Band: 105 (1991)

Artikel: Pflanzendkologische und limnologische Untersuchungen des
Reussdelta-Gebietes (Kanton Uri) : Aufnahme des Ist-Zustandes von

1987/88 = Phytoecological and limnological investigations in the region

on the Reuss delta (canton Uri)

Autor: Elber, Fredy / Marti, Karin / Niederberger, Klemens
Kapitel: Summary : limnology
DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-308914

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 14.12.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-308914
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

- 234 -

- Makrophyten:

- Es konnte im Vergleich zur Vegetationsaufnahme von 1982/83 keine Verkleinerung
der bewachsenen Fliche beobachtet werden. Daraus wurde der Schluss gezogen,
dass keine hochwasserbedingte Verschlechterung der Standortbedingungen einge-
treten war.

7. PROGNOSEN

Es darf angenommen werden, dass nach der Neugestaltung der Reussmiindung, abhingig
vom jahreszeitlichen Einschichtungsverhalten der Reuss, der Uferbereich stirker vom
Reusswasser beeinflusst wird als bisher. Aufgrund von Erkenntnissen, die aus den vorlie-
genden Untersuchungen gewonnen wurden sowie aufgrund von Hinweisen aus der Litera-
tur, wurden Prognosen fiir die Entwicklung der chemisch-physikalischen und biologischen
Gegebenheiten im siidlichen Uferbereich des Urnersees gemacht. (Fig. 9.1 und 9.2).

1. Phase: Offnung des Reussdammes links.

Die Bereiche links des Reusskanals werden stirker, die Stellen rechts davon hingegen we-
niger stark durch das Reusswasser beeinflusst als vor der Offnung des Reussdammes. Die
durch die Reuss eingebrachten Schwebstoffe verschlechtern die Lichtverhiltnisse und fiih-
ren zu einer grosseren Sedimentation. Die Primérproduktion sowohl des Phytoplanktons
als auch der Aufwuchsalgen und der Makrophyten wird vermindert, und die Untergrundbe-
schaffenheit veréndert (kleinere Komgrossen), was Auswirkungen auf die Wasserwirbello-
sen zeigt. Aufgrund der im Vergleich zum Seewasser hoheren Nahrstoffkonzentrationen
im Reusswasser machen sich Eutrophlerungstendenzen bemerkbar. Dies hat Anderungen
bei den Biozbnosen sowohl in quantitativer (Zunahme der Biomasse) als auch in qualitati-
ver Hinsicht (Anderung der Artcnzusammensetzung) zur Folge. Die niedrigeren Tempera-
turen der Reuss diirften dagegen im Uferbereich zu einer Verlangsamung der Lebensvor-
ginge fiihren.

2. Phase: Offnung des Reussdammes rechts und Deltabildung.

Aufgrund der Auftrennung der Reussmiindung in zwei Arme gelangt das Reusswasser in
den gesamten Uferbereich. Sein Einfluss verringert sich auf der linken Seite, nimmt dafiir
gegeniiber der Phase 1 auf der rechten Seite zu. Als Folge der Deltabildung dehnen sich
die Flachuferbereiche und die Pflanzenbestinde (Makrophyten) aus. Im Miindungsbereich
entstehen teilweise oder ganz abgeschlossene Kompartimente (Weiher, Tiimpel), in denen
sich spezielle Biozonosen entwickeln.

SUMMARY LIMNOLOGY

During the period April 1987 to April 1988, limnological investigations with regard to the
biology and to chemical and physical parameters were carried out at six sampling stations
in the littoral zone and two sampling stations in the pelagial zone of Lake Uri (Fig. 2.1).
The aim of the investigations was to characterize the present state before the planned alter-
ation of the mouth of the River Reuss. The results should help, in comparison with results
of future investigations, to recognize and to evaluate possible changes in the lake which
may occur as a consequence of the new mouth formation.

1. CHEMICAL AND PHYSICAL CONDITIONS

The chemical and physical parameters investigated are listed in chapter 3.2.2. In the litto-
ral, a water column from the 0-4 m depth interval was taken as an average sample, and in
the pelagial water samples from 0, 1, 2.5, 5 and 10 m depths were taken. Sonde measure-
ments took place in the littoral up to 5 m and in the pelagial, up to 10 m water depth.
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Variations in chemical and physical parameters in Lake Uri during the sampling period

were as follows:

- Rather low values of the nutrient concentrations, the total hardness, the carbonate hard-
ness and the conductivity during summer (stagnation period), as a consequence of the
photosynthetic activity of the primary producers, especially of the phytoplankton.

- High oxygen saturation (temporary over-saturation) and high pH values in summer, al-
so a consequence of this production.

- Reversed conditions of the described parameters during winter as a consequence of the
mixing process and the low production.

The transparency of the water was reduced from May to August 1987, compared with the

other time of the year, because of the high content of suspended matter in the River Reuss

(Chapter 3.3.1). The flood event at the end of August 1987 and the deposition of soil in the

littoral (especially at sampling Station 1, where an island for birds was being built) caused

a marked decrease in transparency.

The statistical comparisons of the sampling points (Chapter 3.3.2) showed the following

results:

- Littoral and pelagial sampling stations showed strong differences (with the exception of
ammonium, nitrate, and orthophosphate).

- No differences were found between the two sampling Stations Pelagial Left and Pela-
gial Right.

- Differences occurred between the littoral sampling points with regard to ammonium,
oxygen, and transparency.

From the measured pollution indicators, only ammonium showed cause for concern. The
annual mean was clearly below the critical concentration. However, the maximum ammo-
nium concentration of 120 pg/l (Station 1) and of 200 pg/l in the pelagial (Right) seemed
to be the result of pollution. This was probably caused by the insufficiently purified waste
water from the sewage treatment plant of Altdorf.
The chemical conditions in the littoral may also be affected by the drainage channel reach-
ing into the agriculture area (Chapter 3.3.1 and 3.4.1). The critical concentration for lakes
of 20-30 pg/l total phosphorus during the circulation period, was not exceeded during the
whole investigation period. Compared with other large Swiss lakes with regard to nitrate
(concentration during circulation 0.55 mg/l), ortho-phosphate (5.1 pg/l) and total phos-
phorus (10 pgll), the state of Lake Uri was the best.
With regard to the annual mean of the total phosphorus the probability was 70-75%, that
the pelagial of Lake Uri could be classified as oligotrophic. That of the littoral, was 50-
70%. Using the orthophosphate concentration at the end of the spring circulation as
indicator of the trophy state, the pelagial was oligotrophic with 75% probability, the litto-
ral with 60-90%.
Because of the nutrient input from the agriculture area and the great influence of the sedi-
ment, the littoral seemed to have a greater nutrient availability than the pelagial.
The chemical conditions in the River Reuss were different from those at the pelagial, and
the data more dispersed (Chapter 3.3.3). In the River Reuss, the annual mean of the total
hardness, the carbonate hardness, the conductivity, the nitrate concentration, and the tem-
perature were lower, the concentration of oxygen, orthophosphate and total phosphorus
were higher. The drainage area of River Reuss mainly consists of igneous rocks and there-
fore the conductivity and the total hardness and carbonate hardness were low. The higher
mean concentration of total phosphorus in the River Reuss might be a result of erosion and
leaching after strong precipitations.

2, PLANKTON
The water sampled for chemical and physical analyses was also used to investigate the
plankton. During the investigation period, 117 species of phytoplankton organisms were
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identified (Table 4.1). Half of them, including the diatoms, belonged to the chrysophytes.
With regard to the biomass, as well as to the species composition, the phytoplankton com-
munities of the pelagial and of the littoral differed little. With regard to the relative fre-
quency the centric diatoms (especially Cyclotella aff. comensis and Stephanodiscus), the
pennate diatom Tabellaria flocculosa, the cryptophyte Rhodomonas minuta and the group
of the "diverse flagellates” were most important. From January to May, the centric diatoms
occurred in great numbers and caused the spring bloom. During the rest of the year, Ta-
bellaria flocculosa was most often dominant.

The chlorophyll a content in the pelagial was in a value range typical for oligotrophic
lakes. In the littoral, it indicated oligo- to mesotrophic conditions (Table 4.2). The dry
weight was strongly influenced by deposition of material in the shore area. The sampling
stations therefore differed with regard to this parameter. Station 1, with the highest values
of dry weight, was prominent. During the summer, the inorganic compounds built the main
part of the dry weight (Fig. 4.8), even when the phytoplankton biomass was increased (Fig.
4.5). In winter, the organic compounds exceeded the inorganic compounds. This may be a
consequence of the influence of the River Reuss water. In summer, the discharge was high
and thus a larger amount of suspended matter was transported into the lake than in the win-
ter.

The results of the investigation of the zooplankton can be used only for orientation pur-
poses. The highest density of individuals of zooplankton was observed from April to May
1987. The consumption of the zooplankters probably caused the strong decrease of the
phytoplankton density from May to June (end of the phytoplankton bloom).

3. PERIPHYTON

The periphyton in the littoral of Lake Uri was investigated with regard to the biomass and
to the species composition at six sampling stations in 2.5 m and 5 m depth. Racks of verti-
cal glass slides acted as an artificial substrate. The development of the biomass (Chloro-
phyll a and ash-free dry weight) might be influenced markedly by the nutrient availability
and the phytoplankton-periphyton interaction (Chapter 5.2.2).

On the glass slides for the 2.5 m depth, the biomass clearly was higher than for those at the
5 m depth (Chapter 5.3.1). This probably was the result of the lack of light at the S m
depth. The cover density of the periphyton, expressed as a percent, whereby 100% means a
monolayer cover on the slide) ranged between 13 and 590% at 2.5 m and between 7 and
219% at 5 m depth (Chapter 5.3.2). At the 2.5 m depth, it was always higher. The largest
cover densities were observed in February, March and April. Station 2 showed the highest
average cover density, Stations 1 and 6, the smallest.

During the investigation period the periphyton were dominated by the diatoms. The esti-
mated portion of the diatoms at the algal community almost always ranged between 95 and
100%. 204 taxa of diatoms were determined (Table 5.7). Green and blue-green algae only
sporadically went over the 5% threshold. On the glass slides, apart from the diatoms, there
were 64 other algal taxa: 16 cyanophytes, 5 chrysophytes, 42 chlorophytes and one dino-
flagellate (Table 5.6).

Within the diatoms, 18 species could be identified which reached more than 10% relative
frequency at least once (called major species). The dominant species was Achnanthes mi-
nutissima at 2.5 m, as well as at 5 m. In addition, Fragilaria capucina, Cymbella minu-
ta/silesiaca and Gomphonema angustum were present with high relative densities (Fig.
5.9). With regard to the relative frequency, no difference in the development of the main
species could be observed. In general the relative frequencies of the species during mixing
period were more equable than during the stagnation stage, and at 5 m, the dominance of
any species was less pronounced. Because of these results, we assume a relationship be-
tween community structure and nutrients (depending among other things on the stratifica-
tion) and between community structure and light supply (depending on the exposition
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depth; Chapter 4.3.4).

Of the 18 major species, the Navicula menisculus var. menisculus, Nitzschia dissipata
and Fragilaria capucina seem to have a special depth preference (Chapter 5.3.5).

The determination of the water quality based on LANGE-BERTALOT's (1978/1979) principle
of the diatom differential groups, yields Water Quality II at 2.5 m and 5 m depths (B-me-
sosaprobic, moderately polluted). This result must be interpreted as "at least Water Quality
II, presumably better", because Lake Uri ranges between the oligotrophic and the B-mesos-
aprobic state, which is difficult to separate using the principle of diatom differential groups
(Chapter 5.4).

4. MACROINVERTEBRATES

The macroinvertebrates were caught with labyrinth traps (Fig. 6.1) set in 5 m depths for
one month. During the investigation period 58 taxa were identified (Table 6.2). The main
species groups were flatworms, leechs, water-louses (Asellus aquaticus), mussels and
snails. The species compositions showed great differences at the various sampling stations
(Fig. 6.6). The main species groups at the six sampling stations were (in decreasing order):
Station 1:  leechs, flatworms, water-louses (Asellus aquaticus)

Station 2:  mussels (Dreissena polymorpha) and snails

Station 3:  water-louses (Asellus aquaticus), snails and flatworms

Station 4:  snails and mussels (Dreissena polymorpha)

Station 5:  leechs, mussels (Dreissena polymorpha) and flatworms

Station 6:  water-louses (Asellus aquaticus) and leechs

The mean density of individuals was smaller at the sampling stations with a low sedimen-
tation rate (e.g. Station 2, Tables 6.1 and 6.3) compared with those with a higher sedimen-
tation rate (e.g. Station 6). The macroinvertebrates were also influenced by the composition
of the lake bottom, especially in regard to snails. At the sampling Stations 1, 5 and 6,
where the bottom was more or less sandy, snails seldom occurred. However, at Stations 2
and 3 with a more stony bottom, they occurred in larger numbers. The macroinvertebrate
community probably was influenced by predator-prey relations. For example, large popula-
tions of flatworms (predators) occurred together with large numbers of Asellus aquaticus.

5. MACROPHYTES

The cartography of the aquatic plants in the southern Lake Uri littoral zone was carried out
at the end of July 1988 with the help of aerial colour photographs and field observations
(Scuba diving). This was the first vegetation period after the flood event of August 1987.
18 species of macrophytes were observed (Table 7.1). With regard to the vegetation area,
the most important species were Chara contraria, Potamogeton pectinatus, P. filiformis
and P. perfoliatus. Other species were observed in small numbers only. For Lake Lucerne
region seven of the species found in Lake Uri were rare.

To present the vegetation areas in the littoral of Lake Uri, three sectors were separated and
the vegetation area, together with the degree of cover and the floristical composition are
shown (Figs. 7.3, 7.5, 7.7). To determine wether the changes of the macrophytes during the
last year were normal or a consequence of the flood event, a comparison was made be-
tween the current investigation and the cartography from 1982/1983 (LACHAVANNE et al.
1985; see Figs. 7.2, 7.4 and 7.6). However, the differences between the two studies may be
the result of the newer relief map of Lake Uri and the more detailed investigation of 1988.
The vegetation zone of 1988 was 34,000 m? larger than in 1982/83. The proportion of the
vegetation area to the actual shallow water area increased from 21% to 38%. In 1988 the
theoretical and the actual shallow water zone were smaller than 1982/83 (Fig. 7.1). The de-
crease was observed especially within Sectors 1 and 2 where the gravel excavater was po-
sitioned. In Sector 3, the above mentioned areas remained more or less constant.

In both investigations the main species composition was similar. However, Potamogeton
friesii didn't occur in 1982/83.
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In Sector 1 (Allmeini, Schiitzenriiti), the species composition and the vegetation density
was influenced by the inflow of the insufficiently purified waste water from the sewage
treatment plant of Altdorf and by the deposition of material for the bird island. Because of
the screening effect of the island, the waste water couldn't get into the western part to the
right of the River Reuss (called Rechten). As a consequence, the Characeae, which are
sensitive to higher nutrient concentrations, settled this region. Here the Characeae were
absent during the investigation of 1982/83. In 1988, the main species in this sector were
Potamogeton pectinatus and P. filiformis. Of the actual shallow water area, only 20.9%
was covered with aquatic plants.

In Sector 2 (Fliielerschachen, Schanz), in contrast to the investigation of 1982/83, a larger
vegetation area occurred in the western part of the region (called Schanz). The vegetation
area in front of the Fliielerschachen was more or less stable and stayed within the range of
the annual fluctuations. In this sector the main species were Chara contraria, Potamoge-
ton pectinatus, P. filiformis and P. perfoliatus. Of the actual shallow water area in 1988,
22.9% were covered with plants.

In Sector 3 (Schwib, Seedorferbucht), the same enlarged vegetation zone in front of the
Seehof (western part of the bay of Seedorf) existed in 1982/83 and in 1988. Chara contra-
ria, Potamogeton pectinatus and P. perfoliarus were the main species. The relatively well
developed macrophyte vegetation in front of the Schwib wasn't observed during the inves-
tigation of 1982/83. Of the actual shallow water zone in 1988 62.7% were covered with
aquatic plants.

Because of the occurrence of Chara in wide-spread parts of the southern littoral of Lake
Uri, this region may be classified as oligotrophic to mesotrophic (Chapter 7.3.3).

Because of the morphology of Lake Uri, the southern littoral zone is more or less the only
place where macrophytes can exist in enlarged numbers. For the fishery especially, this re-
gion has a very high value with regard to spawn locations and maturation places.

6. EFFECTS OF THE FLOOD EVENT
After the flood event of August 1987, the southern part of Lake Uri's shore was affected
mainly by deposition of fine-material and by the high turbidity of the water. The following
changes occurred after the flood event:
- Chemical and physical properties
- Increase in sedimentation
- Increase in the attenuation coefficient and thus a decrease in the secchi-depth
- Increase in the phosphorus concentration
- Phytoplankton
- Increase in the total density of individuals
- Increase in the chlorophyll a concentration
- Decrease in the individual density and the relative frequency of Tabellaria floccu-
losa as a consequence of coprecipitation and fast sedimentation
- Increase in the individual density and the relative frequency of Rhodomonas minuta
and the "diverse flagellates" because of the high growth rate which increased as a
result of the nutrient input conditioned by the flood
- Periphyton
- Decrease in the diatom's species richness
- Increase in the relative frequency of Achnanthes minutissima
- Decrease in the diversity H' (SHANNON and WEAVER 1949) of the diatom community
- No change observed With regard to the determination of water quality using the
principle of diatom differential groups
- Macroinvertebrates
- Decrease in the total density of individuals
- Decrease in the population size of Asellus aquaticus, snails, leechs and flatworms
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- Macrophytes
- Compared with the investigation of 1982/83, no decrease in the vegetation area was
noticed. Therefore, we conclude that no adversed changes to the macrophytes' living
conditions occurred as a consequence of the flood event.

7. PROGNOSES

We may assume that after the new formation of the River Reuss mouth, depending on the
seasonal intrusion level of the River Reuss, the littoral will be influenced by water of the
River Reuss more than before. With the results of the present investigation and references
from literature, prognoses were worked out for the chemical, physical and biological devel-
opment of the southern part of Lake Uri's littoral (Figs. 9.1 and 9.1).

Phase 1: Opening of the left dam of River Reuss

The region on the right of the River Reuss channel will be more heavily influenced by the
River Reuss water than before the opening of the dam. The imported suspended matter de-
teriorates the light conditions and increases the sedimentation rate. The primary production
of the phytoplankton, the periphyton and the macrophytes will decrease. Further, the lower
temperature of the River Reuss may slow down life processes. In contrast, because of the
higher nutrient concentration of the River Reuss water as compared with the water in Lake
Uri, there will be a tendency to eutrophication in the littoral. This causes changes in the
biocoenosis with regard to quantitative properties (e.g. changes in biomass) and qualitative
properties (e.g. changes in species composition). Because of the increased sedimentation
rate, the lake bottom will change to a smaller grain size, which will affect the macroinver-
tebrates.

Phase 2: Opening of the right dam of River Reuss and delta formation

The mouth of River Reuss will be separated into two arms. Therefore, water from the River
Reuss will reach the entire littoral zone. Compared with Phase 1, its influence will decrease
left to the River Reuss but will increase on the right. As a result of the delta formation,
shallow water and vegetation areas with aquatic plants will increase. In the region of River
Reuss mouth partially or totally separated compartments (ponds and pools) will develop,
where specific biocoenosis will grow.
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