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Vegetational succession of the interglacial deposit
from Gort in Western Ireland

By Svenp TH. Anpersen, Charlottenlund

The interglacial deposit from Gort in Western Ireland was disco-
vered in 1865 (KiNaAHAN). Since 1935 paleobotanical investigations have
been carried out by Professor Knud Jessen supplemented later by the
present author (pollen analysis). A detailed publication of the investi-
gations will appear in the Procedings of the Royal Irish Academy (in
print). The interglacial flora from Gort comprises more than one hun-
dred taxa representing plants of present-day Hiberno-Lusitanian, Cen-
tral European and South European-Colchican distribution. On basis of
the pollen diagrams the age and vegetational succession of the deposit
were discussed. From a pioneer stage of subarctic character pine forest
and later coniferous and decidous forest mixed with T axus-thickets
develop. In the later stages also acidophilous communities develop. The
ecological significance of this succession was discussed.
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