
Zeitschrift: Veröffentlichungen des Geobotanischen Institutes Rübel in Zürich

Herausgeber: Geobotanisches Institut Rübel (Zürich)

Band: 34 (1958)

Artikel: Interglacial vegetation in England

Autor: West, R.G.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-308101

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 17.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-308101
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


— 159 —

Interglacial vegetation in England

By R. G. West, Botany School, University of Cambridge

Palaeobotanical studies of seven interglacial deposits in England have
led to the recognition of three distinct interglacial horizons during the
Pleistocene. These are the Cromerian (oldest), Hoxnian and Ipswichian
interglacial periods (West 1955, 1958). The vegetational history during

each of these periods is relatively well-known, and it is becoming
clear that each interglacial has its own characteristic vegetational
history which is different from those of the others. Comparisons amongst
these interglacial vegetational histories and the Post-glacial history of
the British flora should lead to interesting conclusions on the various
factors affecting the successive immigrations and the behaviour of the
flora during the interglacials, but as yet an insufficient number of
deposits have been studied to make such comparisons possible.

West, R. G., 1955: The Glaciations and Interglacials of East Anglia; a summary and
discussion of recent research. — Quaternaria, 2, P. 45—52.

— 1958: The Pleistocene Epoch in East Anglia. — Journal of Glaciology, 3, 23,
P. 211—216.

Diskussion. E. S. Deevey: How much climatic interpretation can be given to the
differences between vegetational pictures for the 3 main interglacials? E. g. is the varying
stratigraphie position of the Corylus-maximum of climatic significance or purely the
result of phytogéographie changes during preceding glaciations? Was any interglacial
warmer at its climax than another? — R. G. West: I consider that both climatic factors
during the interglacials and phytogeographical changes during the preceding glaciations

will be found to account for the chief differences between the vegetational successions

of the three interglacials. In the absence of sufficient evidence it is impossible to
evaluate the parts played by each of these. There is some evidence to suggest that the
Eemian Interglacial may have been warmer at its thermal maximum than the preceding
interglacials.
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