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Late-Glacial finds of Lepidurus arcticus (Pallas)
in the British Isles1

By G. F. Mitchell

Remains of Lepidurus arcticus, a notostracan, were found by Bennie 2

(1894) in association with arctic plant fossils near Edinburgh, and at
Kirkmichael and Ballaugh, Isle of Man. In a new examination of the
Isle of Man deposits the fossil was refound at Ballaugh. This deposit
is of Late-glacial age and Lepidurus occurred at the Zone 2-—3 transition.

The telson, the body segment of the animal which allows precise
specific identification, was found at Ballaugh. At Kirkmichael, (Late-
glacial), at Neasham, Co. Durham, (Zone 3) and at Mapastown,
Co. Louth, (Zone 3), mandibles, carapace fragments and apodous
segments of a notostracan, probably Lepidurus arcticus, were found, but
no telsons occurred. It seems clear that Lepidurus arcticus was
widespread in the British Isles in the Late-glacial period. Its present
distribution is circumpolar between 65° and 80° N., where it occurs in
shallow ponds and at lake-margins. It has relict populations in Scandinavia

to 58° N.

Diskussion. P. B. Sears: 4 photographs showing standardized method of separating
macrofossils, with examples of two such fossils. This procedure devised and
photographs made by Mr. Ogden of Yale University.

1 An account has appeared in Nature, Lond., 180, 513. A more detailed account
will appear elsewhere.

2 Bennie, J.: Ann. Scot. Nat. Hist. 3, 46 (1894).
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