
Zeitschrift: L'Enseignement Mathématique

Herausgeber: Commission Internationale de l'Enseignement Mathématique

Band: 54 (2008)

Heft: 1-2

Artikel: On cohomology algebras

Autor: Aguadé, Jaume

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-109870

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 27.04.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-109870
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


L'Enseignement Mathématique (2) 54 (2008). 7-8

1

ON COHOMOLOGY ALGEBRAS

by Jaume Aguadé

When I met Guido Mislin at the ETH in Zurich for the first time — in the

late seventies of the past century — I was fascinated by the many subtle and

mysterious conditions that a graded commutative Fp-algebra has to satisfy in
order to be the mod p cohomology algebra of some space. Back in those days,
the Adams-Wilkerson embedding ([1]) was hot news, the Sullivan conjecture
was not yet a theorem and new ideas were appearing quickly. Since then, we
have learned a lot about the big questions of yore, like polynomial algebras
which are cohomology algebras, the injective objects in the category of unstable
modules over the Steenrod algebra, the type of finite loop spaces, the mod p
homotopy uniqueness Of classifying spaces of finite loop spaces and so on.

It is not unusual that concentration on the major problems of a certain

subject leaves unsolved many questions which just fail to be in the mainstream

of mathematical progress. I wish to mention here two problems in realizability
of algebras as cohomology rings that were considered around 1980 and, to the

best of my knowledge, were forgotten and have remained unanswered. I do

not think they have ever appeared in print but I clearly remember how Alex
Zabrodsky and myself spent many long afternoons discussing these matters.

If you wonder if, say, K F^l.tj (deg(x) — 2n, p odd) can be the

cohomology of some space, then you notice that # ^ 0 implies that the

mod p Steenrod algebra acts non trivially on K. The existence of this non
trivial action puts severe restrictions on the admissible values of n and opens
the door to the use of secondary operations and the many tools invented by
topologists since Hopf asked the question of realizability. All this is well
known. But, if you start with an algebra where all p-tli powers vanish, there

seems to be no way to start any such argument.
Does this mean that all commutative graded Fp -algebras with trivial p-th

powers are realizable
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There is also a related question about realizability of graded Z-algebras.
Here the idea is that the integral cohomology of a generic space has to

have quite a lot of divisibility (cf. [2]) and if we artificially inject enough

divisibility in an algebra then it eventually becomes realizable. We know that

the realizability problem is trivial over the rational field but it may be that

p-th powers just need to be divisible by p, and so on. More precisely, let A
be a (commutative graded) Z -algebra and define a new product x • y in A by
the formula

Is then the resulting new algebra always realizable as the integral
cohomology of some space

This question may be related to Bill Dwyer's tame homotopy theory ([3]),
another beautiful topic that I learned during my days at the ETH.
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