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By the Siegel-Watson theorem, one can choose in 7" such that

f\a!^ b, for 1 < i <n and a[ is p-adically arbitrarily close to a^\ Then

det

/ a[

\ <
and hence a[,..., a!n are linearly independent in U1.

We can now complete the proof. Since D(f) D(f the fact established

above implies ß(f) < ß(f). Thus ßn.s < ßn,s', the form / in £n,s(Z) being

arbitrary. Consequently one gets

ßn,s — ßn,s'

by interchanging s and sf.

Finally observe that for s and s' under consideration,

— ^n,sf -

By Corollary 2.3, the last two equalities imply the equivalence of T(n,s)
and T(n,sf) for n > 3. If n — 2, then s s' 0, and there is nothing
to prove.
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