Zeitschrift: L'Enseignement Mathématique
Herausgeber: Commission Internationale de I'Enseignement Mathématique

Band: 48 (2002)

Heft: 3-4: L'ENSEIGNEMENT MATHEMATIQUE
Artikel: MM-SPACES AND GROUP ACTIONS

Autor: Pestov, Vladimir

Kapitel: 2. Some concepts of asymptotic geometric analysis
DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-66074

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 13.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-66074
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

210 V. PESTOV

theory, cf. papers by Gromov [Grl], Milman [M2,M3], and some others
[A-M,GLP2,P3,G-P,GI-W]. However, it is safe to say that there is still a long
way to go towards the full understanding of the picture.

Here we aim at providing a readable introduction into this circle of ideas.

2. SOME CONCEPTS OF ASYMPTOTIC GEOMETRIC ANALYSIS

DEFINITION 1. A space with metric and measure, or an mm-space, is a
triple (X, d, i), where d is a metric on a set X and p is a finite Borel measure
on the metric space (X,d). It will be convenient to assume throughout that
14 1S a probability measure, that is, normalized to one.

DEFINITION 2. The concentration function oy of an mm-space X =

(X,d, ) 1s defined for non-negative real € as follows:
% if e =0,

ax(e) = : : v
1 —inf{{(A;): A C X is Borel, u(A) > 5} if € > 0.

Here A. denotes the e-neighbourhood (e-fattening, ¢-thickening) of A.

EXERCISE 1. Prove that a(e) — 0 as € — oo. (For spaces of finite
diameter this is of course obvious.)

DEFINITION 3. An infinite family of mm-spaces, (X, d,, pn)>2, is called

n=1-»
a Lévy family if the concentration functions «, of X, converge to zero
pointwise on (0, c0) :

Ve >0, a,(e) >0 as n— 0.

EXERCISE 2. Prove that the above condition is equivalent to the following.
Let A, C X, be Borel subsets with the property that

liminf n(A,) > 0.
n— oo

Then
Ve > 07 E}m Un((An)a) =1.

The following are some of the most common examples of Lévy families.
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EXAMPLE 1. Unit spheres S" in the Euclidean spaces R"!, equipped
with the Euclidean (or geodesic) distances and the normalized Haar measures
(that is, the unique rotation-invariant probability measures). This result is due
to Paul Lévy [Lév], though his proof, based on the isoperimetric inequality,
was only made rigorous much later by Gromov [Gr2]. (Nowadays simpler
proofs, using the Brunn—Minkowski inequality, are known, cf. [Gr-M2, Sch].)

EXAMPLE 2. The special orthogonal groups SO(n), equipped with the
normalized Haar measure and the uniform operator metric,

d(T,S) = ||T =S,

induced from B(R") = M, . This was established by Gromov and Milman
[Gr-M1]. The same argument holds for the special unitary groups.

EXAMPLE 3. The family of finite permutation groups (S,), equipped with
the uniform (normalized counting) measure and the Hamming distance :

1
d(o,7) = r_z|{l o(@) # ()} .

The result is due to Maurey [Ma], see also [Tal].

EXAMPLE 4. The Hamming cubes {0, 1}" equipped with the normalized

counting measure and the Hamming distance d(x,y) = %|{z x; 7 y;}| form a
Lévy family [Sch,M-S].

REMARK 1. All of the above are normal Lévy families, meaning that the
concentration functions ¢, admit Gaussian upper bounds :

an(e) < Cyexp(—Cone?)

for some C{,C, > 0.

It should be noted that this is not always the case for ‘naturally occurring’
Lévy families. For instance, the groups SL(2, F,), where p are prime numbers,
equipped with the normalized counting measure and the word metric given
by a fixed system of generators in SL(2,Z), form a Lévy family with

ay(e) < C exp(—Cay/pe), [A-M, M4]. (Recall in this connection that the
n-th prime number p, ~ nlogn.)
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REMARK 2. In Example 4, replace {0,1} with any probability measure
space, X = (X, ). Equip every finite power X" with the product measure
p®" and the normalized Hamming distance d(x,y) = 1|{i: x; # y;}|. Unless
X is purely atomic, the measures p®”" are not Borel, and thus X" aren’t even
mm-spaces in the sense of our definition. At the same time, if in the definition
of the concentration function we only restrict ourselves to measurable subsets
A such that A, are also measurable, it can be shown that X".,n € N form
a Lévy family in a very reasonable sense. (See [Tal,Ta3] for far-reaching
variations.) If anything, this shows that the full formalization of the subject
has not yet been achieved and nothing is cast in stone.

Notice that the mm-spaces from the above Examples 1-4 are at the same
time (phase spaces of) topological transformation groups, with both metrics
and measures being invariant under group actions. In Example 1 it is the
action of the orthogonal — or the unitary — group on the sphere, while in
Examples 2—4 the groups act upon themselves on the left.

3. A TRANSFORMATION GROUP FRAMEWORK

Here is the idea of what kind of interaction between concentration
phenomenon and group actions one should expect. The following example
is borrowed from a paper by Vitali Milman [M4].

Suppose a group G acts on an mm-space (X,d, ) by measure-preserving
1isometries. Assume that the mm-space X strongly concentrates, that is, the
function ax(e) drops off sharply already for small values of €. Let us assume,
for instance, that the concentration is so strong that, whenever pu(4) > 1,
the measure of the % -neighbourhood of A is strictly greater than 0.99.
(Cf. Exercise 2.) .

If now we partition X into seven pieces, and pick at random one hundred
elements gi, g2, --.,g100 € G, then at least one of the pieces, say A, has the
property that all one hundred translates, of T%—neighbourhoods of A by our
elements g; have a point, x*, in common. Equivalently, x* is ‘close’ (closer
than %) to each of the one hundred translates of A.

The above effect becomes more pronounced the higher the level of
concentration is. Partition a concentrated (‘high-dimensional’) mm-space into
a small number of subsets, and at least one of them is hard to move.

In order to set up a formal framework, we assume all topological spaces and
topological groups appearing in this article to be metrizable, for the reasons
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