
Zeitschrift: L'Enseignement Mathématique

Herausgeber: Commission Internationale de l'Enseignement Mathématique

Band: 46 (2000)

Heft: 1-2: L'ENSEIGNEMENT MATHÉMATIQUE

Artikel: THE SATURATION CONJECTURE (AFTER A. KNUTSON AND T.
TAO)

Autor: BUCH, Anders Skovsted / Fulton, William

Kapitel: 3. Small Flatspaces

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-64794

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 04.12.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-64794
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


THE SATURATION CONJECTURE 51

that two marked sides must meet in a 120° angle at the obtuse vertex on the

border. However, the construction never introduces marked sides that meet in

this angle.

We have established that the presence of any flatspace which is not a small

triangle or rhombus gives rise to an increasable subset. This completes the

proof.

Let h be a hive, all of whose flatspaces are small triangles or small rhombi.
We construct a graph G from h as follows. G has one fat black vertex in the

middle of each small triangle flatspace. In addition there is one circle vertex

on every flatspace side. Each fat vertex is connected to the three vertices on
the sides of its triangle, and the two circle vertices on opposite sides of a flat
rhombus are connected. This graph is topologically equivalent to the reduced

honeycomb tinkertoy of Knutson and Tao.

LEMMA 1. If h is a corner of its hive polytope p 1(p(h)) Pi C, then G

Proof Suppose G has a non-trivial loop, and give this loop an orientation.
Each hive vertex then has a well defined winding number, which is the number
of times the loop goes around this vertex, counted positive in the counter
clockwise direction. Note that the winding number is zero for each border
vertex, and that some winding numbers are non-zero if the loop is not trivial.

For each r G R, let hr G be the labeling which maps each hive vertex
to the label of h at the vertex plus r times the winding number of the vertex.
We will show that hr is a hive for r G (-e,e), for a suitable e > 0. This
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is acyclic.
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implies that h is an interior point of a line segment contained in its hive

polytope, which contradicts the assumption that h is a corner.

Choose any e > 0 such that each rhombus inequality that is strict for h

is also satisfied for hr when \r\ < e. We claim that this e will do. Consider

any rhombus satisfied by h with equality :

q

Suppose that the loop goes p times through the horizontal edge in the
indicated direction and q times down through the other edge. Let the vertex
with label x have winding number t. Then going clockwise around the

rhombus, the winding numbers of the three other vertices are t+p, t+p + q,
and t + q. It follows that the labels of hr are

y'= y + r(t+p)9 z' =z + r(t + p + q),
x' x + rt, wf w + r(t + q)

Since the rhombus is fiat for h, we have x + z y + w. But this implies that
xr T- z! —yfjrwr, and so the rhombus is also flat for hr.

PROPOSITION 2. Let h be a hive which is a corner of its hive polytope
p~1(p(h))nC. Suppose the flatspaces of h consist only of small triangles and
small rhombi. Then the labels of h are integer linear combinations of the

border labels.

Proof By Lemma 1, the graph G for h is acyclic. Label each circle
vertex with the difference of the labels of the hive vertices on its side as

shown below. A circle vertex on a horizontal side is always assigned the label

of the left hive vertex minus the label of the right hive vertex on its side, etc.
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By construction, the sum of the labels of three circle vertices surrounding

any fat vertex is zero. Furthermore, if two circle vertices are connected by

a single edge, then their labels are equal. This follows because the rhombus

that separates them is satisfied with equality. We claim that all circle vertex

labels are Z-linear combinations of the border labels. Since this implies that

also all labels of hive vertices are such linear combinations, this will finish

the proof.

If the claim is false, let S be the non-empty set of circle vertices whose

labels are not Z-linear combinations of border labels, together with all fat

vertices connected directly to one of these circle vertices. Since G is acyclic,
some vertex u £ S is connected to at most one other vertex in S.

Suppose u is a circle vertex. Then u can't be on the border of the big hive

triangle, since its label would then be the difference of two border vertices,
and so a Z-linear combination of these. Therefore u is not an endpoint of
G, so it is connected to a vertex v outside S. Since S contains all fat
vertices connected to u by construction, v must be a circle vertex whose
label is a Z-linear combination of border labels. But u has the same label,
a contradiction.

Therefore u must be a fat label, and exactly one of its three surrounding
circle vertices is in S. This means that the labels of the other two circle
neighbors are Z-linear combinations of border labels. But since the sum of
the labels of all three circle vertices surrounding u is zero, all three labels
must be Z-linear combinations of the border labels. This contradiction shows
that S is empty, which concludes the proof.

4. Proof of the saturation conjecture

We will call a functional on RH~B generic if it takes its maximum at a

unique point in p~l(b) n C for each b G p(C). It follows from the existence
of secondary fans in linear programming [11, §1] that the generic functionals
form a dense open subset of ÇRH~B)*. We can now complete the proof of
the saturation conjecture.

Theorem 2. Let(A, p,v) G Z3" anN >0. Then (A, p, G Tn if and
only if (NX,Np,Nu) G Tn.

Proof. As already noted, it is enough to show that if b G p(C) D ZB then
the fiber p~l(b)nC contains an integral hive.
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