
Zeitschrift: L'Enseignement Mathématique

Herausgeber: Commission Internationale de l'Enseignement Mathématique

Band: 45 (1999)

Heft: 3-4: L'ENSEIGNEMENT MATHÉMATIQUE

Artikel: GENERALIZED FØLNER CONDITION AND THE NORMS OF
RANDOM WALK OPERATORS ON GROUPS

Autor: UK, Andrzej

Kapitel: 4.2 Free products of finite groups

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-64454

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 19.08.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-64454
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


A GENERALIZED F0LNER CONDITION 335

I

The generalized growth function /3(F, 5,/) associates to each positive

integer n the number

M.s.fm-- /2(7),
7GT, I7I <n

i.e., each element in the ball of radius n is counted with weight /2.
Let us compute the generalized growth function in a particular case. Let

P be the simple random walk operator on the free group with the standard

set of generators of cardinality k as in Section 4.1. Let g be the unique
radial eigenfunction of P corresponding to the eigenvalue ||P|| and such that

g(id) 1. Explicitly we have :

(k — 2 \ / 1 \
0(7)= (—17, + 1

Then we have

92(l)
7GT,|7|<n

3 {k2 — 4k +4\2/3k2-S,k + 4

\ 3k2-3k)+nV 2*2-2* + "
V 6F - 6k J + 1

'

This shows that the generalized growth is like n3. In particular the sequence
of balls is a generalized Fplner sequence.

By analogy to (5) we conjecture that the fact that the generalized growth
function for the free groups is like n3 explains that for the free groups one
has (see [16]):

c~lX2nn-i < P2n(id,id) < c\2nn~i

where c is a constant and A is the norm of P.

4.2 Free products of finite groups

Random walks on free products of finite groups were already considered
in [1], [3], [17] and [21].

Let us consider the group Zm * Zn with the following generating set :

• if m ^ 2 we take {±1} as generators of Zm {0,1,..., m - 1} ;

• we take {1} as a generator of Z2 {0,1}.
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In Figure 2 we represent the Cayley graph for Z2 * Z4 with the above set

of generators. In general the Cayley graph for Zm * Zn with the generating
set defined above has the following construction:

• m-gons and zz-gons are attached to each other;

• at each vertex of an n-gon there is one m-gon attached and at each vertex

of an m-gon there is one zz-gon attached.

4.2.1 Z2 * Z4

We will present our method in the special case for Z2 * Z4. The Cayley

graph for this group is represented in Figure 2. Our aim is to construct the

eigenfunction / of the random walk operator satisfying the generalized Fplner
condition. By Theorem 3, the eigenvalue corresponding to this eigenfunction
is equal to the norm of a random walk operator. We will construct / in two

steps.

Figure 2

Cayley graph for Z2 * Z4
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Step 1. If we contract the squares to points, the Cayley graph for Za*Z4
is deformed to the homogeneous tree 74 of order 4 (each vertex has 4

neighbors), which is represented in Figure 3. First of all we construct a

function on vertices of 74 satisfying the generalized Fplner condition.
We draw the graph 74 as in Figure 3, i.e. with one point set apart at

inhnity. The level lines or horocycles are marked by dotted lines. Each vertex
of 74 has one neighbor above and three neighbors below.

Let us fix two positive numbers r, s and define the positive function g
on the vertices of the tree 74

as follows:

if w is a neighbor of v lying below v then (see Figure 4)

(1) g(w) — rgiv) if w is the right or left neighbor;
(2) g(w) sg(v) if w is the middle neighbor.

The above defines the function g up to a constant. Let us fix one vertex
e (for instance lying on the horocycle of level 0) and put g(e) 1.

g : (vertices of 74) —> R+

2

0

Figure 3

Tree 74 of order 4
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Now we need

LEMMA 4. For 2r2 + s2 1 f/ze junction g satisfies the generalized
F0lner condition, i.e. there exists a sequence {An}^=l of finite subsets of 74

such that

dA„92(V)E9 x —»00 ^ •

veA. 92(V)

Proof. Let An be the subset of vertices of the tree 74 consisting of e

and the vertices lying below e up to the level n (in Figure 3 the vertices of
A2 are marked with circles).

One can easily see that

^2 g2(v)n + 1,
V(zAn

^2 g2(v)

v G dAn

Thus {An}^f{ is a generalized Fplner sequence for P corresponding to g.

Figure 4

Labelling of vertices and the definition of the function g

Step 2. The second step consists of labelling the vertices of the Cayley

graph of Z2*Z4 with a, b or c (the precise values of the numbers a,b and

c are given later). The vertices of each square are labelled as in Figure 4.

This defines the unique labelling if we bear in mind the way we have drawn

the tree 74 obtained by contracting the squares (see Figure 3).



A GENERALIZED F0LNER CONDITION 339

Now we can define the positive function / on Z2*Z4 as follows. If v is

the vertex of type t (t a, b or c) of the square which corresponds to the

vertex w of the tree T4 then

f(v) tg(w)I.

We want to find <2, b, c, r, s and À so that / is an eigenfunction of the

random walk operator P with the eigenvalue À.

Let us write the equation

Pf A/

for vertices of type a, b and c. On a vertex of type a, the function / has

to satisfy the following

b + 2br
x

(6) —-— Aar,

c + lbs
(7) —-— Xas

For a vertex of type b, function / has to satisfy

a + c + ar
(8) Ab

and for a vertex of type c, function / has to satisfy

2b + as
(9) —5— =Ac.

If / satisfies the above conditions it is an eigenfunction of P with the

eigenvalue À. For 2r2 + s2 1, by Lemma 4 the function g satisfies the

generalized Fplner condition and so does /. So we want to have a condition

(10) 2r2 + s21.

After solving equations (6)-(10) we obtain the following values for a, b, c,
r, 5 and X (a, b and c are determined up to a constant so we suppose
a-1) :

1
u\J l — 2w2 l — 2w2

û=l; b

where

-1 + 4u2 '
— 1 + 4u2 '

A
3Vl — 2M2

\/33 — 1
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For the above values, / is an eigenfunction of the operator P and satisfies

the generalized Fplner condition. By Theorem 3 the norm of the random walk

operator on Z2*Z4 with the generating subset as defined before is then equal
to

4.2.2 General case

The idea presented for Z2*Z4 can be used in the general case for Z„*Zm.
As the solution involves roots of some polynomial of degree nm, we will not
give details.

4.3 Mean operator on the hyperbolic plane

Let us consider the hyperbolic upper half-plane H {z — x + iy G C;

x G R, y > 0} with a Riemannian metric dnz ^dx^dy which gives rise

to the measure ßH ^pr • We consider the operator P,

where dmR is a uniform probability measure on a hyperbolic circle of radius R.
We want to compute the norm of the operator P acting on L1{H)dHz).

First of all let us remark that the function:

is an eigenfunction of P. An easy way to see this is to note that P

commutes with isometries of H and that the isometries consisting of horizontal
translations and homotheties act transitively on H. The effect of these on the

function / is that they just multiply it by a constant.

Now we would like to show that one can find a Fplner sequence with
respect to the function /. Let us consider a sequence {An}(£Ll of rectangles

(in the Euclidean sense) in H :

(H) f(z) x/ÏMz),

An {z G H ; e n < Im(z) < 1, 0 < Re(z) < n}

It is easy to see that the measure | dAn \ of the boundary of An is bounded

bv the measure of the following set B„ (see Figure 5) :
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