Zeitschrift: L'Enseignement Mathématique
Herausgeber: Commission Internationale de I'Enseignement Mathématique

Band: 40 (1994)

Heft: 3-4: L'ENSEIGNEMENT MATHEMATIQUE
Artikel: UNITS OF CLASSICAL ORDERS: A SURVEY
Autor: Kleinert, Ernst

Kapitel: 8. Congruence subgroups and normal subgroups
DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-61112

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 16.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-61112
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

236 E. KLEINERT

THEOREM 5. Suppose that A = D is not a totally definite quaternion
algebra. Then there are isomorphisms

H*T, M) = H*+2(T, M)

Jor all I-modules and M and k > r(D). Moreover, r(D) + 1 is the
smallest dimension from which on H* (', —) is n-periodic.

The last statement follows from the facts that (1) I is a virtual duality group
and hence H"®P)(I', ZT') is torsion free ([Br], VIII 11.2) whereas (2) for any
group I' with ved T = k, H™(T') is torsion for m > k ([Se3], p. 101).

It should be possible to refine the period g in the theorem by one more
directly derived from the periods of the finite subgroups of I" as in the number
field case where the period equals 2 if there are nontrivial torsion units of
norm 1 (in which case n must be even!).

REMARK. We have seen (in the general case, I' torsionfree) that
H*T, —-) = H*(XT), —) .

Taking real coefficients (with trivial I'-action) the latter groups are, by
de Rham’s theorem, given by differential forms on X(I'); these in turn
correspond to I'-automorphic forms on X. In this way, the real cohomology
of I" becomes part of the theory of automorphic forms.

8. CONGRUENCE SUBGROUPS AND NORMAL SUBGROUPS

Recall that we have defined
I'(m) = kernel of (' = (A/mA)*),

the congruence subgroup of level m of I'. Obviously I'(m) has finite index
in T'. The following question is classical: does every subgroup of finite index
of I" contain a congruence group?

Let us say that I' satisfies (CP) if this is so. Let A C A’. If I’ satisfies (CP),
so does I'. To prove the converse, it suffices to show that every I'(n) contains
a I'’(m). This will be so if I" contains a I'’(m). But there is m € N with
mA’ C A, and this implies IT''(m) C An T’ =T. Thus, property (CP)
depends only on A.

For A = K a number field, (CP) has essentially been proved by
Chevalley [Ch]. Let H < R* be of finite index, and H, < R* any
congruence subgroup. Then H '5 C H for some k € N; so it suffices to show
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that any power of a congruence group contains a COngruence group. This
follows at once from ([Ch], Th. 1). By an argument presented earlier, this
allows us to reduce the problem to ST. If D = K, the answer is given by results
of Bass-Milnor-Serre [BMS] and Serre [Se5]. (Of course, one defines
congruence groups with respect to ideals of R. For (CP) to hold, this makes
no difference since every ideal of R contains an nR, n € Z.)

THEOREM 6. Assume D = K.

(@) [BMS] If n>3,SL,(R) has property (CP) if and only if K has
a real embedding.

(b) [Se5]1 SL,(R) has property (CP) if and only if r(K) > 0.

The only K with r(K) = 0 are K = Q and K = imaginary quadratic. The
failure of (CP) for SL,(Z) is classic (see [Ne], p. 149). A discussion of the
Bianchi case is given in [F, p. 200 ff.].

The case where K # D and n > 1 was treated by Bak and Rehmann [BR].
They give an S-arithmetical result, from which we extract:

THEOREM 7. Suppose K+ D and n > 2;if n=2 suppose K # Q
and that D is not a definite quaternion algebra. Then (CP) holds.

The remaining cases seem still to be unsettled. Note that in the definite
quaternion case the problem becomes trivial since ST 1is finite.

The congruence groups are special since normal subgroups having finite
index. It also makes good sense to ask whether every noncentral normal
subgroup of ST has finite index. This too may be asked more generally for
discrete subgroups of Lie groups, and definite results have been obtained
by Margulis. We specialize these to the case in question. As above, we
can give no details of the proofs, which are extremely involved, and refer
the reader to Margulis’ monumental volume [M]. We make the following
assumptions, excluding 4 = K:

(1) if n = 1, then D splits at all infinite primes of K;

(H) { N
(i) if K = Q, then £ > 3, and A # M,(D), D definite quaternion.

This means that the norm-1-group SG has no anisotropic factor and has
rank > 2. It is clear that — in the terminology of [M] — ST is an irreducible
lattice of SG. Applying Theorems (2) and (4) from the introduction of [M],
we obtain

THEOREM 8. Assume (H). Then every noncentral normal subgroup
of ST has finite index.
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COROLLARY. ST /I[ST, ST'] is finite.

Again, it is classic that the theorem fails for SL,(Z); for instance,
if n> 0, the verbal subgroup generated by all 6n-th powers has infinite
index ([Ne], p. 143). The corollary holds for SL,(Z) but fails for torsion free
subgroups (which are free). Theorem 7 however carries over to subgroups of
finite index.

Two more topics from the general theory of arithmetic groups, which
could be specialized to unit groups, are subgroup rigidity and strong
approximation. But having promised to keep as near as possible to the
unit groups ‘“‘themselves”, we omit this.

9. THE BASS UNIT THEOREM

In his paper [Ba2] Bass has proved (among other things) a far reaching
generalization of Dirichlet’s unit theorem which — together with the results
of sections 3 and 7 — is certainly one of the strongest general results we have
about I'. The core of the proof is a deep stability theorem from K-theory; we
will indicate how it implies the theorem but will say little about its proof. We
begin with the relevant definitions. For any ring A, define

Ki(A) = lim GL,(A)/[GL,(A), GL,(A)] ,

where the direct limit is taken with respect to the embeddings

x 0
GLn(A)ﬁGLnJrl(A)s x_)(o 1) »

One may also write

Ki(4) = im  GL,(A)/E,(4),

where E, (A) is the normal subgroup generated by the elementary matrices;
this is Whitehead’s lemma. Further, with Ky(A4) denoting the Grothendieck
group of finitely generated projective A-modules, we put

Ro(A) = R @ Ko(A), Ri(A) = R® K(A) .

Now we turn to algebras and allow A to be semisimple. Let A C 4
be an order. Any Agr-module V (of finite dimension) gives rise to a
homomorphism

A — Endgr V, hence by functoriality K;(A) = K, (Endg V) .
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