
Zeitschrift: L'Enseignement Mathématique

Herausgeber: Commission Internationale de l'Enseignement Mathématique

Band: 38 (1992)

Heft: 1-2: L'ENSEIGNEMENT MATHÉMATIQUE

Artikel: SIMPLE PROOF OF A THEOREM OF THUE ON THE MAXIMAL
DENSITY OF CIRCLE PACKINGS IN $E^2$

Autor: Hsiang, Wu-Yi

Kapitel: Remark on the uniqueness of the finite packings of maximal density

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-59487

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 07.12.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-59487
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


130 W.-Y. HSIANG

Remark on the uniqueness of the finite packings
OF MAXIMAL DENSITY

All natural or practical examples of circle packings such as bees living in
a honeycomb or a bundle of fibre-glass optical tubes are always packing
problems of a finite number of circles (i.e. packings of their cross-section

circles). The infinite circle packings of the entire plane of E2 are actually the

limit situation of the finite circle packings. Therefore, it is natural to give an

appropriate definition of the concept of global density for a finite circle

packing. We propose the following definition of a cluster of circles and the

(global) density of a cluster of circles, namely

Definition. A packing of finite number of equal circles is called a cluster

of circles if any two of them can be linked through neighboring pairs of center
distances less than 2]/2 times the radii.

Let 9 be a given cluster of circles. Then, an extension, 9*, of 9 is called

a saturated coating of 9 if all circles of 9*\ 9 are neighbors of some circles

in 9 and it is impossible to add any more such neighbors to 9*. Observe that

every circle in 9 has a saturated set of neighbors in 9* and hence has a well-
defined local cell with respect to 9*. The usual weighted average of all the

local densities of circles in 9 with respect to the given saturated coating 9"*
is defined to be the density of 9 in 9"*, i.e. p(9 rel 9'*).

Definition: The global density of 9 is defined to be the least upper bound
of the densities of 9 in all possible saturated coatings of 9, namely

p(9) l.u.b. {p(9 rel 9*)}
where 9* run through all possible saturated coatings of 9.

Uniqueness Theorem (On finite circle packings of maximal density).

7i/]/Ï2 is still the maximal possible global density of all clusters of circles,
and the global density of a cluster of circles, 9, attains the above maximum

of n/]/\2 when and only when 9 is a subcluster of circles in the

hexagon packing.

Proof. It is again a direct consequence of the above Theorem on the

maximal local density and its uniqueness.
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