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POLYHEDRA 343

On the other hand, there will be no straightforward generalization to higher
dimensions of Descartes’ formula for the total angular defect of a polyhedron
" homeomorphic to §?, since this defect ceases in higher dimensions to be a
' topological invariant. However it remains, under suitable restrictions on the
“cellular structure, a combinatorial invariant in a certain strict sense and thus
independent of the underlying geometry of the polyhedron.
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