Zeitschrift: L'Enseignement Mathématique
Herausgeber: Commission Internationale de I'Enseignement Mathématique

Band: 20 (1974)

Heft: 1-2: L'ENSEIGNEMENT MATHEMATIQUE
Artikel: NON-STANDARD ANALYSIS: AN EXPOSITION
Autor: Levitz, Hilbert

Kapitel: 8. Infinitely Fine Partitions of an interval

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-46892

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 07.03.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-46892
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

26 —

Let « be an infinite natural number. By the above theorem we have a, ~ a
and b, ~ b. From this we see easily that g, and b, are finite. Now using the
rules given in Section 2 for manipulating the ~ symbol,

a, + b,~a+ banda,b, ~ ab.
Thus by the above theorem, the desired results are established.

Example 7.2. Suppose we wanted to calculate

lim (n*—n) = ?

n—aw

We can proceed directly— let o be an arbitrary infinite natural number, then
x* — a2 = a (x—1) = (infinite) (infinite)
= infinite
thus

lim (n*—n) = 0.

n— o

8. INFINITELY FINE PARTITIONS OF AN INTERVAL

Consider the familiar process of partitioning an interval [a, b] into n
subintervals of equal length by means of the partition points

a=ay<a, < "<a,=0>b.

If we let a/ denote the i partition point when the interval is divided into
J subintervals of equal length, it is easily seen that
b—a

al =a + . .
(=)

Now the right side of this expression is a function from I x [ into R, where
I = R is the set of integers. By the Main Theorem this function extends to
a function from I* x I* into R*. We continue to use @} for the image
under this extended function. If we let « be a fixed infinite natural number,
then for 0 =i = a, a’ must lie in the interval [a, b]*. Note that the i sub-

b—a . ,
interval [af, a} , ;] has the infinitesimal —— as its length. Two such intervals
(04

can intersect only if they have an end point in common, and the intersection
is that end point. Each partition point a; (other than a, ) has an immediately
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preceding partition point af_, on its left and an immediately succeeding
partition point af,; on its right. One can show that each point of [a, b]*
appears in some subinterval [a?, a § . ] asfollows. Formulate as an admissible
statement (true in R) the assertion:

“For every j € N, every point of [a, b] is in the subinterval [a!, al , ] for

someiel where 0 =i < j.”

Putting in appropriate stars *, it becomes true in R*. Particularizing it to
the case where j = « we get:

“Every point of [a, b]* is in the subinterval [a], ¢ ] for some iel*

where 0 =i < a.”

Using the above we can now show that the partition described there has
uncountably many points from which it also follows that { f € N * [ B=o}
and N * are uncountable. We do this by showing a mapping from
{ a5, a3, ..., a; } onto the standard interval [a, ] which is known to be un-
countable. Each partition point af being finite is infinitely close (Theorem
2.1) to a uniquely determined real. Let the image of af be that real. Clearly
the image is in [a, b]. Moreover the mapping is onto because we saw that
each real c in [a, b] is a member of [af, af , ;] some 0 =/ < «, and since
ai = af ,;, we must also have ¢ ~ af.

Consider the following novel proof of a famous theorem.

THEOREM 8.1. If the standard function fis continuous on the standard
interval [a, b] and is negative at ¢ and positive at b, then at some standard
point ¢ in the interval, f(¢) = 0.

PrROOF. Let o be an infinite natural number and form the infinitely fine
partition { a5, @3, ..., a; } described earlier in this section. Now the following
assertion can be formulated as an admissible statement true in R:

“For each je N there exists a least ie N such that 0 < i =, and
fla) =07 |
Putting in stars this becomes true in R*. Now particularizing it to the case
J = o we get (leaving off some stars for brevity):
“Exists least ie N * such that 0 < i =<z and f(a?) = 0.”
For this 7 then we must have f(af_;) < 0. Now a7 is finite and must be
infinitely close to a standard number ¢ in the interval. Since fis a standard
function, f'(c) is standard. Now from af_; ~ a* we get

o

c~ajand c x af_ .

Then by continuity we see that
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f(e) = f(af) and f (c) = f(a}- ).
Taking this together with the fact (seen already) that
f(@)=0and f(a]) <O

we have (in summary) that f'(c) is a standard number infinitely close to a
negative number and a non-negative number. Thus f(c) = 0.

(Q.E.D.)

9. DERIVATIVES

Let f(x) be a standard function defined on a standard open interval
(¢, b) and having the point x, as an interior point. Using the non-standard
characterization of limit, the condition that f(x) be differentiable at x, is
that there exist a standard number L such that

J(xo +dx) — f(xo) _
dx ~

L

for all non-zero infinitesimals dx. L, of course, will be the derivative. If
f(x) is differentiable, then writing dy = f(x,+dx) — f(x,) we have

d
(using the notation for “standard part” introduced in Section 2) °( 1__)/)
; ax

= f' (x,). This says that the quotient of the infinitesimal increments need
not in general be the derivative, but it must be infinitely close to it.

Example 9.1. Suppose we wish to calculate the derivative of f(x) = x2.
Let dx be an arbitrary non-zero infinitesimal, then

dy  (x+4dx)*—x*
dx dx

d
After squaring and cancelling we get, ;{X = 2 Xx + dx ~ 2 x therefore
x .
dy
(=) =2x

That is, the function x? is differentiable with derivative 2 x.

Example 9.2. Let’s see how to prove the Chain Rule! Suppose f(x) and
g (x) are differentiable at the appropriate places and we wish to show
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