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186 S. CHERN

All these seem to justify the emphasis we have put on our
fundamental problem. Unfortunately, for higher dimensions,
even when the image manifold is P,, our knowledge on the
problem is still very limited. For a holomorphic mapping
f: M— P, with M compact, this leads us back to the old theory
of projective invariants in algebraic geometry. With recent
advances in algebraic geometry, it might be possible and worth-
while to organize the classical results in a better form. The
case of non-compact M awaits much further work.

I hope to have pointed out a few guiding ideas on the subject
of holomorphic mappings. Only the future can tell whether
the topic will lead to results of general mathematical interest.
I cannot help to feel, however, that so long as the complex
structure remains a subject of investigation, the study of holo-
morphic mappings should be a logical objective.

In conclusion I wish to say that, while I have discussed the
subject from a geometrical viewpoint, there has been an extensive
literature to which I am indebted and which it would be im-
possible to quote in detail. Many of the ideas in geometrical
function theory in one variable originated from L. Ahlfors.
In the case of high dimensions I should mention in particular
the works of H. Schwartz and W. Stoll [8, 10], although they
do not seem to have a close contact with the viewpoints envisaged
here.
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