
Zeitschrift: L'Enseignement Mathématique

Herausgeber: Commission Internationale de l'Enseignement Mathématique

Band: 4 (1958)

Heft: 1: L'ENSEIGNEMENT MATHÉMATIQUE

Artikel: SOME NOTES ON THE ALGEBRA OF AB KMIL SHUJ': A
FUSION OF BABYLONIAN AND GREEK ALGEBRA

Autor: Levey, Martin

Kurzfassung

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-34628

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 12.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-34628
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


SOME NOTES ON THE ALGEBRA
OF ABU KAMIL SHUJA':

A FUSION OF BABYLONIAN AND GREEK ALGEBRA

by Martin Levey, Philadelphia 22, Pa., U.S.A.

(Reçu le 7 mars 1957)

A. Theory and practice in the Golden Age of the Arabs.
B. The classical equation x2 + 21 10 x.

1. Euclid Book II, proposition 5.
2. Heron's solution.
3. Al-Khwârizmï's solution.
4. Abu Kämil's solution.

G. Other examples of Abu Kämil's methodology.
D. Fusion of Babylonian and Greek algebra.

A. Theory and practice in the Golden Age
of the Arabs.

Abü Kämil Shuja' (c. 900) was a product of the Golden Age
of the Arabs. In this period, the Arabs were more than
transmitters of the ancient and Hellenistic knowledge and learning.
It is to the credit of the Muslims that they made many solid
contributions both in the establishment of new facts and in their
utilization. In turn, this higher organization of theoretical
investigation and practical learning led eventually to the path
of modern scientific methodology.

In chemistry, for example, the Muslims were responsible
for the tremendous growth of industrial processes, pharmacy and
iatro-chemistry as well as a furtherance of the development of
chemical technique and apparatus. Simultaneously, experimental
chemistry thrived as it had never done previously. Not onlydid they maintain their interest in the theoretical aspects of
chemical reactions in the laboratory, but the Muslims furthered
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