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THE FUNCTION OF MATHEMATICS
IN MODERN SOCIETY AND ITS CONSEQUENCE

FOR THE TEACHING OF MATHEMATICS1

BY

D. van Dantzig, Amsterdam

Professor in the Theory of Collective Phenomena
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1. Society's growing demand for mathematics.

The degree to which mathematics are applied to other
sciences and to non-scientific social activities is rapidly increasing,
in particular during the last decades: any convenient
mathematical model for it would have to have positive derivatives,
at least of the first and second order.

Firstly the number of fields to which mathematics are applied
increases. To the classical fields: astronomy and geodesy,

i Report presented by the author on bequest of the National Committee of the
ICMJ in the Netherlands before section VII of the International Congress of
Mathematicians, on September 8, 1954 in Amsterdam.
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