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the Miocene into the Serravallian was characterized by the progradation of thick sandy
wedges from the Alpine mountain belt into the seaway. An initially fine-grained tidal
coastline was replaced by a conglomeratic marine fan-delta as the entire basin was
translated westwards to the edge of the Massif Central.

3. The Miocene stratigraphy can be divided into two main stratigraphie sequences
(s. I.), each with a major surface of marine onlap at its base. The first sequence, from early
to late Burdigalian (21 -23 Ma to 16.5-17.5 Ma), is found in the east ofthe study area,
principally in the Chambéry, Rumilly and Novalaise Synclines. The top of the sequence
(late Burdigalian) is marked by muddy shelf conditions and 7 km of offlap at the western
margin of the basin. This is thought to have been associated with basin narrowing. The
second sequence, from latest Burdigalian/early Langhian to Serravallian (16.5-17.5 Ma
to 12-15 Ma) is recognized by rapid marine onlap towards the west of tidal deposits over
Mesozoic basement, the western edge of the basin reaching as far west as the stable
margin of the Massif Central. Encroachment of the sediment-nourished Alpine margin
caused a major coarsening-up trend to develop. The precise linkage of stratigraphie
history to events in the orogenic wedge has not yet been developed.
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